
 

Granite Falls Garden Club “Yard Of The Month” For March Awarded 
 

GRANITE FALLS, NC (March 16, 2020) — The Granite Falls Garden Club has awarded the March Yard of The 
Month to the home of John and Karen Settlemyre on South Main Street in Granite Falls. A yard is judged by the 
neatness of the lawn along with shrubs, flowers and trees that are in bloom at the time it is chosen. The Settlemyre 
home was chosen for its lush green grass that has already been manicured for March! Garden Club member Teresa 
Jackson awarded the award. Submitted by Barbara Ross. 
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Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm  
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CCC&TI Celebrates Truck Driver Training 
Program Graduates 

 

HUDSON, NC (March 10, 2020) -- Caldwell Community 
College and Technical Institute celebrated 10 students 
from the Truck Driver training program during a comple-
tion ceremony on Tuesday, March 10 at the J.E. Broyhill 
Civic Center in Lenoir. The participating students were: 
(front row, left to right) Yer Hue of Conover, Francisco 
Payano of Morganton, Byson Freeman of Hickory, Darrell 
Daugherty of Lenoir and Chris Workman of Lenoir; (back 
row, left to right) James Miller of Hudson, Paul Jowers of 
Taylorsville, Derrick Harold of Hickory, Vaughn Mease 
III of Mountain View and Wayne Caldwell of Lenoir. 
CCC&TI Truck Driver Training classes are offered in 
Avery, Caldwell, Forsyth, Gaston, Haywood, Richmond, 
Rowan, Rutherford, Union, Vance and Yadkin counties. 
Tuition assistance is available for those who qualify. The 
next Truck Driver Training classes with available seats 
are scheduled for March 16 to May 19, meeting Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and May 15 to Sept. 25, 
meeting Friday through Sunday. To register for Truck 
Driver Training at CCC&TI or for information on class 
schedules, please call 828-726-2380 or visit 
www.cccti.edu. 

 

The Town of Hudson will postpone upcoming 
hub dinner theatre production “Dixie Swim 

Club” as a coronavirus precaution 
 

HUDSON, NC (March 12, 2020) -- After careful consider-
ation and as a precaution to COVID-19, the Hudson 
Board of Commissioners decided to postpone the upcom-
ing Dinner Theatre. The Town of Hudson will reschedule 
the HUB Dinner Theatre “Dixie Swim Club” from March 
26, 27, 28, April 2, 3, 4 to a future date. Governor Roy 
Cooper has declared a State of Emergency to Respond to 
Coronavirus COVID-19 and the Town of Hudson wants to 
be proactive. Event planners around the country are tak-
ing extra precaution right now and Hudson is no differ-
ent. The health and wellness of our dinner theatre pa-
trons is more important than any date on the calendar. 
 

All tickets sold in advance will be refunded. Rescheduled 
dates will be announced soon. Many hours of work and 
rehearsal have gone into preparation for this perfor-
mance. Our hope is you will come see the production 
once the dates are determined. Thank you for your un-
derstanding. Please look for rescheduled dates at 
www.townofhudsonnc.com or Facebook accounts Hud-
son Uptown Building, HUB Station, or Town of Hudson. 
 

Rebecca M. Bentley 
Hudson Town Manager 

 

CCC&TI Cobra Athletics: Statement from 
Caldwell Athletics… 

 

Beginning March 13, all Caldwell athletic events are sus-
pended until further notice. 
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Caldwell Agriculture Expo – first-ever event 
in Caldwell County 

 

***POSTPONED*** 
 

LENOIR, NC (March 2, 2020) -- The first ever Caldwell 
Agriculture Expo will be held on Saturday, March 28 
from 9 am to 3 pm at the Caldwell County Fairgrounds.  
Exhibitors will have farm animals and farming equip-
ment on display. Interactive booth displays will provide 
fun and educational experiences on farming, forestry, 
foods, local businesses and post-secondary studies. Try a 
taste of local honey or a favorite local vendor. The event 
is free to all. 
 

Students and youth can enter for door prizes. The public 
is invited on Saturday, March 28, 9-3 pm at the Caldwell 
County Fairgrounds in Lenoir at 2461 Fairground Rd., 
Lenoir. Plan for a day to explore Caldwell County and 
North Carolina agriculture! 

 

City of Hickory to sell mulch  
and leaf compost 

 

HICKORY, NC (March 9, 2020) -- Just in time for spring 
planting, the City of Hickory will begin its sales of mulch 
and leaf compost this week with an “Early Bird” special.   
 

Mulch and leaf compost will be available beginning Fri-
day and Saturday, March 13 and 14.   
 

The City of Hickory’s Yard Waste facility hours are 8 
a.m. until 1 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, beginning 
Friday, March 13.  The facility is located on Cloninger 
Mill Road, which is off N.C. 127, near the bridge that 
crosses Lake Hickory and links to Alexander County.  
The hours will remain the same until all mulch and com-
post is gone.  
 

The mulch and leaf compost is made from yard waste 
collected by Solid Waste crews throughout the year.  The 
mulch and leaf compost is composed of tree limbs, 
Christmas trees, and leaves that are ground into useable 
material for your landscape.  
 

For a limited time, “Early Bird” special pricing will be 
available.  Leaf compost will be $5 per 3-yard scoop (full
-size pickup truck load) and mulch will be $10 per 3-
yard scoop (full-size pickup truck load).   
 

For more information, please call the Hickory Public 
Services Department at (828) 323-7500. 
 
Clover Baptist Church will present the drama, "Who 
Is This Man Named Jesus?" on Friday, April 10th at 
7pm. Seating is free. It will be presented again as a Din-
ner Theatre on Saturday, April 11th at 6pm. Reservations 
are required by calling 828-396-2427 Monday-Thursday 
between the hours of 8:30 and 2:30. The menu features 
chopped BBQ, chicken, cole slaw, baked beans, roll, de-
sert, coffee or tea. The cost per adult is $10.00 and chil-
dren under 12 $5.00.  
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Caldwell Journal Coronavirus COVID-19 Info Page  
below that includes a COVID-19 interactive map, statis-
tics, reports, recommendations, cancellations, closings, 
postponements, press releases, resources, important & 

practical tips and more. www.caldwelljournal.com 
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Caldwell County CTE ranks among the best 
 

LENOIR, NC (March 2, 2020) -- Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) in the Caldwell County Schools ranks 
as one of the top programs in the state and as CTE stu-
dents prepare for the state competition that will be held 
in April, the district celebrates its success. 
 

Below are 10 outstanding reasons for celebrating CTE in 
Caldwell County: 
 

1. CTE Concentrator Graduation Rate of 99% exceeds the 
NC rate of 86.3% 
 

2. 95% of CTE Concentrator Graduates went on to post-
secondary education or advanced training, military ser-
vice or employment 
 

3. CTE graduates successfully placed 25.9% Four Year 
College; 38.9% Two Year College; 27.5% Employment; 
and 2.7% Military 
 

4. 80 CTE courses are offered in the Caldwell County 
Schools 
 

5. 14 Career Pathways are offered to students 
 

6. CTE students earned 204% credentials, ranking the 
school district 5th in the State 
 

7. CTE students earned 4,616 total Industry-recognized 
credentials in 2018-2019 
 

8. CTE students earned Career Readiness Credentials: 
Platinum – 32; Gold – 98; Silver – 201, and Bronze – 
154. 
 

9. 88.2% of CTE students passed technical skill assess-
ments aligned with industry-recognized standards, rank-
ing Caldwell County Schools 11th in the state 
 

10. The CTE program partners with local businesses and 
industry for job apprenticeships, summer camps, job 
shadowing and job ready. 
 

Career and Technical Education prepares students for 
high-wage, high-demand careers ranging from health 
care to information technology to advanced manufactur-
ing. 

 
69th Annual National Day of Prayer 

 

Thursday, May 7, 2020 
12:00-12:30 PM 

 

THEME: PRAY GOD'S GLORY ACROSS THE EARTH 
 

Please join with us in prayer  
at one of the following four locations. 

 

Lenoir Downtown Plaza 
Rain Location: FBC Lenoir - Sanctuary 

Prayer Leader: Dr. Terry Hunt 
 

Gamewell Town Hall 
Rain Location: Same 

Prayer Leader: Rev. Brian Smith 
 

FBC Hudson - Picnic Shelter 
Rain Location: FBC Hudson - Sanctuary 

Prayer Leader: Rev. Mack Jarvis 
 

Granite Falls Town Office - Park Square 
Rain Location: FBC Granite Falls - Fellowship Building 

Prayer Leader: Rev. Jay Worsley 
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Caldwell County Medication Takeback Event 
 

LENOIR, NC (March 09, 2020) -- Safe Kids Caldwell 
County is partnering with Lenoir Police Department to 
provide a safe and secure way to people to properly dis-
pose of unwanted prescriptions and over-the-counter 
medications. 
 

On Saturday, March 21st from 10am-2pm, Safe Kids 
Caldwell County and Lenoir Police Department will be 
collecting unused, unwanted and/or expired medication 
at the Foothills Pharmacy (202 Harper Ave NW #A, Le-
noir, NC 28645). By providing safe and secure ways for 
people to get rid of unwanted prescription and over-the-
counter medications, this event can help prevent acci-
dental poisonings and drug abuse while protecting out 
waters. 
 

Most caregivers know they’re supposed to store medi-
cine up and away, yet medicine poisoning in children 
happens every day. New research from Safe Kids World-
wide reveals that 52,000 children were treated in emer-
gency rooms in 2017 for medicine poisonings. Medicines 
are the leading cause of child poisoning. 
 

National Poison Prevention Week is March 15th to 
March 21st, 2020. It is important to raise awareness of 
this issue and promote to caregivers to safely store any 
medications they are currently using, and get rid of un-
wanted, unused or expired medications. 
 

Follow these tips on how to keep kids safe around medi-
cations that you do keep in your home: 
 

1. Keep medicine up and away, out of reach and sigh of 
children, even medicine you take every day. 
 

2. Consider places where kids get into medicine. 
 

3. Remember products you might not think about as 
medicine. 
 

4. Give medicine safely to children. 
 

5. Save the Poison Help number in your phone and post 
it visible at home: 1-800-222-1222 
 

6. Share medicine safety information with family and 
friends. 
 

For more information about medication safety, visit fa-
cebook.com/CaldwellCountySafeKids 
 

About Safe Kids Caldwell County 
Safe Kids Caldwell County works to prevent unintention-
al childhood injury, the number one cause of death for 
children in the United States. Safe Kids Caldwell County 
is a member of Safe Kids Worldwide, a global network of 
organizations dedicated to preventing unintentional in-
jury. Safe Kids Caldwell County was founded in 2017 and 
is led by the Caldwell County Health Department. For 
more information, visit safekids.org or facebook.com/
CaldwellCountySafeKids. 
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202 Harper Avenue NW ● Lenoir, NC 28645 
(Crossroad Shopping Center) 

Visit with us at our 
New Location!!! 
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Largest Independent Drug 
Store In  

North Carolina 

GRANITE DRUG CENTER 
21 Falls Avenue 

Granite Falls, NC  28630 

(828) 396-2144 

(828) 396-7820 

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE 

Easter Merchandise 
now in stock 

 

  

We Fill 
Propane 
Tanks 

 

Traeger Pellets, Sauces & Rubs 
 

Chainsaws, Trimmers, Blowers and more 
Granite Hardware only offers STIHL Battery Powered Products 

Sawmills Hardware offers STIHL Battery & Gas Powered Products 
 

We now have plants, potatoes, 
onions and seed in stock!!! 

Now offering free deliveries 
for prescriptions 

 

Immunizations including  
Flu Shots 

 

We are an Amazon Hub 
Buy on Amazon, Pick up here 

 

Call us for more details 
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Volunteers Needed for Statewide Spring Litter Sweep 
 

RALEIGH, NC (March 4, 2020) -- Volunteers across North Carolina are needed to help clean up trash along roads 
during the N.C. Department of Transportation’s annual Spring Litter Sweep from April 11-25. 
 

Each April and September, the department calls on volunteers to help remove litter from roadsides. Volunteers 
from local businesses, schools, non-profits, churches and community groups play an important role in keeping 
North Carolina’s roads clean. 
 

“Every day, more people make North Carolina their home or do business here,” said David Harris, NCDOT’s Road-
side Environmental engineer. “With that, comes increased litter and trash on our roads. We need others to help us 
keep our state beautiful and safe, and it starts with each of us doing our part.” 
 

Volunteers wear gloves and safety vests and are given cleaning supplies such as reversible orange and blue trash 
bags. People wanting to participate should contact their local litter management coordinator. 
 

Last year, Adopt-A-Highway groups, NCDOT employees and other volunteers removed nearly 939,000 pounds of 
litter during the spring litter sweep. 
 

Visit the Litter Sweep webpage for more information. Questions can be directed to Litter Management at 919-707-
2970. 

 

Blue Ridge Energy Response Plan Activated for Coronavirus 
 

LENOIR, NC (March 12, 2020) -- As a community-based electricity and propane and fuels provider, Blue Ridge 
Energy is taking precautions amid growing concerns about the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 

As part of its comprehensive culture of safety, Blue Ridge Energy is taking steps to prepare for potential impacts of 
COVID-19 to ensure there is no disruption to business operations and service to our electric members and propane 
and fuels customers. 
 

Following the guidance of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), we have reviewed and up-
dated our Emergency Response Plan to safeguard our operations while protecting the well-being and safety of our 
employees and those we serve. 
 

We have policies and procedures in place to ensure the continuity of operations. As the COVID-19 situation 
evolves, we will give careful consideration and follow CDC and local health authorities’ recommendations regard-
ing public office access.  We are currently canceling all public gatherings and business meetings at our offices. 
 

Guidance for members: 
 

• In order to protect you, our employees and our communities to minimize potential spread, we strongly encourage 
you to utilize our online (www.BlueRidgeEnergy.com) and by-phone services, including bill pay options from the 
convenience of your home. You can also use our mobile app (https://www.blueridgeenergy.com/mobile-app) and 
kiosks (https://www.blueridgeenergy.com/residential/ways-to-pay/payment-kiosks) 
 

• Please take everyday precautions to help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases as recommended by the CDC 
and the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services. These include: 
 

> Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the bathroom, be-
fore eating, and after blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing. 
 

> Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
 

> Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throwing the tissue in the trash or by using your elbow (the vam-
pire cough or sneeze). 
 

> Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe. 
 

> Avoid shaking hands or hugging. 
 

> Avoid close contact with people who are sick with a distance of six feet or more. 
 

> Stay home when you are sick. 
 

> It is not recommended that people who are well wear a facemask, but facemasks should be used by those who 
show symptoms of COVID-19 or other flu or flu-like symptoms to help prevent the spread of disease to others. 
 

• Also stay extra vigilant about cyber scams regarding COVID-19. Cyber actors may send emails with malicious at-
tachments or links to fraudulent websites to trick victims into revealing sensitive information or donating to fraud-
ulent charities or causes. Exercise caution in handling any email with a COVID-19-related subject line, attachment, 
or hyperlink, and be wary of social media pleas, texts or calls related to COVID-19. 
 

• Please reach out to us at 1-800-451-5474 or at www.BlueRidgeEnergy.com with any questions or concerns. 
 

Members and customers are encouraged to stay tuned to updates from Blue Ridge Energy on 
www.BlueRidgeEnergy.com or by visiting the company’s Facebook, Twitter and Instagram feeds. 
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Save The Date:  Bark in the Park 
 

LENOIR, NC (March 6, 2020) -- Caldwell Humane Soci-
ety will host the 16th annual Bark in the Park on Satur-
day, April 4th at Redwood Park in Hudson.  Bark in the 
Park starts at 12 noon.  Rain location is the Caldwell 
County Fairgrounds. 

 

***POSTPONED*** 
will be moved to a later date TBD  

 

New this year is a Costume Contest with No Entry Fee – 
the winner leads the Dog Parade!  There will also be 
Concessions of homemade baked goods, snacks and 
drinks.  Plus, the ever-popular Pet Games will be on 
hand.  Join in the fun with your pet with the Frosty Paws 
eating contest, Most All-American Mixed Breed Dog, 
Best Trick, Dog & Owner look-alike and more.  And 
check out the deals at the Silent Auction with Gift Certif-
icates, themed baskets and pet items.   
 

Caldwell Humane Society, an all-volunteer group that 
provides low-cost Spay/Neuter Clinics to reduce pet 
overpopulation in Caldwell County holds Bark in the 
Park as its annual fundraiser.  All funds raised will be 
used to provide low cost Spay/Neuter Clinics as well as 
educational programs in local schools and community.  
 

To learn more, please visit www.caldwellhumane.org, 
email caldwell4pets@gmail.com or call (828) 499-0289. 
 

Caldwell Humane Society, Inc. is a public charity under 
IRS Code Section 501(c)(3). 
 

~Laura Sedlacek is a volunteer with CHS. 

Read the Caldwell Journal online in 
the format of a booklet 

www.issuu.com/caldwelljournal 
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Confirmed Case of Pertussis  
in Caldwell County 

 

LENOIR, NC (March 6, 2020) -- A confirmed case of 
Pertussis, also known as whooping cough, was reported 
in Caldwell County this week. Caldwell County Health 
Department reports the individual diagnosed with per-
tussis are being treated, per guidelines established by 
the State of North Carolina and the Centers for Disease 
Control and those they came in close contact with have 
been notified. 
 

Pertussis is an infection that affects the airways and is 
easily spread from person to person by coughing or 
sneezing. It causes a severe cough that can last for weeks 
or months, sometimes leading to coughing fits or vomit-
ing. Anyone can get pertussis, but it can be dangerous 
for infants and people with weakened immune systems. 
Family members with pertussis can spread it to new-
borns. 
 

Caldwell County Health Department urges the commu-
nity to be aware of possible symptoms. At first, symp-
toms are typically mild, including runny nose, low-grade 
fever, and occasional cough. Infants may also have a 
pause in their breathing, known as apnea. 
 

After one to two weeks, symptoms can worsen to in-
clude: 
 

• Severe coughing spells, followed by a high-pitched 
"whoop" sound when a breath is taken 
 

• Throwing-up after coughing fits, especially in young 
children 
 

• Feeling very tired after coughing fits. 
 

People who are experiencing symptoms should limit 
contact with others and should seek medical care. Doc-
tors may do a lab test to see if a person has pertussis and 
can prescribe antibiotics as treatment for those who are 
sick or can give them to people who have been exposed 
but who have not become ill. If someone has had possi-
ble contact with pertussis, monitor for signs and symptoms. 
 

“It is very important to be tested for pertussis if someone has the signs and symptoms. Pertussis can be a more se-
rious infection among infants and young children. It can be fatal, especially in babies under 1 year of age,” stated 
Dr. Mark Picton, Medical Director, Caldwell County Health Department. 
 

Those at high risk are, but not limited to: 
 

• Infants and women in their 3rd trimester of pregnancy 
 

• All persons with pre-existing conditions that may be exacerbated by pertussis infection 
 

• Contacts who themselves have close contact with either infants under 12 months, pregnant women, or individuals 
with pre-existing health conditions at risk of severe illness or complications 
 

• All contacts in high-risk settings that include infants ages <12months or women in the 3rd trimester of pregnancy 
 

“The best protection against pertussis is vaccination. We urge everyone to make sure their family’s vaccinations are 
up-to-date,” said Health Director Anna Martin. 
 

Protection against pertussis from the childhood vaccine, DTaP, decreases over time. Older children and adults, in-
cluding pregnant women (starting at 20 weeks or greater), should get a pertussis booster shot called “Tdap” to pro-
tect themselves and infants near or around them. Contact your doctor to get the Tdap vaccine or call Caldwell 
County Health Department to find a vaccine provider. 
 

Additional information about pertussis can be found on the CDC website (www.cdc.gov/pertussis). 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding pertussis, please call the Caldwell County Health Department at (828) 426-8400. 
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Awards Announcement for the 8th Annual High School  
Shakespeare Monologue Competition 

  

LENOIR, NC (March 12, 2020) -- Shakespeare is not dry and dull!  Just ask the 26 students from five counties who 
competed for cash awards by performing monologues from Shakespeare’s plays last Saturday at the HUB Station 
Arts & Business Center.    
  

Top Winners received cash awards ranging from $100-$250: 
  

1st Place: Raegan Conard, Caldwell Early College 
2nd Place: Olivia Stegall, Watauga High School 
3rd Place: Bianca Pittman, South Caldwell High School 
4th Place: Katherine McCoy, Hibriten High School 
5th Place: Kaylee Simmons, Wilkes Early College 
6th Place: Mehreen Ahmed, Caldwell Early College 
  

In addition, the following students received Merit Awards of $50 each: 
  

Abby Gragg, Hibriten High School 
Amanda Lin, Caldwell Early College 
Jolie-Dean Hipps, South Caldwell High School 
Justin Smith, Caldwell Early College 
Kallie Ann Miller, Hibriten High School 
Lorelai Fullmer, South Caldwell High School 
Mazie Wakefield, Hibriten High School 
Melanie Perez, Caldwell Applied Sciences Academy 
  

This event is sponsored by the Caldwell Arts Council, Caldwell County Schools, and the Town of Hudson (HUB 
Station Arts & Business Center).  
  

To learn more about Caldwell Arts Council events and programs, please visit www.caldwellarts.com. 
 

Letter to the Editor 
 

North Carolina has gone without a budget for approximately nine months. While the battle has taken place in Ra-
leigh, its impact touches the day-to-day lives of our citizens here in Caldwell County.  
 

County government as well as our municipalities rely on state funding to provide essential public safety services, 
such as law enforcement and fire services. Educational opportunities and business growth in our county are sup-
ported with state funding. Our school system and community college use funds from the state to provide invaluable 
resources for our citizens. 
 

The current proposed bipartisan state budget for the FY 2019 2021 biennium includes funding for several critical 
County and community investments, specifically: 
 

* More than $15 million in capital funding for Caldwell County Schools 
 

* Nearly $7 million in capital funding for Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute 
 

* $50,000 to the Caldwell County Emergency Management Services 
 

* $258,000 to the Caldwell County Sheriff’s Office 
 

* $4.5 million to renovate and repair the Caldwell County Courthouse 
 

We, the Caldwell County Board of Commissioners, strongly encourage the General Assembly to act in accordance 
with the needs of our county and the entire state to override the objections of the governor and enact the proposed 
bipartisan budget. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Randy T. Church, Chairman 
Mike LaBrose, Vice Chair 
Jeff Branch, Commissioner 
Donnie Potter, Commissioner 
Robbie Wilkie, Commissioner 
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Clover Baptist Church invites you to their Easter Sunrise Service at 6:50am on Sunday, April 12. 
 

Day 3 Church will have their 2nd Annual Spring Jam/Recovery Through Christ event outdoors at 4365 Hickory 
Blvd, Granite Falls on April 25 from 11am to 2pm. Free food, bouncy houses, and various Christian artists will be 
performing along with guest speakers and testimonies. 

 

If we hear of any cancellations or postponements, we will pass them along. 
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