
 

Fairvalue to close location in Hudson 
 

HUDSON, NC (December 10, 2018) – Press Release below from Fairvalue… 
 

It is with our deepest regret we announce the closure of our Hudson location effective January 1, 2019. 
 

We were unable to secure a long-term lease agreement that we felt was suitable for our staff and custom-
ers with our current landlord’s agent. This negotiation has been ongoing since August with little to no 
resolve with some of the requirements we needed to operate as a grocery store. Our demands we felt 
were simple and to the point, all to ensure our customer had a positive and safe experience while shop-
ping in our stores. 
 

We are happy to announce that all Hudson employees have been offered positions at our other two loca-
tions by request of the employee or geographical preference of the employee. Our other locations in 
Granite Falls and Lenoir will be strengthened by these acquisitions and look forward to serving our for-
mer Hudson customers at one of these locations. We are also excited for the other two locations as they 
will be seeing some upgrades interiorly this upcoming year in 2019.  Continued on page 3... 
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Caldwell Journal Weather 
 

High 49 Low 35 
Precipitation:  0.05 in. 

 
 Periods of rain, some heavy  

High 44 Low 42 
Precipitation:  0.69 in. 

 
  

High 54 Low 40 
Precipitation:  0.12 in. 

 
 Times of clouds & sun

High 56 Low 38 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
 

High 57 Low 29 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
 . 

High 53 Low 25 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
 Partial sunshine

High 55 Low 31 
Precipitation:  0.04 in. 
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Caldwell Journal Info 
“Published each Thursday by the Caldwell Journal” 

Established October 2, 2014 
 

Advertising Rates: 
1/12 Page Ad - $30.00 for 4 weeks (1.275” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/6 Page Ad - $45.00 for 4 weeks (2.55” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/2 Page Ad - $65.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 3.225” wide) 
Full Page Ad - $95.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 6.45” wide) 

 

Contact Us: 
www.caldwelljournal.com 

www.facebook.com/CaldwellJournal 
mark.jackson@caldwelljournal.com  828.493.4798 

 
The content of the articles or the advertisements does not necessarily  
represent the opinions of anyone affiliated with the Caldwell Journal. 

The Caldwell Journal is a non-discriminatory paper. 
 

Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm For Next Week's Paper 

 

Alan Merck Named Chief Operating 
Officer at Blue Ridge Energy 

 

LENOIR, NC (December 7, 2018) – Alan Merck 
has been named Senior Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer for Blue Ridge Energy, a member
-owned electric cooperative serving some 76,000 
consumers in northwest North Carolina with cor-
porate headquarters in Lenoir, NC. 
 

Merck joined Blue Ridge Energy in 2012 as Direc-
tor of Key Accounts/Business Development. Later, 
he was named Director of Innovative Energy Solu-
tions. Previously, he spent 29 years with Duke En-
ergy in various roles including: Transmission/
Substation Design and Construction, System Oper-
ations, Bulk Power Trading Floor, and Wholesale 
Power Contract Management. He holds a B.S. in 
Business Management and an A.S. in Electrical 
Engineering Technology. 
 

In his role as COO of Blue Ridge Energy, Merck 
oversees system engineering and distribution and 
transmission operations, electric plant, reliability, 
engineering, power supply planning and coordina-
tion, customer service, economic development, and 
member relations. 
 

“Alan has a proven track record in expertly manag-
ing a wide range of critical areas that benefit our 
members with the most reliable, affordable elec-
tricity possible delivered with the personal touch 
care, service and commitment to improving local 
communities that sets apart cooperatives,” said 
Doug Johnson, Chief Executive Officer of Blue 
Ridge Energy. “This is especially critical during 
this period of system upgrades to meet the power 
demands of our members in northwest North Car-
olina now and for the future,” Johnson added. 
 

Merck and his wife, Kelly, along with daughter 
Lydia, live in Granite Falls in Caldwell County. 
Their daughter, Lindy and husband, Jacob Lail, 
also live nearby. 

  
  
  
  

  

 Good Christian Learning At Affordable Prices 
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years  828-212-0900 
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Fairvalue to close store in Hudson 
Continued from page 1... 

 

We would like to thank the Town of Hudson for 
their involvement, commitment, and help through 
the years; it was truly a pleasure to serve you and 
we will miss you! To our customers, we apologize 
for the inconvenience and hope you will find a new 
home at our Lenoir or Granite Falls locations. 
 

Thank you for your business, 
 

Shawn Yambor 
President 
Marcin Stores Inc., DBA Fairvalue Grocery Stores 

 

South Caldwell Teacher Selected By 
US Chamber To Tour Bahrain 

 

LENOIR, NC (December 6, 2018) — Carla Ingram, 
World History Teacher at South Caldwell High 
School, is one of only 10 passionate, highly accom-
plished US classroom innovators and curriculum 
developers to be selected as a Bilateral US-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce Teachers Educating Across 
Cultures in Harmony (TEACH) Fellow. 
 

Ingram applied to the TEACH program in early 
September and was notified a few weeks later that 
she was one of 10 selected to participate in Novem-
ber. The program accepts applications from all 
over the United States, and she represented not 
only her high school but also Caldwell County and 
North Carolina. “I feel honored to have been se-
lected,” said Ingram. “I am happy to help others in 
Caldwell County apply for this wonderful experi-
ence next year and also learn about other profes-
sional development opportunities available to 
teachers.” 
 

The 2018 TEACH Fellowship cohort toured across 
the Kingdom of Bahrain. Ingram encountered in-
valuable opportunities for hands-on collaboration 
with regional learning authorities and became im-
mersed in Bahrain’s rich culture and heritage. 
 

“The TEACH program opened my eyes to how edu-
cators and business professionals can work togeth-
er to build bridges of understanding,” said Ingram. 
“The variety of cultural, corporate, and educational 
visits we did on the trip will provide a treasure 
trove of rich materials for my World History cur-
riculum that I could not get any other way.” 

 

Beef Cauliflower Fried Rice 
 

Ingredients 
 

1 large head of cauliflower, cut into florets 
 

1/2 lb. ground beef 
 

kosher salt 
 

1 small onion, diced 
 

1 c. diced carrots 
 

1/4 c. low-sodium soy sauce 
 

1 tsp. garlic powder 
 

1 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes 
 

1 c. frozen peas 
 

1/4 c. chopped green onions 
 

Instructions 
 

Place cauliflower into a blender filled with 3 cups of 
water. Pulse until cauliflower is the size of rice. If neces-
sary, blend in two batches. Drain in colander and pat 
dry with paper towels, then set aside to dry. In a large 
sauté pan over medium-high heat, brown ground beef, 
breaking up pieces with a wooden spoon; season with 1 
teaspoon salt. Add onions and carrots and sauté until 
softened, 3 to 4 minutes. Add soy sauce, garlic powder 
and red pepper flakes; simmer 1 minute. Add cauliflow-
er and peas, toss together until warmed through, 2 to 3 
minutes. Add green onions and serve immediately. 
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A Christmas Of Long Ago... 
 

The snow is falling softly outside my window as I sit gazing at the feathery snowflakes coming 

down.  Another Christmas is near, and my mind journeys back in time to a snowy Christmas 

some seventy years ago when I was a small child. 
 

It was Christmas Eve and my family was going to my uncle's home for an old-fashioned Christ-

mas get-together.  My family lived only a short distance from my uncle and near an old mill-

pond.  We were soon chugging and bouncing along the winding, dirt road in our Model T 

Ford. 
 

When we arrived at my uncle's house, my aunt greeted us warmly, and we gathered with other 

relatives around the warm and inviting fire.  I looked around and wondered where my uncle 

was but I soon forgot about him and began playing with my friends. 
 

Suddenly, Santa Claus came bursting into the room with a big sack on his back.  He had a 

white beard and was wearing a red suit.  He was very jolly, and had the merriest eyes.  Santa 

was laughing boisterously and saying loudly "Ho! Ho! Ho!" 
 

Santa looked vaguely familiar, and then all of a sudden I knew instinctively that he was my un-

cle.  My mother sensed my concern and leaned down and whispered that my uncle was just 

playing Santa for us children. She quickly assured me the real Santa would visit me on Christ-

mas morning. 
 

Santa began pulling toy’s from his sack for all the children.  When he handed me a miniature 

ivory and green cook stove and tiny pots and pans.  I was filled with indescribable joy I 

glanced around at my brother Joe and he had that little smile hovering around his mouth and 

was busy playing with a shiny red car. I don't remember what Santa gave my cousins but they 

all looked happy.  Later my aunt served us delicious goodies. 
 

All too soon it was time to go home. I was reluctant to leave because I was having such a good 

time.  Upon our arrival at home, mama and dad said it was time for bed if we wanted the real 

Santa to visit us on Christmas morning.  I padded barefoot to the icy, cold bedroom and snug-

gled way down deep in the feather bed and soon was fast asleep. 
 

Very early on that cold Christmas morning Joe and I bounded out of bed and rushed to the 

sitting room where a warm and crackling fire was blazing in the fireplace.  There was such a 

warm Christmassy atmosphere that filled the room.  I could not contain the joy that flooded 

my heart when I saw the small gifts from Santa Claus, and in my stocking were oranges and 

other goodies. (We only got oranges at Christmas.)  Joe and I were so happy and contented 

playing with our toys that time literally stood still for us on that unforgettable Christmas Day 

of so long ago. 
 

Written by Vera Richards - Christmastime 2002 
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CCC&TI Announces Spring Caldwell Cuisine Schedule 
 

HUDSON, NC (December 13, 2018) -- Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute’s Culinary 

Arts program has announced the dates and menus for its spring semester installment of Caldwell Cui-

sine. Each of the meals will be served at 6 p.m. at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center in Lenoir and are priced 

at $21 plus tax per person. The events are open to the public, but diners are required to purchase tickets 

prior to the event. 
 

In addition to providing an opportunity for the community to enjoy the gourmet Caldwell Cuisine men-

us at a reasonable price, the events also provide CCC&TI’s Culinary Arts students a chance to apply their 

classroom knowledge.  The spring menus will each center around different cooking techniques and fea-

ture menu items prepared using the assigned technique. 
 

Following are the dates and menus for the events: 
 

Thursday Feb. 21, 2019 - Stewing 

Arugula Salad- smoked bacon, tomato, gorgonzola, blue cheese vinaigrette 

Beef Burgundy- French beef stew, carrot, mushroom, pearl onion, red wine, thyme demi, over mashed 

potatoes 

Chocolate Pots de Crème- rich chocolate custard, Chantilly crème 
 

Thursday, March 21, 2019 – Saute´ 

Potato and Leek Soup- sweet leeks, potatoes, garlic, thyme, white wine, crispy bacon 

Chicken Marsala- sautéed chicken breast, Crimini mushroom, Marsala pan sauce over rice pilaf 

Pecan Cream Pie- cheesecake custard, pecan pie topping 
 

Thursday, April 18, 2018 - Grilling 

Panzanella Salad- fresh tomato, toasted focaccia, red onion, fresh basil, balsamic 

Grilled Atlantic Salmon, sweet corn relish, arugula, Creole mustard buerre blanc 

Caramel Apple Cheesecake 
 

For more information or for tickets, visit www.cccti.edu/cuisine. 

 

Swim with Santa in Lenoir Saturday, then catch a Christmas movie! 
 

LENOIR, NC (December 13, 2018) -- If you like Santa, and you like swimming, and you like Christmas 

movies, then Saturday is your day in Lenoir! 
 

Santa will visit the Lenoir Aquatic & Fitness Center from 1:30 to 3:00 pm Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Bring 

your list, tell Santa what you'd like for Christmas, and then enjoy a swim! Santa will be available for pic-

tures. Bring your own camera. Cost is $2 per swimmer. 
 

That evening, head over to the Lenoir High School Auditorium and enjoy a FREE showing of "Christmas 

with the Kranks." Santa will be there, too, from 6:00 to 7:00 pm for selfies, followed by the movie from 

7:00 pm until. 
 

After this weekend, Santa will visit Downtown Lenoir two more times for Selfies With Santa Friday, Dec. 

21, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm and Cookies & Cream, and Saturday, Dec. 22, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at Shake-

n-Dog. 
 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



 
 

Vintage Café (Café & Bakery) 
540 Central Street 

Hudson, NC 28638 
(828) 728-3043   www.facebook.com/VintageCafeBakery 

 

The Local Bean (Coffee shop) 
536 Central Street 

Hudson, NC 28638 
(828) 726-3888   www.facebook.com/thelocalbeanhudson 

 

Blanca’s Cakes 
534B Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 640-7701   www.facebook.com/blancas.cakes.3 
 

State Farm Insurance 
534A Central Street Suite A 

Hudson, NC 28638 
(828) 728-5581   www.insuremeangel.com 

 

Just Roll With It (Food, Wine & Beer) 
107 Fairway Avenu 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 572-5588   www.facebook.com/justrollwithithudson 
 

The Pink Gypsie Boutique 
524 Central Main Street 

Hudson, NC 28638 
(828) 572-2808   www.facebook.com/thepinkgypsyboutique 

 

 

Shop in downtown Hudson & support local!!! 

We Buy, Sell & Trade   Tues thru Fri 9 to 5  Sat 9 to 1 

YESTERYEARS 
Antiques & Collectibles 

 

538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638 
  

828.728.3161   yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net 
 

Step Back In Time…Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!!  1000’s Of Items

Shop 
Local 

Shop 
Local 
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Make-And-Take Origami Accordion 
Book with Sigrid Hice and Words 

Without Worry Workshop and Party 
with poet Suzette Bradshaw 

 

Hickory artist Sigrid Hice leads a fun make-and-
take origami accordion book workshop 3:30-
5:30pm Tuesday, December 18th at the Caldwell 
Arts Council. $15/person – all experience levels are 
welcome. Appropriate for adults and children 12 
and up. 
  

Stay after for the FREE Words Without Worry 
Workshop (6-8pm) and use your brand-new hand-
crafted book to record poetry! This will be an infor-
mal, laid-back evening of activities for ‘writery’ 
kind of people who want to try some fun, new writ-
ing prompts and techniques designed to jump start 
creativity. The facilitator will be local poet Suzette 
Clark Bradshaw, who says, “Everyone attending is 
guaranteed to leave with a brand-new poem or at 
least a great start to a new poem or story, or your 
money back!” (Ha!) 
  

Learn more and register at https://
www.caldwellarts.com/385-hometown-handmade-
holiday-workshops/ or by calling 828-754-2486. 
  

And stay tuned! We’ll be adding more holiday 
handcrafting workshops soon. 
 
Care House, a Baptist Children's Group Home 
for teen moms and babies, located on the Taylors-
ville Road in Lenoir is looking for groups of volun-
teers willing to paint inside and outside of the 
house. They are also looking for someone who can 
do brick/concrete work, cut down trees, and an 
electrician who can look at their wiring. If you can 
help with any of this contact Jada Cable, Program 
Supervisor/Case Manager at 828-757-0700. 
 
 

Granite Drug Center 
828.212.1066 
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202 Harper Avenue NW ● Lenoir, NC 28645 
(Crossroad Shopping Center) 

Visit with us at our 
New Location!!! 
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Largest Independent 
Drug Store In  

North Carolina 

GRANITE DRUG CENTER 
21 Falls Avenue 

Granite Falls, NC  28630 

(828) 396-2144 

(828) 396-7820 

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE 

We are now featuring work from local Artisans 

Stop by & visit with us! 
 

We have a great selection 
of Christmas Decorations 

and Christmas Gifts... 

 

We have a great selection of Traeger Grills & Accessories 

We Fill 
Propane 
Tanks 

Traeger Grills 

Ready for Winter? 
 

We have a great selection of Heaters 
 

Dickies Bibs & Coveralls 
 

Snow Sleds, Ice Melt, Shovels 
 

Check out our Sale Paper 
for Great Gift Ideas!!! 

Santa will with us  
each Saturday from 
10:30am to 2:30pm 
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Satie’s Holiday Workshops at  
Caldwell Arts Council 

 

12/18/18 – Make-and-Take Origami Accordion 
Book with Sigrid Hice, 3:30-5:30pm - $15/person 
  

12/18/18 – Words Without Worry, a Poetry Cald-
well workshop and party with Suzette Bradshaw, 
6pm – FREE (limit 15, call to register) 
  

12/19/18 – Make-and-Take Copper Cuff with Ellen 
Ball 9-11am - $30 
  

12/19/18 – Make-and-Take Pet Portrait Painting 
with Pamela Smith 12:30-4pm - $45 
  

12/19/18 – Make-and-Takes for Kids! 3:30-5pm - 
$5/child 
  

12/19/18 – Make-and-Take Copper Cuff with Ellen 
Ball 6-8pm - $30 
  

12/20/18 – Learn to Crochet with Robert Dow 
10am-12noon - $10 
  

Learn more and register at https://
www.caldwellarts.com/385-hometown-handmade-
holiday-workshops/  
or by calling 828-754-2486. 
  

The Caldwell Arts Council is located at 601 College 
Avenue SW in Lenoir. 
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South Caldwell FBLA Ranks In The Top At Regional Competition 
 

LENOIR, NC (December 3, 2018) — The South Caldwell High School Future Business Leaders of Amer-
ica (FBLA) competed in the Northwest Regional Competition last weekend at East Surry High School 
and ranked among the top finishers. 
 

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Mikey Esquivel – 3rd place Business Communications 
 

Corey Kincaid – 3rd place Business Calculations 
 

Abby Fleri – 2nd place Business Calculations 
 

Sawyer Rideout – 1st place Business Calculations 
 

Jesica Esquivel & Abby Fleri – 2nd place Cheer/Chant/Slogan 
 

Katie Winebarger & Landrie Wright – 1st place T-shirt 
 

Mikey Esquivel, Corey Kincaid, Abby Fleri, Sawyer Rideout, Katie Winebarer and Landrie Wright ad-
vance to the North Carolina FBLA statewide competition in the spring. 
 

The South Caldwell High School FBLA club also won first place in the Northwest Region Sock Drive 
collecting 98 pairs of socks. This earns the club reserved seating at the state conference. 
 

Gina Kincaid, South Caldwell Business and Marketing educator with certification in Personal Financial, 
is the FBLA adviser. She will prepare qualifiers for the state competition on March 25-27 in Greensboro 
where, “We hope to qualify again for Nationals this year in San Antonio, Texas! We will have approxi-
mately 20 students to compete at the state level.” 

 

Attorney General Josh Stein Announces Fight Against Robocalls 
 

RALEIGH, NC (December 5, 2018) -- Attorney General Josh Stein today announced that he is leading a 
bipartisan group of 39 state attorneys general to stop or reduce annoying and harmful robocalls. This 
coalition focused on the technology major telecom companies are pursuing to combat illegal robocalls. 
 

“At best, robocalls are annoying. At worst, they allow scammers to steal people’s hard-earned money,” 
said Attorney General Josh Stein. “I’m leading this investigation because I’m sick of criminals taking 
advantage of North Carolinians. I am encouraged by the progress we’ve made so far. Robocalls and 
spoofing are technological problems that need technological solutions. That’s why I am encouraging the 
telecom companies to implement these solutions as quickly as possible.” 
 

Since it was formed, the multistate group has had in-depth meetings with several major telecom com-
panies. Attorney General Stein and his colleagues are working to:  
 

• Develop a detailed understanding of what is technologically feasible to minimize unwanted robocalls 
and illegal telemarking, 
• Press the major telecom companies to expedite the best possible solutions for consumers, and 
• Determine whether states should make further recommendations to the FCC. 
 

This group, led by Attorney General Josh Stein, also includes attorneys general from Alabama, Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Colorado, District of Columbia, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ne-
braska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylva-
nia, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 


