
 

Granite Falls native Clair Gilbert earns Girl Scouts’ highest honor 
 

COLFAX, NC (December 11, 2019) -- Girl Scouts Carolinas Peaks to Piedmont is 
pleased to announce that Clair Gilbert, Granite Falls, has earned her Girl Scout 
Gold Award, the highest award in Girl Scouting.  
 

Gilbert, daughter of Michael and Kay Gilbert and a member of Girl Scout Troop 
2034, created a silent finger fidget for children with cognitive impairments to use 
during class. The device was created to allow autistic, ADHD and cognitively dis-
abled children the ability to focus better in class with a discreet and non-
disruptive object.  
 

By earning the Girl Scout Gold Award, Gilbert has become a community leader. 
Her accomplishments reflect leadership and citizenship skills that set her apart.   
 

“Earning the Girl Scout Gold Award designation is truly a remarkable achieve-
ment, and this young woman exemplifies leadership in all its forms,” said Lane 
Cook, chief executive officer of Girl Scouts Carolinas Peaks to Piedmont. “She saw a need in her commu-
nity and took action. Her extraordinary dedication, perseverance and leadership is making the world a 
better place." 
 

The Gold Award represents the highest achievement in Girl Scouting, recognizing girls in grades 9 
through 12 who demonstrate extraordinary leadership through sustainable and measurable Take Action 
projects. After the minimum requirements are completed, the Gold Award project is the culmination of a 
girl's demonstration of self-discipline, leadership ability, time management, creativity, initiative and a sig-
nificant mastery of skills. Each girl must dedicate a minimum of 80 hours to planning and implementing 
her project, which must benefit the community and have long lasting impact. Since 1916, girls have suc-
cessfully answered the call to go gold, an act that indelibly marks them as accomplished members of their 
communities and the world. 
 

Some universities and colleges offer scholarships unique to Gold Award recipients, and girls who enlist in 
the U.S. Armed Forces may receive advanced rank in recognition of their achievements. 
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Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm  
For Next Week's Paper 

 

Luminary Display 
at Blue Ridge Memorial Park 

Friday, December 20, 2019 
 

Due to the forecast for 100% chance of rain tomorrow, 
the Luminary Display at Blue Ridge Memorial Park is 
postponed to Friday, Dec. 20. 
 

Every December, City staff make and light thousands of 
luminaries to display on the graves at Blue Ridge Memo-
rial Park to honor families whose loved ones are buried in 
the cemetery. 
 

Lighting generally starts around 4:30 p.m., and the Lumi-
nary Display starts at 6:00 p.m. Cemetery staff appreciate 
and welcome any volunteers who want to help light the 
luminaries. Staff will supply the lighters to volunteers. 

 
CCC&TI Angel Tree project 

 

HUDSON, NC (December 12, 2019) -- The North Caroli-
na Association of Education Office Professionals 
(NCAEOP) chapter on the Caldwell Campus of Caldwell 
Community College and Technical Institute in Hudson 
began distributing Christmas gifts for 27 local children on 
Thursday, Dec. 12 for its annual Angel Tree project. For 
17 years, NCAEOP members have collected donations 
from CCC&TI faculty, staff, retirees, students and friends 
for its annual Angel Tree drive. The project provides gifts 
for the children of qualifying CCC&TI students. Pictured 
(from left to right) are: CCC&TI staff Stacy Styles, Sharon 
McCrary, Meredith Stutts, Candice Quackenbush, Connie 
Wilson, Sandra Reece and Tammy Greene. 

 

The South Caldwell High School Chorus will be 
having a benefit Christmas concert at Pooveys Chapel 
Baptist Church in Hudson on Monday, December 16 at 
7:00pm. There is no cost but donations will be accepted. 
Donations will be used by the chorus for an upcoming 
trip to Atlanta for competition.  

 

Caldwell Pregnancy Care Center (CPCC) is looking 
for mature men to mentor fathers. This volunteer oppor-
tunity will consist of 2-3 hours per week and the impact 
you may have on a family could last for eternity. Please 
call CPCC at 828-757-9555 or come by and pick up an 
application.  
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Caldwell Arts Council's Junior Appalachian Mu-
sicians (JAM) students will perform Wednesday, De-
cember 18th at 4:45pm for Pinecrest Senior Living Cen-
ter (915 29th Ave NE, Hickory). 

 
Caldwell County – Exposures:  

A Photography Competition Announced 
 

The Caldwell Arts Council invites Caldwell County pho-
tographers to enter up to two framed, ready-to-hang 
photographic works in the January “Exposures: A Pho-
tography Competition” event.  All the details for partici-
pation are on the website: www.caldwellarts.com.  
 

An opening reception and awards announcement will be 
held Friday, January 10, 2020, 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The 
exhibition will continue through January 31, 2020. 
 

The Caldwell Arts Council presents the arts in all its 
forms to Caldwell County residents. Located at 601 Col-
lege Avenue in Lenoir, the Caldwell Arts Council is open 
Tuesday-Friday 9am-5pm and Saturdays 10am-2pm, 
free to the public. Phone 828-754-2486; Website 
www.caldwellarts.com.  

Thursday, December 12, 2019 3 



4 Thursday, December 12, 2019 

 

 



Thursday, December 12, 2019 5 

 

Blue Ridge Realty & Investments  
announce Grand Opening 

 

LENOIR, NC (December 6, 2019) -- Todd Rice and Bill 
Aceto, co-owners of Blue Ridge Realty & Investments 
announce the Grand Opening of their Lenoir Office lo-
cated at 215 Chruch Street NW in beautiful downtown 
Lenoir. The professional team includes Lenoir REAL-
TOR® and Broker-In-Charge, Don Williams; REAL-
TORS® Breanna McKay, Mary Baker, and Beverly Clark; 
in addition to the Broker Operations Manager, REAL-
TOR® Michelle Hammond. 

 

Blue Ridge Realty & Investments is one of the longest 
established independent real estate companies in West-
ern North Carolina.  The company was founded in 1981 
and has consistently been a leader in real estate sales for 
residential, land, commercial, rentals, property manage-
ment, and development. With a results-driven approach 
known for integrity, customer relations, and impeccable 
service, Blue Ridge Realty & Investments includes 7 Real 
Estate Office locations, 45+ REALTOR®/Broker Agents, 
and 7 Administrative Support Staff. Additionally, the 
company is on the cutting edge for technology, network-
ing and marketing. Currently, the company is members 
of multiple marketing networks, four separate MLS sys-
tems and has agents licensed in three states. 
 

The Blue Ridge Realty & Investments Lenoir Office is 
already securing its place as a leader in real estate servic-
ing Lenoir, Hudson, Granite Falls, Hickory, Caldwell 
County, and the Catawba Valley. 
 

Give Blue Ridge Realty & Investments a call today for 
any of your Real Estate needs; we’ve got you covered!  
For more information, or with interest in a Broker/
REALTOR® position in Lenoir, please contact Todd 
Rice or Bill Aceto at info@brri.net. 
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NCDA&CS announces specialty  
crop block grant recipients 

 

RALEIGH, NC (December 11, 2019) -- The N.C. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services recently an-
nounced recipients of over $1.3 million in funding from 
the USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. The 
funding will be used for projects that enhance the quality 
of specialty crops grown in North Carolina. 
 

North Carolina’s specialty crops include fruits, vegeta-
bles, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, Christmas 
trees, turfgrass and sod, and nursery and greenhouse 
crops. Grant proposals were submitted by nonprofit or-
ganizations, commodity groups, government agencies 
and universities. 
 

Some of the funding went to support the N.C. Good Agri-
cultural Practices Program and the N.C. Water Analysis 
Program. Carolina Farm Stewardship received funding 
for its project called “Increasing Competitiveness: Food 
Safety and Quality.” 
 

In addition, N.C. State University received funding for 
the following 10 research projects: 
 

• Attract and Kill for Managing Brown Marmorated 
Stink Bug; 
 

• Breeding Flavorful Disease Resistant Strawberry Culti-
vars; 
 

• Comprehensive Christmas Tree Management Using 
Drones; 
 

• Elongate Hemlock Scale and Fraser Fir; 
 

• Heirloom–Type Tomato Hybrids for Niche-Markets; 
 

• Hemlock Restoration in Nurseries and Landscapes; 
 

• Horizontal Planting to Improve Sweet Potato Produc-
tion; 
 

• Improving Field Production of Grafted Tomatoes; 
 

• Postharvest Disease Control for Export Sweet Potatoes; 
 

• Tulip and Dutch Iris Extended Storage 
 

The Specialty Crop Block Grant Program is administered 
by the department and funded by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture under the 2018 farm bill. More infor-
mation about the program is available at 
www.NCSpecialtyCropGrant.org. 

Read the Caldwell Journal online in 
the format of a booklet 

www.issuu.com/caldwelljournal 
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202 Harper Avenue NW ● Lenoir, NC 28645 
(Crossroad Shopping Center) 

Visit with us at our 
New Location!!! 
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Largest Independent Drug 
Store In  

North Carolina 

GRANITE DRUG CENTER 
21 Falls Avenue 

Granite Falls, NC  28630 

(828) 396-2144 

(828) 396-7820 

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE 

Christmas Merchandise on display 
 

Great selection of ornaments & gifts!!! 
 

*Special Buys On Christmas Trees* 

 

  

We Fill 
Propane 
Tanks 

 

 

 

Chainsaws, Trimmers, Blowers and more 
 

We have a huge selection  
of space heaters!!! 

 

Look For Our December Sale Paper 

Now offering free deliveries 
for prescriptions 

 

Immunizations including  
Flu Shots 

 

Medicare Part D Open  
Enrollment from 10/15  

to 12/7...Let us help 
 

Call us for more details 
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CCC&TI Now Registering for 2020 Job Training, Continuing Education Courses 
 

HUDSON, NC (December 6, 2010) -- Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute is now registering for 
several upcoming Continuing Education courses, including workforce development, career training and general 
interest. Following is a schedule of upcoming courses: 
 

Mental Health First Aid 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will offer a Mental Health First Aid training course from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. on Jan. 21 and Jan. 22 on the Caldwell Campus in Hudson. Focused on identifying, understanding 
and responding to the signs of mental health and substance abuse issues, the 8-hour training course is popular 
with medical professionals, business staff, law enforcement and the faith community. The cost of the class is $75 
and includes textbook. For more information, or to register, call 828-726-2242. 
 

Aviation Ground School 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will offer an Aviation Ground School course from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays from Jan. 7 to April 28 in H-211 on the Caldwell Campus in Hudson. No prior pi-
loting experience is necessary. The course will cover the basic knowledge required of a private pilot to pass the Pri-
vate Pilot Airplane written exam and will prepare students for their flight training in an actual aircraft with a flight 
instructor. The cost of the class is $181. For more information, or to register, call 828-726-2242. 
 

Welding – MIG and TIG 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will offer TIG and MIG welding classes on the Caldwell Cam-
pus in Hudson. The TIG Welding class will be offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. from Jan. 
7 to April 30.  The MIG Welding class will be on Mondays and Wednesdays from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. from Jan. 6 to 
May 4. The cost of each class is $187. For more information, or to register, call 828-726-2242. 
 

Welding at Watauga High School 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute’s Watauga Campus will offer three Welding classes at Watau-
ga High School on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. from Jan. 15 to May 15. The three classes 
will cover Basic Welding, TIG Welding and MIG Welding. The cost is $186 per class. For more information, or to 
register, call 828-297-8120. 
 

Computed Tomography  
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will offer a Computed Tomography program on the Caldwell 
Campus in Hudson. The program provides the education and clinic experience for a registered technologist in radi-
ography, nuclear medicine or radiation therapy to pursue post primary certification in computed tomography. The 
course includes an online component and a clinical component. To qualify, applicants must have a primary certifi-
cation in Nuclear Medicine or Radiography. The program will be offered from Jan. 6 to Aug. 30 with a registration 
deadline of Dec. 19. The total cost is $582. For additional information, interested students can contact Leslie Deal 
at 828-726-2330 or ldeal@cccti.edu. 
 

Introduction to Heating and Air Conditioning (HVAC) – Level I 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will offer Introduction to HVAC – Level I on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. from Jan. 7 to April 29 in J-221 on the Caldwell Campus. Intro to HVAC fo-
cuses on trade mathematics, basic electricity, air distribution systems, piping practices and soldering/brazing. The 
cost for the class is $181.  For more information, or to register, call 726-2242. 
 

Intermediate Heating and Air Conditioning (HVAC) – Level II 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will offer Intermediate HVAC – Level II on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. from Jan. 7 to April 28 in J-221 on the Caldwell Campus. Intermediate HVAC 
focuses on alternating current, compressors, refrigerants and oils, leak detection, evacuation recovery, charging, 
metering devices, heat pumps, maintenance, chimney vents and flues, sheet metal duct systems, fiberglass/fabric 
duct systems, commercial airside systems, air quality equipment and hydronic systems. The cost for the class is 
$181.  For more information, or to register, call 828-726-2242. 
 

Introduction to Plumbing – Level I 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will offer Introduction to Plumbing – Level I on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. from Jan. 6 to April 29 in J-221 on the Caldwell Campus in Hudson. The cost 
for the class is $181. For more information, or to register, call 828-726-2242. 
 

Intermediate Plumbing – Level II 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will offer Intermediate Plumbing – Level II on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. from Jan. 7 to April 28 in J-221 on the Caldwell Campus in Hudson. The cost 
for the class is $181. For more information, or to register, call 828-726-2242. 

 

Continued on page 11... 
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Spring Dates Announced for Watauga Carry Out Cuisine Events 
 

BOONE, NC (December 11, 2019) -- Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute’s Watauga Campus Culi-
nary Arts program will offer Carry Out Cuisine events during the Spring 2020 semester to the general public and 
will also continue to offer the Chef’s Table Dining Experience events. Each of the menus will focus on different 
cooking methods that students will be studying throughout the semester. 
 

The Carry Out Cuisine and Chef’s Table events offer the public an opportunity to enjoy gourmet fare at a reasona-
ble price, while also helping CCC&TI’s Culinary students apply their classroom knowledge in a real-world setting.  
 

Meals are $20 per person and reservations are recommended. Cash only payments are accepted when meals are 
picked up on the day of service. Pick-up times are 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the Watauga Campus Kitchen, Building 
W141, Room 102. Bulk packaged meals also are available if reserved in advance. 
 

A limited number of tickets to the Chef’s Table Dining Experience will be available during each Carry Out Cuisine 
event. Tickets are $25.  Diners at the Chef’s Table watch as meals are prepared by students and enjoy tableside ser-
vice in the Culinary Arts Kitchen. Reservations are required ahead of time for seating at the Chef’s Table. 
Following are dates and menus for each of the Carry Out Cuisine and Chef’s Table Events: 
 

Tuesday, February 4 (Roasting) 
Soft Dinner Roll 
Bacon Corn Chowder 
Stuffed Chicken Roulade with Herbed Velouté Sauce 
Sautéed Potato Pancakes 
Roasted Winter Vegetables 
Bread Pudding with Whiskey Sauce 
 

Tuesday, March 3 (Sous Vide) 
Herbed Focaccia Bread 
Lettuce Wedge with Bacon, Tomato and Bleu Cheese 
Beef Short Ribs Sous Vide with Bordelaise Sauce 
Zucchini and Yellow Squash Sauté Provençale 
Steamed Basmati Rice with Mirepoix 
Fudge Brownie with Salted Caramel 
 

Tuesday, April 7 (Sauté) 
Roasted Garlic Baguette 
Classic Caesar Salad 
Sautéed Veal Medallion with Fresh Tomatoes and Mixed Mushrooms 
Grilled Vegetable Medley 
Risotto alla Parmigiana 
Fresh Strawberry Shortcake 
 

For more information or to reserve your tickets for any of these Carry 
Out Cuisine or Chef’s Table events, contact Chef Robert Back at 828-
297-3811 ext. 5222 or by email at rback@cccti.edu. 
 

In photo: CCC&TI Culinary Arts student Hunter Sharp prepares food 
in the Culinary Arts kitchen on the Watauga Campus.  
 
Caldwell County Yokefellow is moving into a new location with an anticipated opening the 6th of January. 
They need an army of volunteers to help at the new location. The weeks of December 2nd and 9th the existing 
Thrift Store will begin moving racks and remaining inventory to the new 202 Harper location. Strong backs, 
trucks, and vans would be wonderful. The Food Pantry will need additional helpers and strong backs beginning the 
2nd week of December to begin dismantling the Food Pantry and moving shelving, coolers, and food inventory to 
the 202 Harper location. Moving work hours will be 9:30-3:30 now through the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
weeks. Contact Sharon Harmon at (754-7088) for more specifics. 

 

Dry Ponds Baptist Church in Granite Falls, NC, is seeking a full-time Minister of Youth and Children. The 
youth and children associate minister of Dry Ponds Baptist Church needs to provide innovative and strong Chris-
tian leadership to develop relationships for Christ for and within Dry Ponds Baptist Church. Please send resumes 
to the church at 5235 Union Church Road, Granite Falls, NC 28630 or email them to secretary@dryponds.org.  

 

Interested in Growing Industrial Hemp?  
Learn how at Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute. CCC&TI is a fantastic place to learn about this 
new emerging crop. Some classes are offered via distance education and others are face-to-face. To learn more visit 
CCC&TI's Small Business Page or contact Ben Willis at 828-726-3065 or bwillis@cccti.edu.  
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CCC&TI Now Registering for 2020 Job 
Training, Continuing Education Courses 

Continued from page 9... 
 

Introduction to Industrial Maintenance 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will 
offer Introduction to Industrial Maintenance on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. from Jan. 
7 to April 28 in S-103 on the Caldwell Campus in Hud-
son. The course covers all five major areas of industrial 
maintenance knowledge, including general, mechanical, 
electrical, welding and preventative maintenance. The 
cost for the class is $181. For more information, or to 
register, call 828-726-2242. 
 

Introduction to Upholstery 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will 
offer two Introduction to Upholstery classes beginning 
in January. One class will meet on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. from Jan. 6 to 
April 15 in J-118 on the Caldwell Campus. The second 
class will meet from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from Jan. 7 to April 9 in J-118 on the 
Caldwell Campus in Hudson. The cost of each class is 
$187. For more information, or to register, call 828-726-
2242. 
 

Industrial Sewing 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will 
offer two Industrial Sewing classes beginning in Janu-
ary. One class will meet on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. from Jan. 6 to April 29 in J-121 on 
the Caldwell Campus. The second class will meet from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays from Jan. 7 to 
April 28 in J-121 on the Caldwell Campus in Hudson. 
The cost of each class is $181. For more information, or 
to register, call 828-726-2242. 
 

Fundamentals of Machining I 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute will 
offer the Fundamentals of Machining I on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. from Jan. 
27 to June 29 in J-136 on the Caldwell Campus. The 256
-hour course is designed to provide students with the 
fundamental knowledge of basic manual machining 
technology. The course will include industrial safety, 
blueprint reading and manufacturing materials lessons, 
as well as hands-on training on the manual mill and 
manual lathe. This course will lead into Fundamentals of 
Machining II, which covers more advanced manual ma-
chining lessons, as well as, base level CNC programming 
and operation skills. The cost for the class is $181. For 
more information, or to register, call 828-726-2242. 
 

It's Not Too Late for Lawn Care 
If your fall over-seeding didn’t fill in the lawn as fully as 
you had expected, you can still apply a little extra seed to 
those thin spots. The seed will come up slowly over the 
winter and should be filled in fully by spring. A late fall 
lawn fertilization is important. This is typically done in 
late November, but if you forgot about it you can do it 
now.  A Caldwell Cooperative Extension Tip 
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