
 

Phelps named Police Chief in Lenoir 
 

LENOIR, NC (Friday, July 13, 2018)…Brent Phelps will be the next Police 
Chief for the City of Lenoir. City Manager Scott Hildebran made the an-
nouncement this morning, Friday, July 13, 2018, to the Police Department 
and other City staff. 
 

“Brent is well-liked and respected by his peers in the City and across the 
state,” Hildebran said. “During his 22 years of service to Lenoir, he has 
developed strong relationships and bonds in the community, and I’m con-
fident in his ability to lead the department and serve the Citizens of Le-
noir.” 
 

Phelps was selected after an extensive assessment process that included 
several high-quality candidates. The assessors described him as calm, ap-
proachable, knowledgeable, and well-prepared, both academically and 
professionally, to serve as Chief. 
 

“He has led in numerous positions during his career and currently serves 
in key roles in the department,” Hildebran said. “Given his background, 
his reputation, and his service in Lenoir, he’s a great fit for the city.” 
 

Chief Scott Brown seconded Hildebran and said Phelps is the right man 
for the job. 
 

“I am proud to have served alongside Brent for many years. He is a great man and a dedicated police 
officer who truly cares about his people and community,” Brown said. “I know several of the applicants 
and realize this was a difficult decision for the City Manager - they are top quality people. However, I 
certainly second his choice and thank the Phelps family for their willingness to accept this appointment. 
Chief Phelps will do a great job for the City of Lenoir.” 
 

Phelps said he is honored to be chosen as the next Chief of Police. 
 

“I am excited for the new opportunity to continue to serve the community I call home and to work with 
the fine men and women in the City of Lenoir Police Department and the City of Lenoir,” Phelps said. 
 

As Chief, Phelps said he doesn’t plan to make any drastic changes in the department, but he does plan to 
focus on a couple issues. He said he’d like to look for ways to allocate more resources to Code Enforce-
ment, and he said the department is going to have to work hard to recruit and retain high-quality offic-
ers, just like all other departments across the county. 
 

“We’re at a very good place as a department,” Phelps said. “And I look forward to continuing the suc-
cesses of Chief Scott Brown.” 
 

Phelps started his law enforcement career in 1996 with the Lenoir Police Department. He has served as a 
patrol officer, narcotics investigator, patrol sergeant, patrol lieutenant, investigations lieutenant, and 
professional standards lieutenant. Since 2012, Phelps has served as the Captain of Support Services, the 
senior captain of the department. 
 

As the senior captain, Phelps supervises the department in the absence of the Chief, supervises 18 full-
time and eight part-time employees, serves as one of two public information officers for the department, 
interacts with the media almost daily, manages internal investigations, oversees the department’s com-
munication center, and more.  Continued on page 16... 
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Caldwell Journal Weather 
 
 A t-storm in spots.

High 81 Low 66 
Precipitation:  0.12 in. 

 
  

High 83 Low 66 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
  

High 81 Low 66 
Precipitation:  0.20 in. 

 
 Clouds & sun, a t-storm

High 84 Low 65 
Precipitation:  0.22 in. 

 
 

High 82 Low 68 
Precipitation:  0.31 in. 

 
 A couple of t-storms possible. 

High 83 Low 68 
Precipitation:  0.13 in. 

 
 T-storms possible

High 83 Low 66 
Precipitation:  0.48 in. 
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Caldwell Journal Info 
“Published each Thursday by the Caldwell Journal” 

Established October 2, 2014 
 

Advertising Rates: 
1/12 Page Ad - $30.00 for 4 weeks (1.275” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/6 Page Ad - $45.00 for 4 weeks (2.55” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/2 Page Ad - $65.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 3.225” wide) 
Full Page Ad - $95.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 6.45” wide) 

 

Contact Us: 
www.caldwelljournal.com 

www.facebook.com/CaldwellJournal 
mark.jackson@caldwelljournal.com  828.493.4798 

 
The content of the articles or the advertisements does not necessarily  
represent the opinions of anyone affiliated with the Caldwell Journal. 

The Caldwell Journal is a non-discriminatory paper. 
 

Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm For Next Week's Paper 

 

Vacation Bible School Schedule 
 

Mount Zion Baptist Church in Sawmills will 
have VBS July 22-26, 6:00-8:45pm for all ages 
plus adults. The theme is "Game On: Gearing Up 
for Life's Big Game". The church is located at 1787 
Cajah Mountain Rd, Hudson. 
 

Yadkin Baptist Church will have VBS July 22-
27, 6:00-8:30pm with Friday being family night. 
The theme is "Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus". 
The church is located at 2044 Roby Martin Rd, 
Patterson. 
  

First Baptist Church of Hudson will have First 
Kids VBS Camp July 23-26, 5:45-8:30pm. The 
theme is "Game On: Gearing Up for Life's Big 
Game". The church is located at 345 Main St, Hud-
son. 
 

Union Baptist Church will have VBS July 23-27, 
6:00-8:30pm with commencement on July 29, 
11:00am. The theme is "Game On: Gearing Up for 
Life's Big Game". The church is located at 4595 
Union Baptist Rd, Lenoir. 
 

Baton Baptist Church will have VBS July 29-
August 1, 6:30-9:00pm with dinner provided at 
6:00. The theme is "Shipwrecked: Rescued by Je-
sus" and is for ages 3 - adult. The church is located 
at 4491 Hickory Nut Ridge Rd, Hudson. For more 
information call the church at 728-3563 or Julie 
Pierce at 368-0175. 
  

Mountain Grove Baptist Church will have 
VBS July 29-August 1. The time for July 29 is 5:00-
8:00pm and the theme is "Amped". Pre-
registration is required at 
www.mountaingrove.org/getamped. The church is 
located at 2485 Connelly Springs Rd, Granite Falls. 
 

Clearview Baptist Church will have VBS July 
29-August 3, 6:00-8:30pm. The theme is 
"Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus" and all ages are 
welcome. The church is located at 2455 Alfred 
Hartley Rd, Lenoir. 
 

Above listing courtesy of the  
Caldwell Baptist Association 
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Play auditions to be held at the  
HUB in Hudson 

 

HUDSON, NC (July 16, 2018)…This fall, the Town 
of Hudson will present its 26th dinner theatre pro-
duction, the Stephen Schwartz musical, “Children 
of Eden.”  The play deals with the first nine chap-
ters of Genesis; the first act concerns Adam, the 
second act, Noah.  Auditions will be held in the 
main auditorium at the Hudson Uptown Building 
(HUB), 145 Cedar Valley Road, Hudson, Monday 
and Tuesday, July 23rd and 24th, at 7:00 PM each 
night.  Show dates are:  Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday, October 18th, 19th, 20th, 25th, 26th and 
27th.   
 

Please prepare a song for your audition.  There will 
be cold reading from the script and some improv 
for the children and possibly the adults.  There will 
also be a bit of basic movement, so please wear 
something comfortable.  There are many roles for 
children and adults, including Father (God), Ad-
am, Eve, Snake (Several people), Cain, Abel, Noah, 
Mama Noah, Shem, Ham, Japheth, Aysha (Shem’s 
Wife), Aprah (Ham’s Wife), Yonah (Family Serv-
ant, Japheth’s Wife), Young Cain, Young Abel, Pri-
mary and Secondary Storytellers, Angels, Animals, 
Humankind and Chorus.  You must be able to sing 
and sing in harmony.  For more information, call 
Director Keith Smith at 728-8272.  

 

Lower Creek Baptist Church was blessed with 
more upholstery fabric than they can use. They 
would like to pass it along to other churches or 
sewing circles. They make drawstring bags and Tic
-Tac-Toe games for Operation Christmas Child 
shoe boxes. Please bring boxes or bags to take the 
material. Contact Angela Gilbreath or Tara Smith 
to arrange a pick up time (828) 758-2315. The 
church is located at 633 Lower Creek Dr, NE, Le-
noir. 

 

Grilled Honey Lime  

Cilantro Chicken 
 

Ingredients 
 

2 pounds boneless, skinless  

chicken breasts, or thighs 

¼ cup lime juice 

½ cup honey 

2 Tablespoons Soy Sauce 

1 Tablespoon olive oil 

2 garlic cloves, minced 

½ cup cilantro, finely chopped 

½ teaspoon salt 

¼ teaspoon pepper 
 

Instructions 
 

Put chicken in a ziplock bag.  In a small bowl com-

bine lime juice, honey, soy sauce, olive oil, garlic, 

cilantro, salt and pepper.  Pour the sauce over the 

chicken and seal the bag and let marinade for 3 

hours or overnight.  Preheat your grill to medium 

high heat.  Grill each side of the chicken for about 

3-4 minutes or until cooked throughout and no 

longer pink. 

  
  
  
  

  

 Good Christian Learning At Affordable Prices 
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years  828-212-0900 
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Vintage Café (Café & Bakery) 

540 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-3043   www.facebook.com/VintageCafeBakery 

 
The Local Bean (Coffee shop) 

536 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 726-3888   www.facebook.com/thelocalbeanhudson 

 
Blanca’s Cakes 

534B Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 640-7701   www.facebook.com/blancas.cakes.3 

 
State Farm Insurance 

534A Central Street Suite A 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-5581   www.insuremeangel.com 

 
Just Roll With It (Food, Wine & Beer) 

107 Fairway Ave 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 572-5588   www.facebook.com/justrollwithithudson 

 
Cornered Hill Firearms Training 

524 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 

(828) 221-2900   www.facebook.com/CorneredHillFirearmsTraining 
 

 

Shop in downtown Hudson & support local!!! 

We Buy, Sell & Trade   Tues thru Fri 9 to 5  Sat 9 to 1 

YESTERYEARS 
Antiques & Collectibles 

 

538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638 
  

828.728.3161   yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net 
 

Step Back In Time…Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!!  1000’s Of Items

Shop 
Local 

Shop 
Local 
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Teresa Branch Files for School Board 
 

LENOIR, NC (July 16, 2018)…I'm happy to announce that I'm 
seeking re-election to the Caldwell County Board of Education, 
where I will continue to be an active and engaged voice for eve-
ry student, parent, and teacher in our community. You can 
count on me to always do my homework, speak up, and advo-
cate for a quality education for all students. As a former teach-
er, substitute teacher, bus driver, assistant principal, principal, 
and director, I've worked to give all citizens a voice on the 
board, and will continue to do so if elected for another term. 
 

During our search for superintendent, the priorities for our 
school system were voiced by educators, families, and commu-
nity members.  Their priorities are my priorities:  School Safety 
& Mental Health, Smart Spending, and Partnerships with our 
Stakeholders. 
 

School Safety & Mental Health - Making sure that students are 
safe and ready to learn is the most important task for our 
school system.  Providing the personnel and tools for School 
Resource Officers and Student Services (counselors, social 
workers & nurses) is essential. 
 

Smart Spending - Analyzing the budget and spending effective-
ness will ensure that we are getting “bang for our buck.”  With a 
new superintendent, we are at the perfect time to evaluate pro-
grams, procedures, and day-to-day operations.  This includes 
allotment and the timeliness that school principals are given 
their allotment.  To often we are losing quality educators to surrounding counties because of delays in 
the allotment and hiring process. 
 

Partnerships with our Stakeholders - To better prepare students to be engaged and productive members 
of society, we must focus on strengthening our relationship with families, business and industry, and 
partner agencies.  A strong school system provides a better educated work force and a higher quality of 
life for everyone.  
 

My experiences as a Caldwell County student, parent, and educator have provided the opportunity to 
understand education from the inside out.  If elected, I will continue to bring creativity, innovation, and 
a mind-set to be actively engaged in discussions that lead and guide the future of education in Caldwell 
County.  Please consider a vote for Teresa Branch when voting for school board this November. 

 

CCC&TI Basketball Camp set for July 30 to August 2 
 

HUDSON, NC (July 12, 2018)…CCC&TI will host a basketball camp later this month, and we're hoping 
you'll add the information to your upcoming sports calendars or provide a public service announce-
ment. Any help is greatly appreciated. The details are below: 
 

Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute is hosting a Basketball Camp for boys and girls 
ages 6 to 14 this summer on the Caldwell Campus in Hudson from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., July 30 to Aug. 
2. The camp, conducted by CCC&TI coaches, will offer skill development, games and competitions. All 
campers receive a t-shirt and certificate. 
 

The cost is $50 for preregistered campers (camp is limited to 50 participants), or $60 at the door if 
spots are available. For more information, contact: Matt Anderson (manderson@cccti.edu, 828-850-
0258) or Jamison McIver (jmciver@cccti.edu, 828-577-4364). 
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K-9s In Flight Frisbee® Dogs Return 

to Tweetsie Railroad 
 

BLOWING ROCK, NC (June 21, 2018) -- Get ready 

for nine days of four-legged family fun when the K-

9s In Flight Frisbee® Dogs perform at Tweetsie 

Railroad! From July 21-29, 2018, this one-of-a-

kind performance group made up of adopted and 

rescued dogs will wow the entire family with acro-

batic freestyle routines, all while promoting pet 

adoption. The performances will run three times 

each day at 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m., 

with special Saturday night performances at 7:00 

p.m. as part of Tweetsie Railroad's Cool Summer 

Nights. 
 

Enjoy Nine Days of Canine Acrobatics at North 

Carolina’s First Theme Park… 
 

Adopter and trainer, John Misita, has been pro-

ducing the K-9s In Flight Frisbee® Dogs showcase 

for more than 15 years and has been featured on 

Animal Planet, ESPN, Discovery Channel, HBO 

and more. Misita trains the once-homeless dogs to 

fly high and learn talents like swimming, diving, 

Frisbee catching and more. Of course, the best part 

is seeing how much these adorable four-legged ath-

letes love to perform! These dynamic dogs have 

captured the hearts of viewers nationwide on tele-

vision, so don’t miss the show everyone is talking 

about. Each show is available on a first-come, first-

seated basis and is included with regular park ad-

mission. 
 

In addition to watching the incredible K-9s In 

Flight Frisbee® Dogs, guests can enjoy a full day of 

Wild West fun when visiting Tweetsie Railroad. 

From riding a train pulled by an historic steam 

locomotive on a three-mile adventure to striking it 

rich while panning for gold at Miner’s Mountain, 

there’s always plenty to see and do at Tweetsie 

Railroad. North Carolina’s first theme park also 

offers amusement rides, engaging live shows, the 

Deer Park Zoo and more for the whole family to 

enjoy. 
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Caring Fore!!! Kinsley Golf Tournament 
 

GRANITE FALLS, NC (July 16, 2018)…Local resident Matt Vaughn is hosting a golf tournament at Or-
chard Hills Golf Course in Granite Falls for Kinsley Brown.  She was born premature at 28 weeks and 
spent the better part of 8 months in the NICU.  She has since moved in to her home, but still requires 
around the clock care.  This tournament is to raise funds to assist in her continued care. 
 

Read more about her story here: 
http://beemighty.org/july-2018-mighty-bee/ 
 

The Tournament will be on Friday, August 3rd. at Orchard Hills Golf Course.  There will be hole-in-one 
prizes including a $10,000 cash prize.  It will be a 4-player Captains Choice tournament and there will 
be prizes for the winning team.  Cost is only $50 per player and that includes, golf, lunch, 2 mulligans, 
and an entry for a chance to play "roll-the-dice" for $2,500 cash prize.   
 

We have sponsorship opportunities as well.  
 

$50 Memorial to add a family member or friend as part of the dedication/honor of the tournament. 
 

$100 hole sponsorship to honor a loved one or promote your business name. 
 

$150 for your business to set up a table on a designated hole to handout promotional items 
 

We also are looking for donations for golfer's gift bags including items like tees, towels, pens, etc. 
 

It's going to be a great day for golf and all proceeds will go directly to the Brown family to help with her 
continued fight and care. 
 

Please contact Matt Vaughn at mattvaughn1287@gmail.com or Orchard Hills Golf Course at (828) 728-
3560 to sign up a team!!  www.facebook.com/OrchardHillsGolfCourse 
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New Dunkin’ Donuts Restaurant in Lenoir to host Grand Opening  
on Saturday, July 21 

 

LENOIR, NC (July 16, 2018) -- Dunkin’ Donuts today announced that in celebration of the grand open-
ing of their new location at 219 Wilkesboro Boulevard NE, the restaurant will host an event on Satur-
day, July 21st featuring a prize wheel and raffle, where one lucky winner will walk away with donuts for 
one year. During the week leading up to the event, the new location will offer an exclusive free menu 
item each day to welcome the community to the new restaurant. 
 

Grand Opening Celebration Prizes Will Include Donuts for One Year for One Lucky Winner... 
 

The new Dunkin’ Donuts in Lenoir will keep people running with the brand’s beverage offerings includ-
ing high-quality, freshly-brewed Hot and Iced Coffees, Frozen Dunkin’ Coffee, Cold Brew and Rainfor-
est Alliance Certified™ Dark Roast, along with a Rainforest Alliance Certified™ espresso lineup that 
includes Americano, Cappuccino, Espresso, as well as Hot and Iced Lattes and Macchiatos. Dunkin’ 
Donuts will also serve a full menu of Premium Hot Teas, Coolatta® frozen beverages, delicious donuts, 
sandwiches and bakery goods –including the new warm and crispy Donut Fries -- that pair perfectly 
with the brand’s coffee beverages. All Dunkin’ Donuts menu items are available any time of day, and 
guests are encouraged to customize their favorite food and drinks. 

 

This new location opened (soft-opening) on 
Wednesday, July 11. 
 

The new Lenoir location will be open seven 
days a week from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. and will em-
ploy approximately 40 crew members. Indoor 
and outdoor seating will provide a welcoming 
environment for guests to enjoy Dunkin’ Do-
nuts’ high-quality coffee beverages in a friendly 
atmosphere. Guests will also be able to enjoy 
free Wi-Fi access at the new restaurant. 
 

With Dunkin’ Donuts’ On-the-Go Mobile Or-
dering, members of the DD Perks® Rewards 
Program can order in advance using their mo-
bile phone, speed past the line and go straight 
to pick up when they get inside the store. 

Guests can also pick up their mobile order at the drive-thru. Guests can place a mobile order up to 24 
hours in advance, then simply confirm via the Dunkin’ Mobile app when they are at the restaurant and 
ready to pick up their order. 
 

Hara Food Service Group, LLC will be the franchisee for the new restaurant in Lenoir and currently op-
erate two Dunkin’ Donuts restaurants in North Carolina. "Dunkin' Donuts is one of the world’s leading 
brands and is proud to keep people who are on-the-go energized with delicious coffee, food and other 
beverages throughout their busy day,” said Dennis Harvey, Operating Partner of Hara Food Service 
Group, LLC. “We are very excited to serve the people who live and work here in Lenoir and look forward 
to becoming a popular destination as the first Dunkin’ Donuts location in this community.” 
 

Dunkin' Donuts is America's favorite all-day, everyday stop for coffee and baked goods, selling approxi-
mately 2 billion cups of hot and iced coffee and espresso-based beverages per year and approximately 
2.9 billion donuts and MUNCHKINS® donut hole treats combined globally per year. Today, there are 
more than 12,500 Dunkin’ Donuts restaurants worldwide in 45 countries, including more than 9,000 
Dunkin’ Donuts restaurants across the U.S.  
 

To learn more about Dunkin’ Donuts, visit www.DunkinDonuts.com or subscribe to the Dunkin’ Donuts 
blog to receive notifications at https://news.dunkindonuts.com/blog. 
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Conceptual plans for Union Square 
and Riverwalk move forward 

 

HICKORY, NC (July 17, 2018)…The Bond Imple-
mentation Commission held its quarterly meeting 
on June 26 to discuss updates on the projects and 
review conceptual design plans for Union Square 
and the Riverwalk.  The Commission unanimously 
approved the recommended plans from both sub-
committees and presented those recommenda-
tions to Hickory City Council at the July 17 City 
Council meeting. 
 

City Walk and Union Square 
 

After gathering additional input from downtown 
stakeholders, the overlapping recommendations 
from the Hickory Downtown Development Associ-
ation (HDDA) and the City Walk Subcommittee 
include maintaining the historic feel, improving 
lighting, increasing outdoor seating, and keeping 
the connector across the lawn area.   
 

Conceptual plans for Union Square now include an 
expanded footprint, emphasis on storefront visibil-
ity, a defined center path connector across the 
lawn, two large grass areas, improved lighting, 
more outdoor seating, trees along perimeter roads, 
planters, removing the bus stop, bulb-outs at 
crosswalks for pedestrian protection, renovated 
restrooms, and adding music to further enhance 
the atmosphere downtown. 
 

City Walk plans are currently under review by the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation 
(NCDOT).  The plans will then go before the Fed-
eral Highway Administration for approval before 
sending the project out to bid. 
 

Riverwalk 
 

Riverwalk plans are progressing, with designs for 
the iconic bridge over the water nearing 60%.  The 
Riverwalk will also offer on-land connections to 
existing and future amenities, including the Lake 
Hickory Trails, paved greenway and Boy Scout 
Cabin at Rotary-Geitner Park, future Deidra Lack-
ey Memorial Park, and the future pedestrian 
bridge across Lake Hickory.  When NCDOT com-
pletes improvements to Highway 321, the current 
northbound bridge will be turned over to the City 
of Hickory for pedestrian use, furthering access 
and connectivity from the Riverwalk across Lake 
Hickory.  Continued on page 11... 
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Granite Insurance Agency welcomes three new team members 
 

GRANITE FALLS, NC (July 12, 2018)…Granite Insurance Agency, is pleased to announce the addition 
of three (3) new team members.  Granite Insurance is a locally owned Trusted Choice Independent In-
surance Agency.  Through their well-trained exceptional team, they work with both individual and busi-
ness clients to develop unique individualized methods of managing their risks.  Granite Insurance 
serves clients in 34 states. 
 

Lisa Caldwell has joined the firm as a Business Insurance Account Manager.  Lisa is a recent graduate of 
Appalachian State University with a major in Risk Management and Insurance and a minor in Employ-
ee Benefits.  She resides in the Hickory area.  Lisa will specialize in partnering with clients in Granite 
Insurance’s Adventure Sports team. 
 

Taylar Hataway has joined the firm as a Business Insurance Account Manager.  Taylar is a graduate of 
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte with a major in Marketing and resides in the Granite Falls 
area.  Taylar will specialize in partnering with clients on the Granite Insurance Business Insurance 
team. 
 

Katie Tocci has joined the firm as a Personal Risk Advisor.  Katie is a graduate of Elon University with a 
major in Corporate Communications and resides in the Hickory area.  Katie will specialize in providing 
risk management solutions to personal clients.  Her focus will be on risk and insurance programs de-
signed to protect client’s personal assets while minimizing their overall total cost of risk. 
 

Granite Insurance is a franchise partner in Keystone Insurers Group.  Keystone Insurers Group, head-
quartered in Pennsylvania, is the second largest privately held insurance agency group in the United 
States.  Keystone is comprised of partner agencies in 13 states. 
 

Conceptual plans for Union Square and Riverwalk move forward 
Continued from page 10… 

 

The incorporation of on-land Riverwalk paths stays true 
to the original bond project concept, while taking ad-
vantage of cost savings, lifted buffer regulations, and en-
hanced connectivity.  The recommended Riverwalk plans 
will provide visitors with a variety of scenery and multiple 
vantage points to admire the beauty of Lake Hickory and 
the surrounding natural environments.  
 

For more information about City Walk, Riverwalk, and 
other bond projects, please visit http://
www.hickorync.gov/content/bond-information. 
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Suspect in Caldwell County Deputy 
shooting identified 

 

LENOIR, NC (July 18, 2018)…The Caldwell County 
Sheriff’s Office released the identity of the suspect 
responsible for shooting a deputy this past Sunday 
night.  His name is Kerry Edwin Townsend. 
 

Here is a recount of the events in this case that 
began this past Sunday night July 15, 2018… 
 

A Caldwell County Deputy was shot late Sunday 
night on July 15, 2018 during a traffic stop.  The 
shooting occurred around 11:30 p.m. on Cheraw 
Road near the intersection with Pisgah Church 
Road.  Reportedly as the deputy approached the 
car, he was shot. 
 

Local resident Gather King came to the deputy’s 
aid just after hearing the shot. 
 

The deputy was wearing a protective vest at the 
time but was hit below the vest.  He was flown by 
helicopter to Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte 
where he underwent surgery and is listed in stable 
condition. 
 

The Caldwell County Sheriff’s Office confirmed on 
Monday, July 16 that the Deputy shot Sunday night 
in a traffic stop is 21-year-old Jordan Sherrill.  He 
has been with the Caldwell County Sheriff’s office 
for just over one year.  “Hopefully, what it sounds 
like, he’s going to make a full recovery, so we’re 
blessed about that,” Jones said during the press 
conference. 
 

All Caldwell County Law Enforcement assisted in 
some capacity.  Caldwell County Sheriff, SBI, NC 
Highway Patrol, Burke County Sheriff and the US 
Marshal Service were the primary agencies assist-
ing with the investigation leading up to the break-
in at the house on Zacks Fork Road on Tuesday, 
July 17.  The Watauga County Sheriff offered assis-
tance as well. 
 

Caldwell County Sheriff Alan Jones told reporters 
on Tuesday afternoon that they had a tip about a 
break-in at a house along Zacks Fork Road.  Sheriff 
Jones stated, “I had a feeling about it.” 
 

At approximately 4pm on Tuesday, July 17 Cald-
well County Sheriff Office SWAT team members 
entered the home and came across a man and a 
woman.  Sheriff Jones said the man had a handgun 
and pointed it at the SWAT team and starting fir-
ing.  Continued on page 13... 

Granite Drug Center 
828.212.1066 
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Suspect in Caldwell County Deputy shooting identified 
Continued from page 12… 

 

The SWAT team returned fire and the man was killed.  Sheriff Jones said, “he is the one who shot depu-
ty Sherrill” this past Sunday night. 
 

The woman was not injured and was taken into custody.  Sheriff Jones believed that the woman was 
with the man when the deputy was shot.  She was identified as Stephanie Sipes and was booked and 
then taken to the Caldwell County Magistrate Office.  Sipes was charged with Accessory after the Fact of 
Attempted Murder.  Sheriff Jones said more charges may be filed as investigators are still looking into 
the case. 
 

There are still some unanswered questions, especially why the deputy was shot. 
 

A bond of $1,000,000 was set for Stephanie Sipes. 
 

Stephanie Sipes was in court today Wednesday, July 18, 2018.  Sipes will be in court again on Thursday, 
August 9, 2018 for a probable cause hearing. 
 

Both Kerry Edwin Townsend and Stephanie Sipes have extensive prior records. 

Kerry Edwin Townsend  Stephanie Sipes  
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Granite Falls Garden Club “Yard of the Month” for July 
 

GRANITE FALLS, NC (July 11, 2018)…One year after a 
tornado toppled two Bradford Pear trees in the yard of DC 
and Vonda Hefner in Granite Falls, the Granite Falls Gar-
den Club Awarded the Hefner's with Yard Of The Month 
for July 2018.  Their shrubs and lawn are well manicured.  
Marigolds, periwinkle and knockout roses are currently 
blooming in beds around the house.  Appropriately for 
July, the home and gardens are tastefully decorated in a 
patriotic theme.  The backyard is a shaded oasis with large 
shade trees, magnolia and evergreens.  A special attraction 
is their outdoor pond stocked with bright goldfish.  The 
award was presented by Garden Club members Sherry 
McGill and Teresa Jackson. 

 

Clover Baptist Church will host a Family Movie Night 
on Saturday, July 21 at 6:30pm featuring the movie "I Can 
Only Imagine". An inspirational Christian film, this movie 
shares the background of the popular Christian song by 
the same name. All seating is free and refreshments will be 
served. Everyone is welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 100 Pinewood Rd, Granite Falls. For more infor-
mation please contact the church office at 828-396-2417 
between the hours of 8:30am and 2:30pm Monday - 
Thursday or visit www.cloverbaptistchurch.com.  

  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Largest Independent 
Drug Store In  

North Carolina 

GRANITE DRUG CENTER 
21 Falls Avenue 

Granite Falls, NC  28630 

(828) 396-2144 

(828) 396-7820 

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE 

T-Shirts 
Hats 

We are now featuring work from local Artisans 
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Yadkin Baptist Church will sponsor a Patterson Picnic on Saturday, July 21 at 12:00pm. This is a 
free community cookout and will take place in the field across from Yadkin Church. Come enjoy a free 
picnic lunch with friends, family, and neighbors in Patterson! Enjoy hot dogs and chips, cool off with a 
soda, listen to some live bluegrass, play a game of cornhole, serve the ball in a volleyball game, create 
art masterpieces with chalk, and enjoy fun kids' activities. Let's get together, visit and catch up on life, 
and enjoy an afternoon of food and fun. All are welcome! Note: If it rains, the picnic will be rescheduled 
for August 4th at noon. 

 

NCSHP Participating in Nationwide "Best Looking Cruiser Contest" 
  

RALEIGH, NC (July 18, 2018) -- The American Association of State Troopers has kicked off the 2018 
“Best Looking Cruiser Contest” and the NCSHP will be represented again this year with a 2018 marked 
Dodge Charger.  We want all of our SHP friends and family to “Like” our picture and “Share” it so your 
friends and family can show their support as well.  The con-
test will run today July 18th through July 25th at 5 p.m., so 
vote now! 
  

As a tribute to fallen Trooper Samuel Bullard, who was sta-
tioned in Surry County at the time of his death, the SHP 
chose Pilot Mountain State Park as the backdrop for the 
photograph.  Pilot Mountain State Park is primarily located 
in Surry County and is recognizable for its dome shaped 
mountain peak.  Pilot Mountain is an iconic image for our 
state and its unique beauty only enhances the great looking 
patrol vehicle of the SHP.  

 

We have a great selection of Traeger Grills & Accessories 

We Fill 
Propane 
Tanks 

Free Cover with purchase of Grill 
(offer good thru the end of July ) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Traeger Sauces, Rubs, Wood Pellets & More 
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Phelps named Police Chief in Lenoir 
Continued from page 1… 

 

During his 22 years of service in Lenoir, Phelps has built and maintained strong relationships within the 
department, the City, the community, and the county. Becoming the City of Lenoir Police Chief is a goal 
he has been working toward. 
 

“I like the size of our department, and I love our community,” Phelps said. “For the past 10 years, I’ve 
thought I would like to be Chief one day, but I really wanted to be a Chief here in Lenoir.” 
 

Phelps said he decided several years ago that he didn’t want to chase a Chief’s position that took him to 
another agency. He decided he would stick with the City of Lenoir, put in the work, continue his educa-
tion and training, and wait for the right opportunity. 
 

“I’m proud of the fact that I’ve been here 22 years,” Phelps said. 
 

Phelps grew up in York, SC, and his family moved to Newton in 1989, right before Phelps started his 
freshman year in high school.  He graduated from Newton Conover High School and then earned an 
Associate Degree in Applied Science from Western Piedmont Community College. In 2005, after serving 
almost 10 years with the Lenoir Police Department, Phelps earned a Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sci-
ence in Criminal Justice from Lees-McRae College, and in 2007, he graduated from the FBI National 
Academy in Quantico, VA. 
 

“I used to say that I was from South Carolina, but I’ve lived in North Carolina long enough now that this 
is home,” Phelps said. 
 

Given Phelps’ extensive involvement in the community, it’s easy to see that Lenoir and Caldwell County 
are his home. He currently serves on the Shelter Home of Caldwell County Board of Directors. He’s one 
of two officers from the Lenoir Police Department that serve on the Caldwell County Incident Manage-
ment Team. He served as a Youth Leader at Grace Place Church in Lenoir, and he’s coached several dif-
ferent baseball and softball teams over the years. 
 

Phelps and his wife Tonya have been married 21 years. Tonya is a physical therapy assistant and works 
in home health. They have a daughter who will enter her senior year this fall and a son who will start his 
freshman year. 
 

In his free time, Phelps likes to deer hunt with his son and spend time with his friends and family. Dur-
ing the summer you might see him tooling around in a Jeep Wrangler with the top down. 
 

Phelps will take over as Chief after Chief Scott Brown retires at the end of the month. The Lenoir Police 
Department is hosting a reception Honoring Scott Brown from 4:00 to 6:00 pm Thursday, July 19, at 
the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center. 

 

Foothills Tent Crusade  
 

Foothills Tent Crusade will be held August 6-17, 7:00pm Monday - Friday with choir practice at 6:30 at 
the Caldwell County Fair Grounds. The theme is "Revive Us Again" and features Dr. Ralph Sexton. 
There will be a prayer meeting for the crusade on Saturday, August 4 at 6:00pm at the Fair Grounds. 
Workers are needed on the following dates to help with setup. 
Thursday, July 26, 4:00pm 
Saturday, July 28, 8:00am (lunch provided) 
Thursday, August 2, 4:00pm 


