
 

Caldwell County Extension Director Seth Nagy Recognized  
by the National Association of County Agricultural Agents 

 

LENOIR, NC (October 4, 2019) -- Seth Nagy received the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award from the National Association of County Agriculture Agents dur-
ing the 2019 Annual Meeting and Professional Improvement Conference 
held in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Seth Nagy was one of several honorees who 
represent the top two percent of the membership selected by their peers and 
the Director of Extension. The following represents the awardee's recognition 
citation:  
 

Seth Nagy has a great love for North Carolina agriculture and farmers in 
Caldwell County.  This is evident by his 20 years of educational programs in 
Caldwell County, NC.  As a field crops and livestock agent with County Ad-
ministrative duties, Seth spends his time in the field helping farmers as well 
as supporting and leading the County Extension Program. Seth said, “I’m 
proud of the Caldwell Extension Center Team and the work we do helping 
farmers, families, and everyone with nutrition education. It’s very rewarding 
work. We grow as much as those we help.” 
 
Crest View Baptist Church, 1908 Blowing Rock Boulevard, Lenoir, will have their annual Children's Fall Festi-
val on Sunday, October 20, from 3:00 PM until 5:00 PM. Inflatables, Hayride, Face Painting, Cookie Decorating, 
Crafts, Maze, Puppet Show, Ring Toss, Bean Bag Toss, Spin-the-Wheel, Pumpkin Walk, Balloons, Popcorn, 
Hotdogs with all the trimmings and lots of candy!  ALL are invited and the event is free! Donations will be accepted 
to support an orphanage in Romania through Finding Hope Ministries. Bring the family for an afternoon of 
fun! For more information, you may call 828-758-8888 or 828-850-3685.  
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Caldwell Journal Weather 
  

.
High 76 Low 51 

Precipitation:  17% 
 

 Mostly sunny & nice. 
High 79 Low 55 

Precipitation:  7% 
 

 Times of clouds & sun. 
High 79 Low 50 

Precipitation:  25% 
 

 Partly sunny & pleasant
High 72 Low 49 

Precipitation:  21% 
 

 Mostly sunny & pleasant
High 79 Low 46 

Precipitation:  10% 
 

 Pleasant with some sun. 
High 73 Low 54 

Precipitation:  25% 
 
 A t-storm possible

High 72 Low 41 
Precipitation:  30% 
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Ready, Set, Go!  Annual Enrollment is Here! 

by Laura B. Sedlacek 
 

LENOIR, NC (October 1, 2019) -- Hey!  It’s that time 
again – Annual Enrollment!  The Annual Enrollment Pe-
riod for Medicare Advantage (MA) and Prescription Drug 
Plans (PDP) also known as Part D is on its way.  Annual 
Enrollment for these plans is October 15th-December 7th. 
 

This is the time period when you can renew your coverage 
as is, change plans within the same company, make a 
change in your MA or PDP plans, or take one out if you 
are not currently in the initial coverage enrollment time 
period and haven’t had one before.  You can also drop 
your MA plan and return to Original Medicare, a Medi-
care Supplement (Medigap) and/or a stand-alone Part D 
plan, etc.  Please note:  you may have to qualify medically 
to go on a Medigap plan depending on your circumstanc-
es. 
 

There are many things to consider during Annual Enroll-
ment.   Be sure to consult an insurance professional who 
can compare the differences in your choices for you.  You 
ultimately will want to get a coverage that works best 
overall for your situation with doctors and hospitals who 
accept your plan.  Any plan changes must be received by 
December 7th so don’t delay exploring your choices to-
day. 
 

~Bush and Associates insurance has been offering local 
area insurance products for more than 35 years.  They 
specialize in Medicare Supplements (aka Medigap) and 
Other Medicare Products.  Get in touch with them today 
for a free, no obligation, Quote comparison. 
 

BUSH AND ASSOCIATES 
916 Wilkesboro Blvd. Lenoir NC 28645 

(828) 754-2601 
quotes@bushandassociates.net 

www.mynchealthplan.com 
 

Mountain Grove Church is hosting Sandi Patty and 
Sheilia Walsh for a Women's Conference on November 3 
from 7:00-10:00pm. Tickets are available 
at www.SandiAndSheila.com.    
 
Brotherhood Meetings are held on the second Tues-
day of every month for men in all interested churches. 
The meetings start at 6:30pm with dinner followed by a 
worship service. The next meeting will be held on Novem-
ber 12 at Indian Hills Baptist Church, 2550 Indian Grave 
Rd, Lenoir. If you have questions contact Rev. Tony Har-
ris at 828-485-8490.  
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Read the Caldwell Journal online in 
the format of a booklet 

www.issuu.com/caldwelljournal 



 

CCC&TI Celebrates Truck Driver Training 
Program Graduates 

 

HUDSON, NC (October 9, 2019) -- Caldwell Community 
College and Technical Institute celebrated 11 students 
from the Truck Driver Training program during a com-
pletion ceremony on Wednesday, Oct. 9 at the J.E. 
Broyhill Civic Center in Lenoir. The participating stu-
dents included: (front row, left to right) Elias Smith of 
Bethlehem, Channie Herman of Mountain City, Tenn., 
Tyler Wike of Dudley Shoals, Tommy DeLoach of Lenoir 
and Eric Tomlinson of Morganton; (back row, left to 
right) Trent Kirby of Dudley Shoals, Grayson Morgan of 
Collettsville, B. Josh Ledford of Maiden, Bryan Galbraith 
of Morganton, Christopher Deal of Conover and Jason 
Thomsen of Jacksonville, N.C. CCC&TI Truck Driver 
Training classes are offered in Avery, Caldwell, Forsyth, 
Gaston, Richmond, Rowan, Rutherford, Union and Yad-
kin counties. Tuition assistance is available for those 
who qualify. The next Truck Driver Training class in 
Hudson with available seats is scheduled for Jan. 6 to 
March 10, meeting Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. To 5 
p.m. To register for Truck Driver Training at CCC&TI or 
for information on class schedules, please call 828-726-
2380 or visit www.cccti.edu.  See photo below... 
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Health Department Flu Drive Thru 
 

LENOIR, NC (October 8, 2019) -- The Caldwell County Health Department is hosting a “Flu Drive-Thru Clinic” for 
Monday, October 21st from 9am -10am in the front parking lot of the Caldwell County Health Department. The flu 
vaccine being administered this year is the quadrivalent vaccine and is designed to protect against four different flu 
viruses: two influenza A and two influenza B viruses. 
 

The Caldwell County Health Department accepts most insurances (Medicare part B card, current Medicaid card, or 
any other private insurance). Please provide a front and back copy of your insurance card, at time of service. Unin-
sured patients can receive a flu shot for $30. We accept cash and check at time of service. 
 

For your convenience and to save time at the flu drive thru, flu consent forms can be found online our website at 
caldwellcountync.org/health-department. 
 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that getting vaccinated is the single best way for people to 
protect not only themselves against flu, but their loved ones as well. So, make sure to come by the drive thru and 
get your flu shot on October 21st. 
 

For more information about the clinic, please call 828-426-8461 
 

Attorney General Josh Stein Announces  
Courts Shut Down Children-Targeting Vape Companies in NC 

 

RALEIGH, NC (October 7, 2019) -- Attorney General Josh Stein today announced that he has made significant pro-
gress in his lawsuits against e-cigarette companies VapeCo Distribution, Electronic Tobacconist, Electric Lotus, 
Direct eLiquid, Beard Vape, Tinted Brew, Juice Man, and EonSmoke. The suits, which are brought under the North 
Carolina Unfair or Deceptive Trade Practices Act, allege that these companies are aggressively targeting children 
and do not require appropriate age verification when selling these dangerous and addictive products.  
 

“We are only beginning to see the harmful, even deadly health impacts vaping has on young people,” said Attorney 
General Josh Stein. “But we absolutely know that their tobacco use is on the rise – and that these companies have 
aggressively marketed their e-cigs to addict a new generation to nicotine. I’m pleased that the courts have shut 
these companies down while the cases continue. I will do everything in my power to protect our kids from any ille-
gal business practices.” 
 

VapeCo Distribution has agreed not to sell, offer deliver, market, or otherwise provide vapor products in North 
Carolina. A court agreed to put in place a temporary restraining order to prohibit Electronic Tobacconist from sell-
ing its products in North Carolina and there are preliminary injunctions in place for Electric Lotus, Direct eLiquid, 
and Beard Vape to prohibit them from selling products in North Carolina for the duration of each litigation.  
 

Attorneys for three other companies, Tinted Brew, Juice Man, and Eonsmoke, in addition to VapeCo, have sought 
to move their cases to federal court – a move that the Department of Justice is fighting to stop. 
 

Attorney General Stein’s lawsuits ask for the courts to shut down sales from these companies in North Carolina. In 
May of this year, Attorney General Stein filed a similar lawsuit against Juul. 
 
Brookdale Lenoir Assisted Living has a monthly Veteran's Buffet Breakfast every third Tuesday of the month 
and all veterans and spouses are welcome. During the November breakfast, which will be held on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 19 from 9:00-10:30am, there will be a special celebration. Veterans are invited to come and bring any items 
from your service time to display. For reservations or more information, call 828-757-7800.  
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Greer Promoted to Blue Ridge Energy  
Director of Information Technology 

 

LENOIR, NC (October 7, 2019) -- Tanner Greer was re-
cently promoted to Director of Information Technology 
for Blue Ridge Energy. 
 

Greer began his career at Blue Ridge Energy as a college 
intern with the information technology (IT) group. After 
graduating from Appalachian State University in 2008 
with a bachelor’s degree in business administration and 
a minor in computer information systems, he was hired 
as a network administrator. Prior to his recent promo-
tion, Greer held the title of IT infrastructure manager. In 
his new role, he will manage the IT group, using Blue 
Ridge Energy’s strategy model to strengthen the use of 
technology for efficient operations and achieving the 
goal of providing the best member service. 
 

The IT group, based out of Blue Ridge Energy’s corpo-
rate office in Lenoir, oversees all technological functions 
for the cooperative and its two subsidiaries, Blue Ridge 
Energy Propane and Fuels, and RidgeLink. The group 
provides crucial support to employees throughout the 
cooperative’s service area and its day-to-day member/
customer service functions along with cyber security 
protections. 
 

“We are excited for Tanner and congratulate him on his 
new position,” said Sr. VP and Chief Technology Officer 
Brad Shields. Throughout his 10-year career at Blue 
Ridge Energy, he has played a critical role in helping the 
cooperative elevate its ability to meet the growing tech-
nological needs for our employees, members and cus-
tomers.” 
 

Greer and his wife Lauren reside in Lenoir.  
 

Blue Ridge Energy serves some 76,000 members in 
Caldwell, Watauga, Ashe, and Alleghany counties as well 
as parts of Avery, Alexander and Wilkes counties. Learn 
more at www.BlueRidgeEnergy.com or on the coopera-
tive’s social media on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 
Catawba County Firefighter’s  

Memorial Service 
 

CONOVER, NC (October 3, 2019) -- The Catawba Coun-
ty Firefighter Memorial Service will be held at 3:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, October 13, 2019 at Joy Baptist Church lo-
cated at 4015 Herman Sipe road in Conover. Weather 
permitting, the service will conclude at the memorial site 
next door at the Catawba County Firefighter’s Museum. 
This is the 19th annual service, and this year’s event will 
have 9 members that we will be paying tribute to on this 
special afternoon.   
 

“This service has a special meaning for all who attend, 
but especially for the family of the deceased fire service 
members that we honor and remember.  These men and 
women have given years of their lives to our county’s fire 
service, and it is only proper that we give their families 
an hour of our time in remembrance of them.” states 
Memorial Coordinator David Pruitt.   
 

For more information, contact David Pruitt, Catawba 
County Firefighter Memorial Committee at 828-302-
4300 or email dpruitt@catawbacountync.gov. 



 

Hudson’s Finest Businesses... 
 
 
 

Vintage Café (Café & Bakery) 
540 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-3043   www.facebook.com/VintageCafeBakery 

 
The Local Bean (Coffee shop) 

536 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 726-3888   www.facebook.com/thelocalbeanhudson 

 
Blanca’s Cakes 

534B Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 640-7701   www.facebook.com/blancas.cakes.3 

 
State Farm Insurance 

534A Central Street Suite A 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-5581   www.insuremeangel.com 

 
Just Roll With It (Food, Wine & Beer) 

107 Fairway Avenue 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 572-5588   www.facebook.com/justrollwithithudson 

 
The Pink Gypsie Boutique 

524 Central Main Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 572-2808   www.facebook.com/thepinkgypsyboutique 
 

 

Shop in downtown Hudson & support local!!! 

We Buy, Sell & Trade   Tues thru Fri 9 to 5  Sat 9 to 1 

YESTERYEARS 
Antiques & Collectibles 

 

538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638 
  

828.728.3161   yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net 
 

www.yesteryears-antiques.com 
 

Step Back In Time…Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!!  1000’s Of Items

Shop 
Local 

Shop 
Local 
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Caldwell Hospice  
Celebrates Patient’s 101st Year! 

 

LENOIR, NC (October 8, 2019) -- Family, friends, and 
Caldwell Hospice staff and volunteers celebrated a spe-
cial birthday with patient Willie Houck, who turned 101 
on October 7, 2019. Mr. Houck requested and enjoyed a 
birthday lunch of country-style steak, mashed potatoes 
with gravy, and collard greens. Those present also en-
joyed delicious cupcakes, pound cake and banana pud-
ding. Mr. Houck was presented a birthday card with 101 
signatures from Caldwell Hospice staff and volunteers. 
"Everyone at Caldwell Hospice has been very patient and 
caring with my dad," says Grover Houck. Houck is pic-
tured below with son Grover Houck and daughter 
Frances Coffey. 

 
Blue Ridge Parkway Reopens Six-Mile  

Section Near Roanoke 
 

ROANOKE, VA (October 9, 2019) -- Blue Ridge Parkway 
officials announced today the reopening of the Parkway 
from milepost 106 to milepost 112 near Roanoke, Virgin-
ia. This section of parkway was closed on Friday, Sep-
tember 6 due to hazardous driving conditions caused by 
settling of subsurface material under the roadway.     
 

Patching of the hazard areas has been completed and the 
road is back open for travel. Funding to complete full 
restoration of this portion of the motor road is anticipat-
ed in 2023 or later.  
 

Parkway officials would like to thank local residents and 
parkway travelers for their patience during this process. 
 

Remember, before planning travel on the Parkway, al-
ways check the Parkway's Real Time Road Map for po-
tential closures at https://go.nps.gov/ParkwayRoads. 
 
Caldwell Pregnancy Care Center (CPCC) is looking 
for mature men to mentor fathers. This volunteer oppor-
tunity will consist of 2-3 hours per week and the impact 
you may have on a family could last for eternity. Please 
call CPCC at 828-757-9555 or come by and pick up an 
application.  
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202 Harper Avenue NW ● Lenoir, NC 28645 
(Crossroad Shopping Center) 

Visit with us at our 
New Location!!! 
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Largest Independent Drug 
Store In  

North Carolina 

GRANITE DRUG CENTER 
21 Falls Avenue 

Granite Falls, NC  28630 

(828) 396-2144 

(828) 396-7820 

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE 

Stop in and visit with us! 
 

Now featuring work from many local Artisans 

 

 

Prepare For Winter 
 

Grass Seed, Straw, Broadcasters and More... 

We Fill 
Propane 
Tanks 

Chainsaws, Trimmers, Blowers and more Chainsaws, Trimmers, Blowers and more 
Granite Hardware offers Battery Powered Products 

Sawmills Hardware offers Battery & Gas Powered Products 

Now offering free deliveries 
for prescriptions 

 

Immunizations including  
Flu Shots 

 

Medicare Part D Open  
Enrollment from 10/15  

to 12/7...Let us help 
 

Call us for more details 
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One - Opportunities, Networking, and Education youth leadership for eighth graders 
 

LENOIR, NC (October 4, 2019) -- Middle school students aspire to greater heights of leadership and career devel-
opment through the ONE Leadership Program - Opportunities, Networking, and Education - coordinated by the 
Caldwell County Schools, Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute and the Caldwell Chamber of Com-
merce.  
 

“This is an opportunity to look forward into the future,” said Bryan Moore, President and CEO of the Caldwell 
Chamber of Commerce. “We want to show these students the multiple levels of career options that are available 
here in Caldwell County.” 
 

The leadership development class has grown from 24 in the 2018-2019 school year to 28 students per semester, 
totaling 56 this school year. Eighth graders are selected to participate because they start making course selections 
for high school career and academic pathways by this spring. 
 

Each middle school in the district participates in the program and school counselors select students who would 
benefit by being exposed to a variety of businesses in Caldwell County that require different levels of education, 
experience, and abilities for employment. 
 

“They will learn strategic leadership skills that will help them become better informed and educated in developing 
their career path,” said Superintendent Dr. Donald Phipps. 
 

During the ONE Leadership Program students will tour facilities and learn of the professional needs at Blue Ridge 
Energy, MDI, UNC Healthcare, and Stallergenes Greer. Students will also be involved in soft skills training and 
leadership development. 
 

“This is a unique experience for our future leaders,” said Dr. Jeff Church, Co-Facilitator and Associate Superinten-
dent of the Caldwell County Schools. “These students will become ambassadors for youth leadership development 
in Caldwell County.” 

 
Assistance for Farmland Damages  

from Excessive Rain and Flooding Sign-up Begins October 9, 2019 
 

MORGANTON, NC (October 3, 2019) -- As a result of damages to farmland caused by excessive rain and flooding 
in June 2019, Burke, and Caldwell County farmers and agricultural producers are eligible for assistance through 
USDA’s Emergency Conservation Program (ECP).  ECP is established to rehabilitate farmlands severely harmed by 
the effects of natural disasters such as tornados, hurricanes, flooding or drought. 
 

Eligible land under ECP includes land normally used for farming or ranching operations, land used for producing 
agricultural commodities, land where conservation structures are installed, and land privately owned on which 
commercial aquaculture facilities are located. 
 

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible cost 
of restoration measures. The following types of measures may be eligible: 
 

      *  EC1 - Removing debris from farmland 
 

      *  EC2 – Grading, shaping, releveling or similar measures 
 

      *  EC3 – Livestock Fence Restoration 
                 

The objective of each practice is to return the land to agricultural use by providing cost-share assistance.  Produc-
ers who have suffered a loss from flooding should apply at the Burke-McDowell-Caldwell FSA Office beginning Oc-
tober 9, 2019 through December 9, 2019. 
 

To be eligible for cost shares, practices shall not be started until a request has first been filed at the FSA Office.  
Minimum damages must be at least $1000. 
 

An FSA representative will perform an onsite inspection of all damages prior to approval.  FSA office hours are 
from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday. 
 

For questions please contact the Burke-McDowell-Caldwell FSA office at 130 Ammons Drive, Suite 1, Morganton, 
NC 28655; 828-439-9727 ext. 2. 
 
Lakeview Baptist Church, 325 Shasta Lane, Lenoir, will host their Fall Gathering October 13 through October 
16. Services start at 6:00pm on October 13 and 7:00pm October 14-16. Dr. Wade Dellinger will be sharing God's 
words and Mercy's River will provide the music. They would love for you to join them!  
 
North Catawba Baptist Church will host Michael Wayne Smith in concert at the church on October 13 at 6:00 
PM. On October 20 at 6:00 PM and October 21-23 at 7:00 PM revival will be held with Dr. Chris Morgan.  
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Tucker’s Barn Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution Organized 
 

LENOIR, NC (September 26, 2029) -- A Daughters of the American Revolution chapter in Caldwell County is one 
step away from becoming official.  
 

After a meeting Sept. 7, a report signed by 45 organizing members proposing the creation of a local chapter named 
Tucker’s Barn has been sent to the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution.  In May, the NSDAR 
approved the organizing of a chapter in Lenoir. The chapter is expected to be chartered by the NSDAR in October. 
 

The new chapter’s name is a nod to local history. In 1771, the North Carolina Legislature was petitioned for a new 
county and county seat, closer to the western part of the state and easier to access than Salisbury. The area around 
Tucker's Barn or Tucker’s Muster Ground was selected in 1777 for a governing seat. William Tucker's property was 
the local meeting place for many functions, including public meetings, voting and social gatherings. The local mili-
tia also held drills there four times a year. 
 

Lenoir has been one of the largest communities in the western part of the state without a DAR chapter. That wasn't 
always the case. In 1920, the Col. Ninian Beall Chapter was organized in Lenoir. This chapter existed for 49 years. 
The Fort Grider Chapter was organized in Lenoir in 1970 and disbanded in 1984. Tangible evidence of these chap-
ters’ efforts at historic preservation remains in the form of marked Revolutionary War Patriot graves and other ef-
forts. The Fort Grider Chapter was formed to help preserve Fort Defiance.  
 

Starting last fall, a series of meetings were held to determine if there was enough interest to start a chapter here. 
And the response was tremendous. The organizing group includes 34 new DAR members as well as 11 women 
whose membership is being reinstated or transferred from another chapter.  
 

They are: Donna Annas, Cynthia Beam, Evelyn Beam, Georgianna Bland, Anna Bottoms, Jeana Brown, Patricia 
Davis, Cynthia Day, Debbra DeVusser, Phyllis Fields,  Katrina Franklin, Teresa Gilbert, Claudia Greene, Deborah 
Hage, ElizaBeth Hage, Diana Hale, Karen Hatton, Emily Hedrick, Regina Hefner, Jeannie Hollar, Joelle Jefcoat, 
Shirley Kanode,  Melanie Lee, Dorothy Little, Denise Lunsford, Paulette McCall, Catherine McDaniel, Katherine 
McKee, Sondra McKeon, Velda McLean, Sherry Miller, Deborah Mirco, Alma Mullinax, Terri Oppel, Beatrice Pope, 
Charis Proffit, Lynn Proffit, Vickie Setzer, Brenda Smith,  Alta Steele, Judy Steele, Amy Tobergte, Linda Walker, 
Marisa Wallace and Martha West. 
 

During the organizing meeting at Kings Creek Baptist Church, the new members took their oaths and received 
DAR pins. A slate of chapter officers also was sworn in. They are: Cynthia Day, Regent; Cynthia Beam, Vice Regent; 
Anna Bottoms, Chaplain, Teresa Gilbert, Recording Secretary; Martha West, Corresponding Secretary; Melanie 
Lee, Treasurer; Regina Hefner, Registrar; Sherry Miller, Historian; and Velda McLean, Librarian. 
 

On behalf of the 7,500 Tar Heel members, state Regent Carole Weiss welcomed the Tucker’s Barn group as it pre-
pares to join the 104 other DAR chapters in North Carolina. Other state officers who attended were: Mary Tatum, 
Recording Secretary; Anne Hobbs, Organizing Secretary; Rosie Craig, Treasurer; Donna Rhyne, Registrar, Libby 
McAteer, Historian; and Nancy Wark, Librarian. Elizabeth Graham, NSDAR Vice President General and Honorary 
State Regent, also attended and welcomed the chapter on behalf of NSDAR. Robin Meyer, NCSDAR District II Di-
rector, welcomed the chapter to the district.  
 

In attendance also were representatives of the following Chapters – Col. Frederick Hambright, Daniel Boone, Ed-
ward Buncombe, Hickory Tavern, John Hoyle, Joseph McDowell, Major William Chronicle, Mary Slocumb, Meck-
lenburg Declaration, Micajah Bullock, Quaker Meadows, Samuel Johnson, Stamp Defiance, Vesuvius Furnace, 
Waightstill Avery, Yates Mill and others – as well as the Col. Alexander Erwin Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution from Morganton. 
 

The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution was founded in 1890 to promote historic preservation, 
education and patriotism. Any woman age 18 or older – regardless of race, religion or ethnic background – who 
can prove direct lineal descent from a person who served in the military or a civil capacity during the war or ren-
dered material aid to the American Independence cause is eligible.  
 

With more than 177,000 members in about 3,000 chapters worldwide, DAR is one of the world's largest and most 
active service organizations. DAR members are committed to volunteer service having served more than 12.5 mil-
lion hours in communities throughout the world during the past three years.  To learn more about the work of to-
day's DAR, visit www.DAR.org or connect with social media at facebook.com/TodaysDAR, twitter.com/
TodaysDAR and youtube.com/TodaysDAR.  
 

To inquire about membership in the Tucker’s Barn Chapter, please call Cynthia Day at 828-748-4004, or email 
tuckersbarndarchapter@gmail.com.  
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41st Annual Valle Country Fair returns on Saturday, October 19 
 

VALLE CRUCIS, NC (September 30, 2019) -- Mountain music, handmade crafts, barbecue, Brunswick stew, apple 
cider, apple butter, and peak autumn color all come together in a huge hay field at the heart of Valle Crucis, NC, on 
Saturday, October 19 at the Valle Country Fair. What started as a little church bazaar in 1978 now welcomes thou-
sands and has raised more than $1 million for local charities over its first 40 years. 
 

Always held on the third Saturday in October, the Valle Country Fair takes over the grounds of the Valle Crucis 
Conference Center on NC Highway 194 from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Admission is free and ample parking is available in 
the adjoining field for $10 per car. Please note that NO PETS are allowed. 
 

The tents of 160 craft exhibitors line wide lanes that meander back and forth across the grounds. Bales of hay are 
stacked in the intersections of these alleys to offer fairgoers a spot to sit as they ponder which craft booths to visit 
next. 
 

Artisans submit to a jury process designed to bring together the 
highest quality handmade crafts available, and to ensure fairgo-
ers that there is a wide variety of unique products to choose be-
tween. As a show of support, craftspeople participating in the 
event donate at least 10% of their earnings back to the charita-
ble work of the Fair. 
 

Two stages are set up to provide entertainment throughout the 
day. The main stage is located near the dining tent and features 
the best in local mountain music. 
 

New in 2019 is the participation of the Junior Appalachian Mu-
sicians program. The award-winning New River JAM band, 
made up of teens from northwest North Carolina and southwest 
Virginia, is joining the list of popular local bands preforming on 
the main stage. 
 

A second stage located near the Kids’ Activity Area features cloggers and other younger performers. Diversions of-
fered in the Kids’ Area include games, pumpkin bowling, arts and crafts, and face painting. Kids can also interact 
with ponies from Spirit Ride Therapeutic Riding Center and alpacas from the Apple Hill Farm! 
 

Eat all you want at the Valle Country Fair because almost all of the food concessions are operated by the church or 
by other non-profit organizations that return 100% of their earnings to local charities. Tables and chairs are pro-
vided under a large tent next to the music stage so that fairgoers can enjoy the entertainment while they dine. 
 

Food concessions include Brunswick Stew, barbecue, chili, hot dogs and hamburgers, corndogs, sausages with on-
ions, ham biscuits, ice cream, funnel cakes, baked goods, jams and jellies, freshly pressed apple cider and apple 
butter cooked on the grounds. 
 

Guests are encouraged to take a vacation from cooking on the night of the 19th as well, because the Brunswick 
Stew, barbecue and chili can all be purchased by the quart for later consumption – as can baked goods, jams and 
jellies, apple cider, and apple butter! 
 

The 2019 Valle Country Fair grant recipients are the Children’s Council, the Creative Peacemaker Center, Hunger 
and Health Coalition, Mountain Alliance, Parent-to-Parent Family Support Network, Spirit Ride Therapeutic Rid-
ing Center, W.A.M.Y. Community Action, and the Watauga County Schools Extended Learning Centers. The out-
reach committee at Holy Cross Church distributes all remaining proceeds to individuals and families in crisis. 
 

Admission is FREE and parking is available in the adjoining field for $10 per car. Please, NO PETS are allowed. 
Holy Cross Episcopal Church and the Valle Crucis Conference Center sponsor the event with all proceeds going to 
help people in need. For more information, contact Holy Cross Church at 828-963-4609 or 
www.vallecountryfair.org. 

 
Blue Ridge Parkway Reopens Six-Mile Section Near Roanoke 

 

ROANOKE, VA (October 9, 2019) -- Blue Ridge Parkway officials announced today the reopening of the Parkway 
from milepost 106 to milepost 112 near Roanoke, Virginia. This section of parkway was closed on Friday, Septem-
ber 6 due to hazardous driving conditions caused by settling of subsurface material under the roadway.     
 

Patching of the hazard areas has been completed and the road is back open for travel. Funding to complete full res-
toration of this portion of the motor road is anticipated in 2023 or later.  
 

Parkway officials would like to thank local residents and parkway travelers for their patience during this process. 
 

Remember, before planning travel on the Parkway, always check the Parkway's Real Time Road Map for potential 
closures at https://go.nps.gov/ParkwayRoads. 
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Ahead of expected busy fall wildfire season, 
fire officials urge caution and offer tips for prevention 

 

RALEIGH, NC (October 5, 2019) -- As we enter the start of the fall wildfire season, the N.C. Forest Service and the 
USDA Forest Service urge visitors and North Carolinians to be cautious with campfires and when burning yard de-
bris. This reminder coincides with National Fire Prevention Week, which runs October 6-12. 
 

The fall wildfire season typically lasts from mid-October until mid-December, the time of year when people do a lot 
of yard work that may include burning leaves and yard debris. The leading cause of wildfires in North Carolina is 
debris burning. When left unattended, debris fires can escape and start wildfires. 
 

“We will not forget the 2016 fall wildfire season that burned more than 59,511 acres across North Carolina,” said 
Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “As we head into this fall fire season facing similarly dry weather condi-
tions, let’s remember that each of us can do our part to avoid and to prevent wildfires. It is important to exercise 
extreme caution while burning debris of any kind.” 
 

There are many factors to consider before burning debris. The N.C. Forest Service encourages residents to contact 
their local county forest ranger before burning debris. The ranger can offer technical advice and explain the best 
options to help ensure the safety of people, property and the forest. To find contact information for your local 
county ranger, visit www.ncforestservice.gov/contacts. 
 

For people who choose to burn debris, the N.C. Forest Service offers the following tips to protect property and pre-
vent wildfires: 
 

• Consider alternatives to burning. Some types of debris, such as leaves, grass and stubble, may be of more value if 
they are not burned, but used for mulch instead. 
 

• Check local burning laws. Some communities allow burning only during specified hours. Others forbid it entirely. 
 

• Make sure you have a valid permit. You can obtain a burn permit at any N.C. Forest Service office or authorized 
permitting agent, or online at www.ncforestservice.gov/burnpermit. 
 

• Keep an eye on the weather. Don’t burn on dry, windy days. 
 

• Local fire officials can recommend a safe way to burn debris. Don’t pile vegetation on the ground. Instead, place it 
in a cleared area and contain it in a screened receptacle away from overhead branches and wires. 
 

• Household trash should be hauled away to a trash or recycling station. It is illegal to burn anything other than 
yard debris. 
 

• Be sure you are fully prepared before burning. To control the fire, you will need a hose, bucket, steel rake and a 
shovel for tossing dirt on the fire. Keep a phone nearby, too. 
 

• Never use kerosene, gasoline, diesel fuel or other flammable liquids to speed up debris burning. 
 

• Stay with your fire until it is completely out. 
 

• Burning agricultural residue and forestland litter: In addition to the rules above, a fire line should be plowed 
around the area to be burned. Large fields should be separated into small plots for burning one at a time. Before 
doing any burning in a wooded area, contact your county ranger, who will weigh all factors, explain them and offer 
technical advice. 
 

The USDA Forest Service also reminds campers to be cautious when burning campfires. Use existing fire rings if 
possible and clear a safe area around them of at least 15 feet. Never leave campfires unattended, and ensure they 
are completely out before leaving. 
 

The U.S. Forest Service offers the following guidelines for safely extinguishing campfires and helping to prevent 
wildfires: 
 

• Allow the wood to burn completely to ash, if possible. 
 

• Pour lots of water on the fire, drown ALL embers, not just the red ones. 
 

• Pour until the hissing sound stops. 
 

• Stir campfire ashes and embers with a shovel. 
 

• Scrape the sticks and logs to remove any embers. 
 

• Stir and make sure everything is wet and that embers are cold to the touch. 
 

• If you do not have water, use dirt. Pour dirt or sand on the fire, mixing enough dirt or sand with the embers to 
extinguish the fire.  

• Continue adding or stirring until all remaining material is cool. 
 

• Do NOT bury the fire as the fire will continue to smolder and could catch roots on fire that will eventually get to 
the surface and start a wildfire. Continued on page 14… 
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Ahead of expected busy fall wildfire  
season, fire officials urge caution  

and offer tips for prevention 
Continued from page 13… 

 

Always exercise caution with any outdoor burning. Even 
when burn bans are not in effect, weather conditions 
may not be favorable for outdoor fires. Outdoor burning 
is discouraged during periods of low humidity or high 
winds. 
 

Studies have shown that taking these and other 
measures can reduce the possibility of wildfires. To learn 
more about fire safety and preventing wildfires and loss 
of property, visit www.ncforestservice.gov and 
www.smokeythebear.com. 

 
Increased Patrols During Record Setting 

Month: Inaugural ‘Operation Crash  
Reduction’ campaign beginning 

 

GARNER, NC (October 9, 2019) -- The N.C. Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program and law enforcement officers 
are urging people to buckle up during one of the deadli-
est weekends for travelers. 
 

From Friday, Oct. 11 to Sunday, Oct. 14, law enforcement 
agencies across North Carolina will be increasing pa-
trols, looking for impaired drivers, speeders and check-
ing for seat belt usage. 
 

It’s all part of the first “Operation Crash Reduction,” a 
campaign with a simple goal -- to save lives. 
 

“This operation will save lives,” said Mark Ezzell, direc-
tor of the N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety Program. “We 
can all feel better knowing that law enforcement is help-
ing make our roads safer through this statewide cam-
paign. 
 

The weekend leading up to Columbus Day has the sec-
ond highest total number of fatal crashes among all holi-
days, according to the Fatality Analysis Reporting Sys-
tem (FARS). In fact, Columbus Day weekend trails only 
Independence Day for the number of fatal crashes. 
 

In October, an increasing number of drivers are on the road for festivals, football games, fairs and other fall activi-
ties, and more driving appears to mean more motor vehicle crashes, according to the Federal Highway Administra-
tion. 
 

North Carolina and our neighbors are particularly dangerous for travelers. The Southeast typically records more 
fatalities than other regions. Of the 3,330 fatal crashes in the Southeast between 2013 and 2017, one-third involved 
unbelted occupants. 
 

“We know that speed, distraction, and impairment are the root causes of most crashes, and people are more likely 
to die in crashes when they aren’t buckled,” Ezzell said. “So, we are asking the public to be mindful of their driving 
behaviors and the dangers that could await them this weekend.”  
How can drivers help? 
 

Since a picture is worth a thousand words, show us that you are buckled up before taking off! Snap a photo of your-
self and your passengers safely secured and tag @NC_GHSP on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook. Impress upon 
those who know you how important safety is to you. Tag us and we’ll “Like” your picture! 
 

“Seatbelt safety is a cultural issue and we need every person who gets behind the wheel of a vehicle to understand 
that driving safely could mean saving their own lives and those around them,” Ezzell said. 
 

GHSP funds efforts to reduce traffic crashes in North Carolina and promotes highway safety awareness through a 
variety of grants and safe-driving initiatives like Click It or Ticket, Booze It & Lose It, BikeSafe NC, Watch For Me 
NC and Speed a Little. Lose a Lot. 


