
 

National Purple Heart Day 
 

HUDSON, NC (July 29, 2018) -- Hon-
or our veterans who earned the Purple 
Heart by observing Purple Heart Day, 
Tuesday August 7th.  Give thanks to 
Caldwell County Veterans Honor 
Guard, American Legion Post 392, 
Disabled American Veterans Chapter 
6 and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
5381 which all call Hudson, North 
Carolina home.  Visit the Hudson Pur-
ple Heart Community and view the 
banner proclaiming Hudson with this 
honor.  The banner is on display at 
City Hall.  See the signs along the 
roadside entering Hudson honoring 
the Purple Heart community and view 
the floral garden in the shape of the Purple Heart at Refuge Missionary Baptist Church on Mt. Herman 
Road in Hudson.  These are visual reminders of the love and sacrifice these individuals have given the 
area and our nation.  Submitted by: Larry Hill (Past Commander DAV and VFW) 

 

Confirmed Cases of Pertussis in Caldwell County 
 

LENOIR, NC (July 26, 2018) -- Two confirmed cases of pertussis, also known as whooping cough, were 
reported in Caldwell County earlier this week.  Caldwell County Health Department reports the individ-
uals diagnosed with pertussis are being treated, per guidelines established by the State of North Carolina 
and the Centers for Disease Control and those they came in close contact with have been notified. 
 

Pertussis is an infection that affects the airways and is easily spread from person to person by coughing 
or sneezing.  It causes a severe cough that can last for weeks or months, sometimes leading to coughing 
fits or vomiting.  Anyone can get pertussis, but it can be dangerous for infants and people with weakened 
immune systems.  Family members with pertussis can spread it to newborns. 
 

Caldwell County Health Department urges the community to be aware of possible symptoms.  At first, 
symptoms are typically mild, including runny nose, low-grade fever and occasional cough.  Continued 
on page 4... 
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The content of the articles or the advertisements does not necessarily  
represent the opinions of anyone affiliated with the Caldwell Journal. 

The Caldwell Journal is a non-discriminatory paper. 
 

Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm For Next Week's Paper 

 

South Caldwell Christian Ministries has an 
exciting opportunity for an experienced leader to 
serve as the Executive Director. 
 

This is a full-time position located in Granite Falls, 
North Carolina. SCCM is a United Way, private 
non-profit organization which provides food, cloth-
ing, household items, furniture and limited finan-
cial assistance to those who find themselves in 
need and live in southern Caldwell County, includ-
ing Granite Falls, Hudson and Rhodhiss.  
 

The Executive Director manages the day to day 
operations and serves as the chief fundraiser and 
relationship manager for the organization. The 
Executive Director will work in partnership with 
the board to ensure the execution of the mission of 
SCCM. 
 

The ideal candidate will have a college degree and/
or experience working collaboratively with a non-
profit board of directors.  The candidate will need 
the ability and willingness to work outside of tradi-
tional business hours, have excellent written and 
verbal communication skills, advanced computer 
skills, knowledge of fiscal management in both 
budgeting and operations as well as have a high 
level of integrity and professionalism. For more 
information, please contact SCCM at 828-396-
4000 or email us at        sccm-
director@sccm1983.com.  We have job applica-
tions that may be picked up at 5 Quarry Road, 
Granite Falls, NC on any Tuesday or Thursday now 
through October 25, 2018. 
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Construction Foreman Job Opening 
Well Established local building construction com-
pany seeking a foreman with at least 3 years’ expe-
rience to be part of our team.  Mush have very 
good customer service skills, along with great lead-
ership skills.  Able to manage more than one job 
from the ground up and multi task.  Would prefer 
some computer skills.  Also, must have own trans-
portation. If this is you, we would love to have you 
as part of our team.  Please contact us at 818-963-
7000 or email us at tomeggersconstruc-
tion@gmail.com.   
 

General Laborer Job Opening 
Well established construction company seeking to 
hire a general laborer to be a part of our team.  
Must be dependable, able to multi task, and have 
general construction knowledge.  Must always be 
able to show great work ethic while on the job.  
Also needs to have knowledge of the usage of hand 
and power tools.  Have own transportation.  To 
apply please email us at tomeggersconstruc-
tion@gmail.com. 

 

Don’t fall for email extortion scams 
  

RALEIGH, NC (July 31, 2018) -- The North Caroli-
na Department of Justice (NCDOJ) has seen a 
string of email scams in the past few weeks from 
scammers threatening to release private videos of 
you unless you pay them. 
  

The scammers will contact you and claim that they 
have a password for your email account.  This may 
be an older password for your email or for another 
type of online account, or it may be a password 
that you are currently using if you do not regularly 
change your passwords. The bottom line is that it 
looks familiar enough to make the email scam 
seem credible. They’ll say they’ve used the pass-
word to remotely access your webcam and secretly 
videotape you. They’ll threaten to release that vid-
eo unless you agree to pay money – often via 
Bitcoin. 
  

These scammers are counting on you worrying that 
your security has been compromised and fearing 
embarrassment. Don’t let this fear push you into 
paying. If you receive this email, do not respond or 
send money. Report the email to the NCDOJ’s 
Consumer Protection Division by calling 1-877-5-
NO-SCAM or by filing a complaint online. 

 

Vegetable Spaghetti 
 

Ingredients 
1 lb. spaghetti 

1 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil 
2 garlic cloves, minced 

2 zucchini, sliced 
1 carrot, chopped 

1 red onion, thinly sliced 
1 tbsp. tomato paste 

1 (28-oz.) can diced tomatoes 
1 tsp. Italian seasoning 

1/4 tsp. red pepper flakes 
Kosher salt 

Freshly ground black pepper 
Sliced basil, for garnish 

Freshly grated Parmesan, for garnish 
 

Instructions 
In a large pot of boiling water, cook spaghetti ac-
cording to package directions.  Reserve 1 cup pasta 
water then drain spaghetti.  In a large skillet over 
medium heat, heat oil then add garlic and cook 
until fragrant, 1 minute.  Add zucchini, carrot, and 
red onion and cook until soft, 7 minutes.  Stir in 
tomato paste then add diced tomatoes and season 
with Italian seasoning, red pepper flakes, salt, and 
pepper, simmer 10 minutes.  Add spaghetti to skil-
let and ½ cup of reserved pasta water and toss to 
combine.  Add more pasta water as necessary to 
bring sauce together.  Garnish with basil and Par-
mesan to serve. 
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Confirmed Cases of Pertussis in Caldwell County 
Continued from page 1... 

 

Infants may also have a pause in their breathing, known as apnea. 
 

After one to two weeks, symptoms can worsen to include: 
 

* Severe coughing spells followed by a high-pitched "whoop" sound when a breath is taken 
 

* Throwing-up after coughing fits, especially in young children 
 

* Feeling very tired after coughing fits. 
 

People who are experiencing symptoms should limit contact with others and should seek medical care.  
Doctors may do a lab test to see if a person has pertussis and can prescribe antibiotics as treatment for 
those who are sick or can give them to people who have been exposed but who have not become ill.  If 
someone has had possible contact with pertussis, monitor for signs and symptoms. 
 

“It is very important to be tested for pertussis if someone has the signs and symptoms.  Pertussis can be 
a more serious infection among infants and young children.  It can be fatal, especially in babies under 1 
year of age”, stated Dr. Mark Picton, Medical Director, Caldwell County Health Department. 
 

Those at high risk are, but not limited to: 
 

* Infants and women in their 3rd trimester of pregnancy 
 

* All persons with pre-existing conditions that may be exacerbated by pertussis infection 
 

* Contacts who themselves have close contact with either infants under 12 months, 
pregnant women or individuals with pre-existing health conditions at risk of severe 
illness or complications 
 

* All contacts in high-risk settings that include infants ages <12months or women in the 3rd 
trimester of pregnancy 
 

“We urge individuals to contact us or their healthcare provider if they become ill or their children expe-
rience symptoms of pertussis and get their immunizations up-to-date,” said Joshua Swift, Health Direc-
tor. 
 

The best protection against pertussis is vaccination.  Make sure your family’s vaccinations are upto- 
date.  Protection against pertussis from the childhood vaccine, DTaP, decreases over time. 
 

Older children and adults, including pregnant women (starting at 20 weeks or greater), should get a 
pertussis booster shot called “Tdap” to protect themselves and infants near or around them.  If you need 
the Tdap vaccine, contact your doctor or call Caldwell County Health Department to find a vaccine pro-
vider near you. 
 

Additional information about pertussis can be found on the CDC website (http://www.cdc.gov/
pertussis/). 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding pertussis, please call the Caldwell County Health De-
partment at (828) 426-8488. 
 
Bethlehem Baptist Church will host a trip to The Ark Encounter in Williamstown, Kentucky, Octo-
ber 22 through 26. Anyone in the community is welcome to join this adventure. The group will also visit 
the Creation Museum, the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, and the Newport Aquari-
um. Cost for the trip is $520 per person based on double occupancy and includes admission to the 
above four attractions, transportation, 4 nights lodging, and 8 meals. $75 is due upon signing, with the 
final payment due August 15. For more information visit www.GroupTrips.com/BBCTaylorsville or visit 
www.bethlehembc.org or call 828.495.7250. 
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Meth dealer arrested after swat raid 
 

LENOIR, NC (July 31, 2018) -- On July 30, 2018, at approximately 9:30 pm, Caldwell County Sheriff’s 
Office SWAT and Narcotic Agents with the Ice Unit paid a surprise visit to a man suspected of distrib-
uting methamphetamine in the Grace Chapel Community.  Osvaldo Juan Sierra-Ruiz, age 51, of 3884 
Berry Creek Circle in Granite Falls was arrested and charged with felony possession with intent to sell/
deliver methamphetamine and maintain a dwelling to keep/store controlled substances after a raid on 
his house yielded approximately ½ ounce methamphetamine and 22 grams of high grade marijuana.  
During the search warrant, Agents also seized cash, multiple digital weighing scales, ledgers and other 
items of paraphernalia.  The drugs have a street value of $2,065 according to North Carolina State Drug 
Guidelines.  Ruiz was given a $50,000 secured bond and has a first court appearance on August 1, 2018, 
in District Court in Lenoir.   
 

“The investigation went according to plan and another drug dealer is out of business” – Sheriff Alan C. 
Jones    
 

The Caldwell County Sheriff's Office is always in search of any information involving the use and distri-
bution of illegal controlled substances.  A concerned citizen’s information and assistance will be kept 
confidential.  If you have any information concerning illegal drug activity in Caldwell County, please 
contact the:  
 

Caldwell County Sheriff's Office I.C.E. Unit at 828-757-1178. 
Lenoir Police Department’s Narcotics Division at 828-757-2145. 
Hudson Police Department at 828-728-5021. 
Granite Falls Police Department at 828-396-3358. 
Caldwell County Crimestoppers at 828-758-8300. 

 

We have a great selection of Traeger Grills & Accessories 

We Fill 
Propane 
Tanks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Traeger Sauces, Rubs, Wood Pellets & More 
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CCC&TI Celebrates Truck Driver 
Training Program Graduates 

 

HUDSON, NC (July 25, 2018) -- Caldwell Commu-
nity College and Technical Institute celebrated five 
students from the Truck Driver Training program 
during a completion ceremony on Wednesday, July 
25 at the CCC&TI Transportation and Public Ser-
vices center in Hudson. The participating students 
included Patrick Moser of Hickory, Jacob Walton 
of Ashe County, Matthew Beaver of Lenoir, Donald 
Dillard of Lenoir and Tyler Stafford of Hickory.  
 

CCC&TI Truck Driver Training classes are offered 
in Caldwell, Forsyth, Gaston, Iredell, Richmond, 
Rowan, Rutherford, Union and Yadkin counties. 
Tuition assistance is available for those who quali-
fy. To register for Truck Driver Training at 
CCC&TI, call 828-726-2380. 

 

Caldwell Hospice Good Grief Meal  
to Be Held August 2 

 

LENOIR, NC (July 24, 2018) -- Caldwell Hospice 
and Palliative Care will hold its next monthly Good 
Grief Meal at 4pm, Thursday, August 2, at May-
flower Seafood, 303 Blowing Rock Blvd., Lenoir, 
NC. The informal time of food and fellowship is 
open to anyone who is experiencing grief and loss. 
The meal is Dutch treat. 
 

The Good Grief Meal is sponsored through Ash-
ewood Grief and Counseling Services, bereavement 
care of Caldwell Hospice, and is one of many op-
portunities offered to help individuals of all ages 
and families cope with the loss of people they love. 
Because of the generous support of our community 
and the belief that grief support services improve 
quality of life, Caldwell Hospice offers community 
grief support services to anyone who needs our 
help in coping with grief. For more information 
about the upcoming Good Grief Meal or other grief 
support services, call 828.754.0101, or visit 
www.caldwellhospice.org or the Caldwell Hospice 
and Palliative Care Facebook page. 
 
Union Grove Baptist Church will have the Tri-
umphant Quartet in concert on Saturday, August 11 
at 7:00pm. Everyone is invited and a love offering 
will be taken. The church is located at 1808 Union 
Grove Road, Lenoir.  

Granite Drug Center 
828.212.1066 
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CCC&TI celebrates new class of Electrical Linemen with ceremony  
and student receives scholarship 

 

HUDSON, NC (July 23, 2018) -- Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute celebrated a new 
class of Electrical Linemen with a completion ceremony on Friday, July 20 at the J.E. Broyhill Civic 
Center in Lenoir. Those recognized at the ceremony were: Dillon Franklin of Lenoir, Craig Clark of 
Rutherfordton, Philip Bumgarner of Granite Falls, Jonathan Bruce of Lenoir, Albert Brewer of Granite 
Falls, Robert Bowen of Morganton and Tevin Armes of Lenoir, Jarrette Young of Hickory, Ridge White 
of Browns Summit, Noah Walker of Hickory, Chase Vance of Taylorsville, David Thomasson of Lenoir, 
Jesse Tevepaugh of Taylorsville, Hunter Hefner of Granite Falls and Jonathan Harris of Taylorsville. 
For Electrical Lineman program information or to register, call 828-726-2242. 
 

The North Carolina State Employees Credit Union recently awarded a $750 Continuing Education 
Scholarship to Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute Electrical Lineman student Chase 
Vance of Taylorsville. Pictured, from left to right, are: NCSECU Advisory Board Member Elaine Lock-
hart and scholarship recipient Chase Vance. The SECU Foundation Scholarship was established in 2012 
and focuses on assisting unemployed and underemployed adults, military veterans and members of the 
National Guard attain marketable job skills for future employment. CCC&TI's Electrical Lineman and 
Truck Driver Training programs are eligible for the scholarship. For more information about enrolling 
in CCC&TI Continuing Education classes or receiving financial assistance, call 828-726-2242 (Caldwell) 
or 297-3811 (Watauga). 
 
Center Grove Baptist Church will have Shoes of Hope on Saturday, August 4 from 11am-2pm in the 
church Fellowship Hall. This is a tennis shoe distribution for infant-12th grade. Child must be present 
to receive shoes and they will be given out on a first come first serve basis. A hot dog lunch for the fami-
ly will be provided. For further information contact Leanna Sigler at 828-396-5284.  

  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Largest Independent 
Drug Store In  

North Carolina 

GRANITE DRUG CENTER 
21 Falls Avenue 

Granite Falls, NC  28630 

(828) 396-2144 

(828) 396-7820 

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE 

T-Shirts 
Hats 

We are now featuring work from local Artisans 
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"Raising Lazarus Project" - Many Caldwell 
Baptists are familiar with the Highways to Hedges 
Ministry and know the pastor, Reverend James A. 
Wilfong. The church needs additional space for the 
growth they are experiencing and to expand the 
ministries currently being offered. The church has 
purchased the old Williams building located at the 
intersection of Creekway Drive and Main Street in 
Lenoir. The building will need a new roof and com-
plete make over to meet the needs of the congrega-
tion. A goal of $80,000.00 has been set to cover 
the cost of the roof. If you would like to help with 
the roof fund, send your donation to Highways to 
Hedges Ministry, 1555 Miller Hill Road, Lenoir, NC 
28645. 
 
Foothills Tent Crusade will be held August 6-
17, 7:00pm Monday - Friday with choir practice at 
6:30 at the Caldwell County Fair Grounds. The 
theme is "Revive Us Again" and features Dr. Ralph 
Sexton. There will be a prayer meeting for the cru-
sade on Saturday, August 4 at 6:00pm at the Fair 
Grounds. 
 

"They're Solid Gone: Songs Telling 
Tales of Destiny and Demise."  

 

Join us on Wednesday, 8 August at 10:00 as Cald-
well Heritage Museum hosts local musicians Pat-
rick and Kay Crouch at the August "Coffee with the 
Director." Please stop by to support these wonder-
ful talented artists who have touched and enriched 
many lives through the years as they regale us with 
tales of "destiny and demise." 
 

Come early to get your seat. Coffee and pastries 
provided. A $5 donation is requested. If you have 
any questions, please call the Museum at 758-4004 
between 10:00 and 4:30, Tuesday through Friday; 
9:00 - 12:00 on Saturday. 
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Vintage Café (Café & Bakery) 

540 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-3043   www.facebook.com/VintageCafeBakery 

 
The Local Bean (Coffee shop) 

536 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 726-3888   www.facebook.com/thelocalbeanhudson 

 
Blanca’s Cakes 

534B Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 640-7701   www.facebook.com/blancas.cakes.3 

 
State Farm Insurance 

534A Central Street Suite A 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-5581   www.insuremeangel.com 

 
Just Roll With It (Food, Wine & Beer) 

107 Fairway Ave 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 572-5588   www.facebook.com/justrollwithithudson 

 
Cornered Hill Firearms Training 

524 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 

(828) 221-2900   www.facebook.com/CorneredHillFirearmsTraining 
 

 

Shop in downtown Hudson & support local!!! 

We Buy, Sell & Trade   Tues thru Fri 9 to 5  Sat 9 to 1 

YESTERYEARS 
Antiques & Collectibles 

 

538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638 
  

828.728.3161   yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net 
 

Step Back In Time…Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!!  1000’s Of Items

Shop 
Local 

Shop 
Local 
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Mill Village Comes to Life with Hunger Games Tours and More 
 

HILDEBRAN, NC (July 23, 2018) -- A change in ownership has brought the dawn of a new era for the 
Henry River Mill Village, an early-1900s village in eastern Burke County best known as the filming site 
for District 12 in the original Hunger Games movie. 
 

The historic village, once home to a thriving textile mill producing fine thread from power generated by 
its dam on the Henry River, was purchased in October by Calvin Reyes of Hickory, N.C., and his mom 
and step-father, Elaine Namour and Michael Namour of Denver, N.C. 
 

The new owners have instituted daily tours that focus on the community’s history, including the Hunger 
Games aspect. They have also contracted with the Unofficial Hunger Games Fan Tours to offer in-depth 
movie-based tours on weekends, and they have partnered with First in Fright Paranormal to offer para-
normal hunts and investigations the last Saturday of each month. 
 

The daily history tours started in the spring and have been a big hit, Reyes says. The one-hour tours 
take place every day at 10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m. and cost $15 per person. 
 

“The neatest thing about it to me is seeing how interested people are in the village,” he says. 
 

“They’re usually coming for the Hunger Games aspect, but then they learn the history and are just fasci-
nated. Then you watch 10-year-old kids and don’t think they are going to be interested in it at all, but 
they see the abandoned buildings and they hear why they are here and they go see the outhouses and 
are just intrigued by it.” 
 

Unofficial Hunger Game Fan Tours, which run three to four hours and include archery activities, movie 
reenactments and lunch, take place most Saturdays and Sundays. The cost is $35 for adults and $30 for 
children. 
 

Meanwhile, the four-hour evening paranormal tours take visitors on an intimate journey through near 
pitch-black darkness and into areas that are usually off limits. Participants must be 18 years or older 
and the cost is $89.99 per person. 
 

Reyes is also working with a non-profit preservation group to establish a museum in house 16, which 
was the home of heroine Katniss Everdeen in the Hunger Games. 
 

Longer term plans include refurbishing the company store (which was a bakery in the Hunger Games) 
into a restaurant and gathering place, renovating the 20 remaining mill houses into overnight rentals, 
and rebuilding 12 of the mill village houses that have been lost over time. 
 

Reyes’ vision is creating a destination where folks can spend a weekend, or longer, with plenty of activi-
ties available on site. 
 

“We want to bring it back to life – a real village where you have kayaking, canoeing, hiking and a variety 
of other pursuits, including a restaurant,” Reyes says. “The end goal is developing a 72-acre getaway 
that allows you to not only experience the Hunger Games aspect, but also our Western North Carolina 
culture – the nature, food, community and overall feel.” 
 

Reyes says the purchase of the vacant village came about by happenstance. He was looking for a place 
with multiple acres where his family, parents and grandparents could build houses and live close to 
each other. Although that is still part of the plan, he now sees a higher calling to preserve a piece of 
North Carolina’s past for future generations. 
 

“I’m 32 and this is what I want to be doing for the rest of my life,” he says. “I am going to spend the next 
20 or 30 years building up Henry River and then if my kids want it, fantastic. If not, we’ll get somebody 
else to take it over. I want to leave something behind that is bigger than all of us and to me Henry River 
is a project that is worth it.” 
 

To register for tours and activities, or to learn more about the village in general, visit 
www.HenryRiverMillVillage.com. 
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NCDA&CS issues warning to con-
sumers to not purchase or consume 

Kellogg’s Honey Smacks cereal 
 

RALEIGH, NC (July 27, 2018) -- Inspectors with 
the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services are issuing a warning to consumers to not 
purchase or consume Kellogg’s Honey Smacks ce-
real due to a multistate outbreak of Salmonella 
Mbandaka. The outbreak has spanned 33 states 
with more than 101 cases of infections, at least four 
of those are in North Carolina. 
 

“We are concerned we continue to find this prod-
uct offered for sale. The product was originally re-
called by Kellogg’s in June,” said Joe Reardon, as-
sistant commissioner of consumer protection. 
“This week our Rapid Response Team activated 
and inspectors have found the product at one out 
of every 10 grocery stores during routine recall-
effectiveness checks. We are urging consumers to 
NOT purchase or consume this product. Inspectors 
have placed stop sales on products found in gro-
cery stores. However there may be more out there 
and we are continuing to check.” 
 

The CDC recommends that consumers do not eat 
any Kellogg’s Honey Smacks Cereal. The FDA has 
also issued a statement that retailers cannot legally 
offer the cereal for sale and should throw out 15.3-
ounce and 23-ounce boxes. 
 

“It is important to pay attention to recalls,” Rear-
don said. “If you hear of a product being recalled 
check your pantry to make sure you do not have 
the product in stock. Our inspectors will continue 
to conduct recall-effectiveness checks for this 
product and others that have been recalled. Con-
sumers can help by keeping themselves informed.” 
 

Salmonella can cause serious and sometimes fatal 
infections in young children, frail or elderly peo-
ple, and others with weakened immune systems. 
Symptoms of Salmonella include nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea or bloody diarrhea, abdominal cramping 
and fever. Rarely, Salmonella can result in more 
serious ailments. People exhibiting any symptoms 
after having consumed this product should contact 
their healthcare providers. Consumers can find 
more information online at kelloggs.com/
honeysmacksrecall or call 1-800-962-1413. 

  
  
  
  

  

 Good Christian Learning At Affordable Prices 
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years  828-212-0900 


