
 

Significant Winter Storm Possible this Weekend  
 

CALDWELL COUNTY, NC (December 6, 2018) -- Old Man Winter may be making an early and possibly 
harsh visit to our area this weekend. Forecasts are still evolving and are being updated every few hours.  
Most forecasts are calling for a significant snow event for Caldwell County. There is still a lot of uncer-
tainty in regard to total snow accumulations for our area. The National Weather Service suggested on 
this past Tuesday afternoon that 12” t0 18” of snow was possible but was changed to 8” t0 12” on 
Wednesday afternoon. Some forecast models have suggested upwards of 24” of snow mainly in moun-
tains. We probably will not have a good idea of what to expect until this Saturday so stay tuned. 
 

Where heavy wet snow and/or freezing rain fall and accumulate, widespread power outages and roof 
collapses are another possibility.  Make plans for a safe alternative heating source. 
 

It’s probably best to make plans to “hunker down” during the storm with a three day supply of food and 
water. Also, limit unnecessary travel. Plan for the Worst and Hope for the Best... 

Caldwell 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Granite Falls, North Carolina 

Officials want to remind the public that 9-1-1 is for emergencies only.  
Please do not call 9-1-1 for road conditions, power outages  

or other non-emergency reasons. 



 

Caldwell Journal Weather 
 

High 46 Low 27 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
 Times of clouds & sun  

High 49 Low 29 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
  

High 40 Low 28 
Precipitation:  0.15 in. (Snow 0.6”) 

 
 Snow, some ice early

High 33 Low 33 
Precipitation:  0.91 in. (Snow 3.6”) 

 
 

High 41 Low 22 
Precipitation:  0.01 in. (Snow 0.1”) 

 
 . 

High 44 Low 22 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
 Mostly sunny

High 49 Low 30 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 
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Caldwell Journal Info 
“Published each Thursday by the Caldwell Journal” 

Established October 2, 2014 
 

Advertising Rates: 
1/12 Page Ad - $30.00 for 4 weeks (1.275” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/6 Page Ad - $45.00 for 4 weeks (2.55” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/2 Page Ad - $65.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 3.225” wide) 
Full Page Ad - $95.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 6.45” wide) 

 

Contact Us: 
www.caldwelljournal.com 

www.facebook.com/CaldwellJournal 
mark.jackson@caldwelljournal.com  828.493.4798 

 
The content of the articles or the advertisements does not necessarily  
represent the opinions of anyone affiliated with the Caldwell Journal. 

The Caldwell Journal is a non-discriminatory paper. 
 

Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm For Next Week's Paper 

 

Blue Ridge Energy Prepares for  
Potential Winter Weather Impacts 

 

LENOIR, NC (December 5, 2018) -- Blue Ridge 
Energy crews are on high alert and are monitoring 
potential impacts from the winter storm that is 
expected to impact the region this weekend.   
 

Line technicians are prepping trucks with all nec-
essary supplies and materials for any outages that 
may occur as a result of the storm. System opera-
tors monitor the Blue Ridge power system and 
weather on a daily, 24-hour basis and all other em-
ployees are on high alert, ready to respond to 
member needs, including the cooperative’s mem-
ber/customer service contact center. 
 

Blue Ridge Energy urges members to act now to 
make preparations to remain safe and comfortable 
in the event of an outage. While specific precipita-
tion types and amounts continue to be fine-tuned, 
forecasts indicate that our service area may be 
heavily impacted by the storm. 
 

How you can prepare:  
 

• Assemble an emergency kit. It should include at 
least a three-day supply of water, non-perishable 
food, medication, first aid supplies, a flashlight, 
weather radio and extra batteries. Include a list of 
emergency contacts. 
 

• Charge your cell phone and have external, backup 
power sources charged. 
 

• Stay tuned to local forecasts.  
 

• Fuel up. Fill up your vehicles before the storm as 
a loss of power could put affect gas stations. 
 

• Consider having supplies handy for your propane 
or charcoal grill. Be sure to grill outdoors in well 
ventilated areas for safety. 
 

• Gather supplies in case you need to stay home for 
several days without power. Keep in mind each 
person’s specific needs, including medication. Do 
not forget the needs of pets. Have extra batteries 
for radios and flashlights. 
 

Keep the Blue Ridge Energy outage reporting num-
ber handy: 1-800-448-2383. Members can also 
report outages on the Blue Ridge Energy mobile 
app, available for free on app stores. 
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Sheriff Alan C. Jones sworn in to 
serve fourth term 

 

LENOIR, NC (December 4, 2018) -- On Monday, 
December 3rd, 2018 Sheriff Alan C. Jones was 
sworn in to serve his fourth term as Sheriff of Cald-
well County. The Oath of Office was administered 
to Sheriff Jones by retired Chief District Court 
Judge Robert Brady who has administered the 
Oath of Office to Sheriff Jones at each swear in 
since he was initially sworn in as Sheriff in 2007. 
 

Sheriff Alan Jones is the 32nd Sheriff in the history 
of Caldwell County and also has a 3rd Great 
Grandfather, Robert Tuttle, who was Caldwell 
Sheriff from 1852 to 1866 and 1880-1882. 
 

During the Ceremony Sheriff Jones was accompa-
nied by his family including his wife, children and 
mother. 
 

Once Sheriff Jones was sworn in the members of 
the Caldwell County Sheriff’s Office took their re-
spective Oaths of Office. 
 

Sheriff Jones stated “I am honored to again take 
the Oath of Office as Sheriff and look forward to 
providing the best service possible to the citizens of 
Caldwell County. Both my Staff and I appreciate 
the overwhelming support that has been shown to 
us by everyone.” 
 

During this term in Office Sheriff Jones will be-
come the longest serving Sheriff in the History of 
Caldwell County. 

 

Beef Cauliflower Fried Rice 
 

Ingredients 
 

1 large head of cauliflower, cut into florets 
 

1/2 lb. ground beef 
 

kosher salt 
 

1 small onion, diced 
 

1 c. diced carrots 
 

1/4 c. low-sodium soy sauce 
 

1 tsp. garlic powder 
 

1 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes 
 

1 c. frozen peas 
 

1/4 c. chopped green onions 
 

Instructions 
 

Place cauliflower into a blender filled with 3 cups of 
water. Pulse until cauliflower is the size of rice. If neces-
sary, blend in two batches. Drain in colander and pat 
dry with paper towels, then set aside to dry. In a large 
sauté pan over medium-high heat, brown ground beef, 
breaking up pieces with a wooden spoon; season with 1 
teaspoon salt. Add onions and carrots and sauté until 
softened, 3 to 4 minutes. Add soy sauce, garlic powder 
and red pepper flakes; simmer 1 minute. Add cauliflow-
er and peas, toss together until warmed through, 2 to 3 
minutes. Add green onions and serve immediately. 
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Two Hickory Fire Department Firefighters Retire 
 

HICKORY, NC (December 3, 2018) -- A ceremony was recently held for two retirees.   
 

Gerald Bentley 
After 30 years in the fire service, Captain Gerald Bentley has 
retired from the Hickory Fire Department.  He was hired on 
December 11, 1989, as a firefighter and moved through the 
ranks.  In 1998 he was promoted to Captain.  Captain Bentley 
obtained certifications and courses to further his career includ-
ing: Associates degree in Fire Science Technology from Central 
Piedmont Community College in 1995, NC Level II Firefighter, 
NC State HAZMAT Operations level, NC Level II Qualified Fire 
Service Instructor, NC Fire Prevention Inspector Level I, NC 
EMT Basic, NC EVD, NC RIT, Leadership I-III, NIMS through 
FEMA, and National Fire Academy Fire/Arson Investigation 
Course.  
 

Since 1987, Bentley has also served as a volunteer with Kings Creek Volunteer Fire Department, where 
he is still a member.  In 1997, Bentley began working as a part time Fire Apparatus Operator with Kings 
Creek Fire Department.    
 

Bentley said “I want to thank God for allowing me to have a career in the fire service with the City of 
Hickory Fire Department.  Also, to my dad, (Gerald E. Bentley, Sr.) who passed away in February 2018, 
for planting a seed back in 1985 for me to explore the opportunity of making the fire service my career.” 
 

Gerald resides in Caldwell County with wife, Anne, and family.  Plans after retirement are to continue 
employment at Kings Creek Fire Department. He is looking forward to traveling with family, fly fishing, 
and going on mission trips with his church.    
 

Craig Gwaltney 
After 30 dedicated years to the fire service, Captain Craig 
Gwaltney has retired from the Hickory Fire Department.  His 
employment as a firefighter with the city began on December 
11, 1989.  During his career at Hickory, he was promoted to 
Firefighter II, Senior Firefighter, Fire Apparatus Operator, and 
to Captain in 2000, a position which he held until his retire-
ment.   
 

In 2009, Captain Gwaltney graduated from Catawba Valley 
Community College with an Associates in Applied Science of 
Fire Protection Technology. During his career, Gwaltney com-
pleted certifications and courses to further his career as a fire-
fighter, including: Hazardous Materials Operations level I, Emergency Vehicle Driver, Level II Fire Ser-
vice Instructor, Specialty in Incident Command Systems, Hazardous Materials Awareness & Operations, 
Technical Rescuer, Rapid Intervention Team, Fire & Life Safety Educator level I, Fire Officer I & II, 
Basic Life Support (CPR) Instructor, EMT, and Level I Fire Inspector. 
 

Prior to his employment with the Hickory Fire Department, Gwaltney served as a volunteer firefighter 
with Wittenburg Volunteer Fire Department.  In 1984, he began as a volunteer firefighter and through 
the years served as Lieutenant, Captain/Training Officer, Chief in 2000 to 2003, and Assistant Chief in 
2003 to 2008, and also served on the Board of Directors. 
 

He resides in Wittenburg with his wife Deborah.  They have two daughters and three grandchildren.  
Captain Gwaltney is looking forward to enjoying his retirement alongside his family and hopes to hunt, 
fish, and golf. 
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CCC&TI Launches New ‘Night School’ Initiative 
 

HUDSON, NC (December 3, 2018) -- With local unemployment at its lowest level in decades, the de-
mand for flexible scheduling for working adults attending school is increasing. In response to the grow-
ing need, Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute (CCC&TI) is launching a Night School 
program by expanding the number of classes available at night, as well as the number of degree and job 
training programs that can be earned at night. 
 

“Our number one goal is to serve the needs of our students and the community,” said Dr. Mark Poarch, 
President of CCC&TI. “With the area at near full employment, there is a need for more non-traditional 
college and technical training options for students who work full-time jobs or have family responsibili-
ties during the day.” 
 

The new scheduling option will allow students to complete an Associate in Arts degree, which normally 
takes two years, at night in only three years. Both traditional seated and online classes will be offered. 
Though night classes are available on the Watauga Campus in Boone, the new Night School program 
will only be offered on the Caldwell Campus in Hudson with plans to expand it to the Watauga Campus 
in the future.  
 

The program also will include short-term programs, such as Industrial Maintenance, Welding, Nurse 
Aide, HVAC (Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning) and other high-demand technical job training 
programs. 
 

Spring Semester enrollment for degree programs will continue through Dec. 17 with classes starting on 
Jan. 7. Registration for short-term workforce training programs continues throughout the year.  
 

For information or to register, please call 828-726-2200 or stop by campus. 
 

Granite Falls History Museum Hosts Art Contest 
 

GRANITE FALLS, NC (November 30, 2018) -- The Granite Falls History Committee is sponsoring an art 
contest at the Granite Falls History and Transportation Museum featuring the work of students at Gran-
ite Falls Elementary School and Granite Falls Middle School.  The theme of each entry is "The Twelve 
Days of Christmas."  An outside, impartial judge will determine a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place award winner 
for each school, and visitors to the museum will choose one overall "People's Choice " Award. The muse-
um will be open from 2 until 4 p.m. on the following dates:  Sunday, December 2nd; Saturday, Decem-
ber 8th; Sunday, December 9th; Saturday, December 15th, Sunday, December 16th, Saturday, January 
5th; and Sunday, January 6th.   Persons wishing to see the exhibit at other times may call the Town Of-
fice at 396-3131 to request a private tour.   
 

On January 6th, there will be a public reception to honor the artists from 2 until 4 p.m.   Visitor’s may 
vote through 3 p.m., and the History Committee will present awards at 3:15 p.m.   In keeping with "The 
Twelve Days of Christmas" theme, the Committee will serve refreshments suitable for a traditional 
Twelfth Night or Epiphany Celebration.   
 

Located at 107 Falls Avenue in Granite Falls, the museum is located in the former home of Andrew 
Baird, who established an iron forge at the falls that gives the Town its name.  It is the second oldest 
resident, after Fort Defiance, in Caldwell County.  For more information, check out 
www.granitefallshistorymuseum.org. 

 

Children and the Flu Vaccine 
 

CDC, ATLANTA, GA (November 28, 2018) -- Influenza (flu) is a contagious viral infection that affects 
the respiratory system. Children are especially vulnerable to becoming sick with flu because of expo-
sures in classrooms or daycare settings. The single best way to protect your children against seasonal 
flu, and its potentially severe consequences, is to get them and get yourself a flu vaccine each year!  



 
 

Vintage Café (Café & Bakery) 
540 Central Street 

Hudson, NC 28638 
(828) 728-3043   www.facebook.com/VintageCafeBakery 

 

The Local Bean (Coffee shop) 
536 Central Street 

Hudson, NC 28638 
(828) 726-3888   www.facebook.com/thelocalbeanhudson 

 

Blanca’s Cakes 
534B Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 640-7701   www.facebook.com/blancas.cakes.3 
 

State Farm Insurance 
534A Central Street Suite A 

Hudson, NC 28638 
(828) 728-5581   www.insuremeangel.com 

 

Just Roll With It (Food, Wine & Beer) 
107 Fairway Avenu 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 572-5588   www.facebook.com/justrollwithithudson 
 

The Pink Gypsie Boutique 
524 Central Main Street 

Hudson, NC 28638 
(828) 572-2808   www.facebook.com/thepinkgypsyboutique 

 

 

Shop in downtown Hudson & support local!!! 

We Buy, Sell & Trade   Tues thru Fri 9 to 5  Sat 9 to 1 

YESTERYEARS 
Antiques & Collectibles 

 

538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638 
  

828.728.3161   yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net 
 

Step Back In Time…Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!!  1000’s Of Items

Shop 
Local 

Shop 
Local 
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Caldwell UNC Health Care quarterly 
Sunshine Award given 

 

LENOIR, NC (December 3, 2018) -- Autumn 
Walsh, a CNA with Caldwell UNC Health Care, is 
the recipient for the quarterly Sunshine Award giv-
en for outstanding patient care. Sunshine stands 
for: Someone who is Understanding, Never says 
never, Supportive, Helpful, Inspiring, Nurturing 
and Empathetic. With her for the award presenta-
tion from left, are Robin Talmadge, Dir. of Nurs-
ing, Acute, Leonora Mahoney, Clinical Leader, 4-
West Telemetry, Autumn Walsh, CNA, Rebecca 
Smith, VP-COO and Jerrell Suddreth, Nursing 
Manager. 

 

Care House, a Baptist Children's Group Home 
for teen moms and babies, located on the Taylors-
ville Road in Lenoir is looking for groups of volun-
teers willing to paint inside and outside of the 
house. They are also looking for someone who can 
do brick/concrete work, cut down trees, and an 
electrician who can look at their wiring. If you can 
help with any of this contact Jada Cable, Program 
Supervisor/Case Manager at 828-757-0700.  

Granite Drug Center 
828.212.1066 

  
  
  
  

  

 Good Christian Learning At Affordable Prices 
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years  828-212-0900 
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202 Harper Avenue NW ● Lenoir, NC 28645 
(Crossroad Shopping Center) 

Visit with us at our 
New Location!!! 
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Largest Independent 
Drug Store In  

North Carolina 

GRANITE DRUG CENTER 
21 Falls Avenue 

Granite Falls, NC  28630 

(828) 396-2144 

(828) 396-7820 

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE 

We are now featuring work from local Artisans 

Stop by & visit with us! 
 

We have a great selection 
of Christmas Decorations 

and Christmas Gifts... 

 

We have a great selection of Traeger Grills & Accessories 

We Fill 
Propane 
Tanks 

Traeger Grills 

Ready for Winter? 
 

We have a great selection of Heaters 
 

Dickies Bibs & Coveralls 
 

Snow Sleds, Ice Melt, Shovels 
 

Check out our Sale Paper 
for Great Gift Ideas!!! 

Santa will with us  
each Saturday from 
10:30am to 2:30pm 
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Ellen Ball Copper Cuffs class offered 
 

Learn how to apply texture with hammers on cop-
per refrigeration tubing to create a gorgeous cuff in 
one of two patinas. Tools and materials are includ-
ed, and no experience is necessary. Appropriate for 
children 12 and up. (Mature children 10 - 12 can 
come with an adult.) 
 

Hickory native Ellen Ball is a life-long artist who 
has created metalsmithed jewelry and assemblages 
for over 10 years. A member of North Carolina Art-
ist-Blacksmith Association of North Carolina, she 
creates in a Hickory, NC studio and has taught over 
300 people in the foothill’s region of the state. 
 

Learn more and register at https://
www.caldwellarts.com/385-hometown-handmade-
holiday-workshops/ or by calling 828-754-2486. 
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