
 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH (May 15, 2018)…Blue Ridge Energy is 
the 2018 recipient of the Edgar F. Chesnutt Award for Best To-
tal Communication Program among America’s electric coopera-
tives, the highest honor in the Spotlight on Excellence Awards 
program. 
 

Located in Lenoir, North Carolina, Blue Ridge Energy estab-
lished a new community solar program in response to consumer 
requests for additional renewable energy options.  Their com-
munications campaign was so effective that every panel in the 
solar array was sold in just 10 months. 
 

“Blue Ridge Energy’s impressive understanding of their con-
sumer and community needs is clearly evident in their market-
ing and communications strategy in support of this new solar 
project,” said Scott Peterson, NRECA’s senior vice president of 
communications.  “By working towards meeting its member 
expectations for renewable energy and a better future for their members, Blue Ridge Energy demon-
strated a genuine concern for community. NRECA applauds their dedication and commitment to effec-
tive communications.” 
 

Blue Ridge Energy segmented their communications outreach into four distinct phases, a key step to-
wards successfully promoting their new community solar program. Communications methods included 
traditional and digital channels to reach every relevant demographic. 
 

"We are honored to be named the 2018 recipient of the Edgar F. Chesnutt Award for Best Total Commu-
nication Program," said John Coffey, chief operating officer for Blue Ridge Energy. "Blue Ridge Energy's 
community solar program was truly a group effort. I'm proud to be recognized for our dedication to find 
renewable energy options that meet our member's needs while promoting a healthy environment.” 
 

Blue Ridge Energy received their award at CONNECT ‘18, a national communications, marketing and 
member services conference organized by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA). 
 Edgar F. Chesnutt, for whom the award is named, was manager of corporate communication with Ar-
kansas Electric Cooperatives in Little Rock from 1961 until 1987.  The Spotlight on Excellence Awards 
competition recognizes the top-rated communication and marketing efforts by electric cooperatives and 
related organizations. The competition is in its 30th year. 
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Caldwell Journal Weather 
 

 Periods of rain & a t-storm.
High 76 Low 64 

Precipitation:  0.63 in. 
 

  
High 78 Low 64 

Precipitation:  0.42 in. 
 

  
High 77 Low 62 

Precipitation:  0.17 in. 
 

 Intervals of clouds & sun
High 85 Low 63 

Precipitation:  0.00 in. 
 
 

High 85 Low 61 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
 A p.m. t-storm possible. 

High 86 Low 62 
Precipitation:  0.13 in. 

 
 

High 83 Low 60 
Precipitation:  0.36 in. 
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Caldwell Journal Info 
“Published each Thursday by the Caldwell Journal” 

Established October 2, 2014 
 

Advertising Rates: 
1/12 Page Ad - $30.00 for 4 weeks (1.275” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/6 Page Ad - $45.00 for 4 weeks (2.55” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/2 Page Ad - $65.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 3.225” wide) 
Full Page Ad - $95.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 6.45” wide) 

 

Contact Us: 
www.caldwelljournal.com 

www.facebook.com/CaldwellJournal 
mark.jackson@caldwelljournal.com  828.493.4798 

 
The content of the articles or the advertisements does not necessarily  
represent the opinions of anyone affiliated with the Caldwell Journal. 

The Caldwell Journal is a non-discriminatory paper. 
 

Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm For Next Week's Paper 

Hudson Lions Club 
Strawberry Sale 

 

The Hudson Lions Club will be selling strawberries 
at the following locations and times. 

 

Tuesday’s at Hudson Methodist Church 
 

Thursday’s at Hudson Methodist Church 
 

Friday’s at AJ’s Steakhouse (Lenoir) 
 

Each day from 8:30am to approx. 3:30pm 
 

Granite Falls Lions Club 
Strawberry Sale 

 

The Granite Falls Lions Club is selling strawberries 
at Pinewood Plaza behind the car wash on 
Wednesday’s and Friday’s from 9 to 5. They should 
have strawberries for several weeks.  

 

Caldwell Hospice Good Grief Meal to 
Be Held June 7 

 

LENOIR, NC (May 11, 2018)…Caldwell Hospice 
and Palliative Care will hold its next monthly Good 
Grief Meal at 4pm, Thursday, June 7, at Captain’s 
Galley Seafood, 4345 Hickory Blvd., Granite Falls, 
NC. The informal time of food and fellowship is 
open to anyone who is experiencing grief and loss. 
The meal is Dutch treat.  
 

The Good Grief Meal is sponsored through Ash-
ewood Grief and Counseling Services, grief support 
care of Caldwell Hospice, and is one of many op-
portunities offered to help individuals of all ages 
and families cope with the loss of people they love. 
Because of the generous support of our community 
and the belief that grief support services improve 
quality of life, Caldwell Hospice offers community 
grief support services to anyone who needs our 
help in coping with grief. For more information 
about the upcoming Good Grief Meal or other grief 
support services, call 828.754.0101, or visit 
www.caldwellhospice.org or the Caldwell Hospice 
and Palliative Care Facebook page. 
 
Harris Chapel Summer Day Camp is enrolling 
children from K5 through 5th grade. Children have 
fun swimming, skating, and going on field trips. 
The camp will begin on June 11 and finish on Au-
gust 17 with a week off for July 4th. If you are in-
terested in a fun filled summer for your child, 
please call 728-3721.  
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Call for Artists for the “Art Around 
Caldwell Studio Tour” June 23, 2018 

(deadline June 1, 2018) 
 

LENOIR, NC (May 11, 2018)…Artists and Crafters 
from Caldwell and contiguous counties are invited 
to open their home studios or set up in a local busi-
ness within Caldwell County on Saturday, June 23, 
2018, 9am-4pm, for the ART AROUND CALD-
WELL STUDIO TOUR. 
 

Registration (deadline June 1) is $35 which in-
cludes a listing in the colorful studio tour brochure 
and marketing efforts to encourage visitors to visit 
your location or discounted to $25 if artist is also 
participating in the Visual Artists Competition. 
 

All details and the registration form are available 
on the website: http://www.caldwellarts.com/350-
art-around-caldwell-studio-tours/ 
 

The Caldwell Arts Council is located at 601 College 
Ave SW, Lenoir; 828-754-2486; 
www.caldwellarts.com 

 

New Goldsmith joins the staff at  
The Gold Mine in Hudson 

 

HUDSON, NC (May 14, 2018)…Brent Koenders 
has recently joined the staff of The Gold Mine Fine 
Jewelry & Gifts in downtown Hudson as their re-
pair craftsman.  Brent is a master goldsmith with 
40 years of experience.  He grew up working in his 
grandfather's Detroit, MI jewelry manufacturing 
operation & developed a love of goldsmithing & 
metal fabrication. He's very talented & has previ-
ously been employed in the area by Bisanar's Jew-
elers and Babbs Jewelry.  Stop by to see him at The 
Gold Mine located at 545 Main Street downtown 
Hudson, telephone# 828-726-1009. 
 
Clearview Baptist Church will have their 2nd 
Annual Ride for Youth on May 26 with registration 
at 9:15am and kickstands up at 11:00am. The cost 
is $25 per bike. Cost includes entry into bike show, 
t-shirt for one rider, and BBQ meal after the ride. 
Additional t-shirts are $10. All proceeds go to help 
send youth to Carolina Youth Camp July 16-20. 
For more information contact Geoff Day at 499-
2557 or Reggie Day at 493-4220. 

 

Lentils with Smoked Sausage 
 

Ingredients 
2 tablespoons cooking oil 

1 onion, chopped 
3 cloves garlic, minced 

3 carrots, halved lengthwise and cut crosswise  
into 3/4-inch pieces 

1 pound lentils (about 2 1/3 cups) 
1 quart water 

1 1/4 teaspoons salt 
1 bay leaf 

1 teaspoon dried thyme 
1 pound smoked sausage, cut diagonally  

into 3/4-inch slices 
3 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley 

Instructions 
In a large saucepan, heat the oil over moderately low 
heat.  Add the onion, garlic, and carrots. Cook, stirring 
occasionally, until the onion is translucent, about 5 
minutes.  Add the lentils, water, salt, bay leaf, and 
thyme.  Bring to a boil, reduce the heat, and simmer, 
partially covered, until the lentils are almost tender, 
about 20 minutes.  Discard the bay leaf.  Stir in the 
smoked sausage and parsley.  Cook until the lentils are 
just tender but not falling apart and the sausage is 
warm, about 10 minutes longer.  Cooking Lentils: Be-
cause salt retards the cooking of legumes, the general 
wisdom is not to add it until they're almost done.  Len-
tils, however, tend to overcook and fall apart all too 
quickly, so we put the salt in at the outset.  Wine Rec-
ommendation: Tokay Pinot Gris is one of the few white 
wines big enough to partner dishes that might ordinari-
ly call for a red.  Here its full body is more than a match 
for the sausage, while its nutty notes intriguingly echo 
the lentils. 
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Vintage Café (Café & Bakery) 

540 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-3043   www.facebook.com/VintageCafeBakery 

 
The Local Bean (Coffee shop) 

536 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 726-3888   www.facebook.com/thelocalbeanhudson 

 
Blanca’s Cakes 

534B Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 640-7701   www.facebook.com/blancas.cakes.3 

 
State Farm Insurance 

534A Central Street Suite A 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-5581   www.insuremeangel.com 

 
Just Roll With It (Food, Wine & Beer) 

107 Fairway Ave 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 572-5588   www.facebook.com/justrollwithithudson 

 
Cornered Hill Firearms Training 

524 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 

(828) 221-2900   www.facebook.com/CorneredHillFirearmsTraining 
 

 

Shop in downtown Hudson & support local!!! 

We Buy, Sell & Trade   Tues thru Fri 9 to 5  Sat 9 to 1 

YESTERYEARS 
Antiques & Collectibles 

 

538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638 
  

828.728.3161   yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net 
 

Step Back In Time…Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!!  1000’s Of Items

Shop 
Local 

Shop 
Local 
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Caldwell Hospice Offers Finding 
Your Way through Grief 

 

LENOIR, NC (May 11, 2018)…Grief is a natural 
reaction to the death of people who matter to us. It 
can be exhausting and overwhelming but there is 
help available. Grief and its many facets will be the 
topic of discussion at an upcoming workshop by 
Caldwell Hospice and Palliative Care. 
 

Finding Your Way Through Grief will be held from 
noon to 1:30 pm, Tuesday, May 22, at Ashewood 
Grief and Counseling Services, 1002 Ashe Ave., 
NW, Lenoir. This presentation provides an over-
view of the grief process, common responses to 
grief and suggestions for self-care. The workshop is 
open to anyone grieving the loss of a loved one re-
gardless of how long ago. Individuals in the com-
munity who would like to learn more about grief 
are also welcome to attend. 
 

Caldwell Hospice is committed to providing be-
reavement services to anyone who needs and 
wants help in coping with their grief, including 
those with no hospice affiliation. As such, this 
workshop is one of many grief services made possi-
ble through the generous support of the communi-
ty. 
 

For more information about Finding Your Way 
Through Grief or other grief support services, or to 
register, contact Bereavement Coordinator Kim-
berly Setzer, MSW, LCSWA, at 828.754.0101, 
1.844.MY.JOURNEY, or kset-
zer@caldwellhospice.org, Learn more at 
www.caldwellhospice.org or Facebook. 

 

Two band members from HMS  
and SCHS were selected  
for the North Carolina  
All-State Honors Band 

 

HUDSON, NC (May 13, 2018)…Congratulations to 
Autumn Reaves, 8th grade contra bass clarinet 
student from Hudson Middle School, and Rachel 
Masters, 10th grade trumpet student from South 
Caldwell High School, for being selected for the 
North Carolina All-State Honors Band. These stu-
dents went through a rigorous audition process in 
order to be selected into this honor band and were 
the only two selected from Caldwell County. 
 

The students participated in a clinic at Chapel Hill 
University May 4-5, concluding the weekend with a 
concert at Memorial Hall on May 6th. 

  
  
  
  
  

 Good Christian Learning At Affordable Prices 
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years  828-212-0900 
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NCDOT and GEICO Unveil “Safe 
Phone Zones” at Rest Areas as  

Summer Driving Season Begins 
 

RALEIGH, NC (May 16, 2018)…As the summer 
travel season begins, the N.C. Department of 
Transportation, in partnership with GEICO, today 
announced a new, statewide effort that encourages 
North Carolina drivers to stop driving distracted. 
Highway rest areas are now rebranded as "Safe 
Phone Zones", and have signage asking drivers to 
wait to check their phones until they arrive at one 
of these locations. 
 

“Last year, 1,394 people died in vehicle crashes in 
North Carolina, many due to distracted driving. 
This is far too many lives gone and more must be 
done to increase driver awareness,” said NCDOT 
Chief Engineer Tim Little. “Programs such as this 
GEICO partnership help remind every driver who 
gets behind the wheel that they must become part 
of the solution.” 
 

As part of a national effort encouraging drivers to 
pull into a safe location to use their phones for call-
ing, texting and accessing mobile apps, North Car-
olina has designated all 58 rest areas across the 
state as Safe Phone Zones. New, informative signs 
sponsored by GEICO have been installed along the 
highways leading to these facilities.  
 

"Safe Phone Zones give us an opportunity to do 
more to help reduce the number of distracted driv-
ers on North Carolina's highways," said John 
Pham, GEICO regional vice president. "We always 
urge drivers to pull off to a safe spot to check their 
phones. Now we have a more effective way to re-
mind them there are safe, convenient areas availa-
ble for them to get connected through Safe Phone 
Zones."  
 

GEICO’s sponsorship of the Safe Phone Zones is a 
supplemental funding source to offset operating 
costs of North Carolina’s rest areas. Legislation 
previously passed allows public-private partner-
ships for rest areas and the ferry system. 
 

GEICO is a member of the Berkshire Hathaway 
family of companies and is the second-largest pri-
vate passenger auto insurance company in the 
United States. GEICO, which was founded in 1936, 
provides millions of auto insurance quotes to U.S. 
drivers annually. The company is pleased to serve 
more than 16 million private passenger customers, 
insuring more than 27 million vehicles (auto & cy-
cle). 
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Summer Music Returns to 5506' 
 

BEECH MOUNTAIN, NC (May 14, 2018)…Live 
music and spirited festivities will highlight activi-
ties at Beech Mountain Resort all summer long! 
 

After spending the day mountain biking, playing 
disc golf, or taking in the scenery at Beech Moun-
tain Resort – head to 5506’every Saturday, from 
2:30p.m. – 5:30p.m., to hear live music from local 
artists. The concerts themselves are free, however 
the only access to 5506′ is by shuttle. There is no 
parking and drop off location at 5506′. All shuttle 
rides are $1.00 per person. 
 

Don’t miss the spectrum of sounds from bluegrass, 
folk, country and Americana, also covering tradi-
tional jazz, blues and rock & roll. 
 

5506′ is a family friendly environment, operating 
Friday through Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m..  
 

June 2nd Saints and Sinners 

June 9th J.J. Hipps and the Hideaway 

June 16th       Sweet Sweet 

June 23rd       CornBread 

June 30th       The Johnson Brothers 

July 7th           Shelby Rae Moore 

July 14th         Virginia Ground 

July 21st           Prettier than Matt 

July 28th           The Corklickers 

August 4th        The Paper Crowns 

August 11th      The Grassabillies 

August 18th      If Birds Could Fly 

August 25th      Dr. Bacon 

September 1st   Baby Black 
 

Finish your evening with Beech Mountain Resort’s 
summer concert series featuring the Wood Broth-
ers, Trampled by Turtles and Yonder Mountain 
String Band. The outdoor concerts are held at the 
base of the slopes featuring local food and beer 
vendors. 

 

www.beechmountainresort.com 
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Granite Drug Center 
828.212.1066 

 

Next "Coffee with the Director" at 
the Caldwell Heritage Museum 

 

LENOIR, NC (May 16, 2018)…President Linda 
Crowder and Vice President Jeanne Whisnant of 
the Granite Falls Historical Association will pre-
sent a program called "A Matchless Treasure" dur-
ing "Coffee with the Director" at the Caldwell Her-
itage Museum located at 112 Vaiden Street in Le-
noir on Wednesday, May 23, 2018 at 10 a.m.  The 
program features a slideshow that depicts how the 
second oldest residence in Caldwell County es-
caped a date with the fire department.  Located at 
107 Falls Avenue in Granite Falls, the building is 
now home to the Granite Falls History and Trans-
portation Museum.  The Granite Falls Historical 
Association was founded in 2016 to support and 
expand the work of the Granite Falls History Com-
mittee, which oversees the museum for the Town 
of Granite Falls.  Since its inception, the Associa-
tion has sponsored two (2) genealogical workshops 
and two (2) hikes to the falls that gave the Town its 
name.  The Association has also begun an adden-
dum to Etched in Granite, the History of Granite 
Falls, North Carolina by Maxine McCall.   The ad-
dendum will focus on events which have occurred 
since the book was published in 1999 to commem-
orate the Town's 100th Anniversary.   It will also 
include additional family stories, memories, and 
photographs as well as the work of local civic 
groups and churches.  For more information about 
the Association and/or the museum, go to 
www.granitefallshistorymuseum.org.   
 

This event is free; donations graciously accepted. 
Coffee and pastries provided. 
 

If you have any questions, please call the museum 
at 828-758-4004. 

 

Dangerous Dog Hearing May 23rd 
 

LENOIR, NC (May 16, 2018)…Caldwell County 
Animal Control will hold a routine dangerous dog 
hearing May 23, 2018 at 5:30PM.  The hearing will 
be located at Caldwell County Health and Human 
Services in the 3rd floor Tammy Austin Conference 
Room.  For more information, please contact Cal 
well County Animal Control at (828) 757- 8625. 
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“Movies with Mike” 
 

Sing, Yes, But Also Say Something by Mike Holsclaw (May 11th, 2018) 
 

Several weeks ago, while channel-surfing on a lazy Sunday afternoon, 
I came upon "Fiddler on the Roof" on TCM. As always with this film, 
even though the first twenty minutes had already elapsed, I was im-
mediately captured by it and sat transfixed for the remainder of its 
three hours. As I watched, I reflected on how, even though I'm not 
obsessively devoted to musicals like some of my friends, some of my 
favorite films are musicals. It’s just that I usually ask more from a mu-
sical than the typical scenario of boy and girl "meet nice", they sing 
about it, obstacles arise to their relationship, they sing about that, and 
then everything is happily resolved, and they sing about that. No, I'd 
like a musical to be a little more ambitious than that and to try and 
tackle slightly more complex topics; by and large, the ones I have the 
greatest fondness for do just that. 
 

With "Fiddler on the Roof", for instance, the first, most compelling 
theme it addresses is that of Jewish identity in the modern age; there 

is a rich, dry irony in the fact that even though Tevye, the milkman philosopher at the story's center, 
begins the film by singing the praises of "Tradition", and the rest of his Jewish community in the little 
Ukrainian village of Anatevka (circa 1905)  joins him in a rousing chorus of approbation for that same 
tradition, the world in which they live constantly assails their efforts to keep their age old culture intact 
and unchanged. Not only are the acids of modernity slowly dissolving the basic sense of Jewishness 
which they so cherish, but, in a wider sense, the film shows how modernity always undermines religious 
and ethnic consciousness in its relentless march toward so-called progress; the film explores this sec-
ond theme, with sly adroitness, in the way that every encroachment of the rapidly changing world 
around Anatevka brings some unwelcome modification to the lives of the simple villagers; Perchik, for 
example, for all his moral earnestness, represents the coming Soviet revolution which will ultimately 
bring so much misery to the people of Russia, including its Jews. Even Motel's sewing machine, with its 
seeming innocence, is just the leading edge of a wave of industrialism which will alter the lives of mil-
lions, and not always in a salutary fashion. 
 

On its surface, because of its ebullient songs, winsome characters, and the natural beauty of its setting, 
"Fiddler" seems optimistic, but roiling beneath that surface, dark, unsettling points are being made 
about how unwelcoming the world is going to become for the Jews of Eastern Europe as the twentieth 
century unfolds. Amazingly, the film is able to balance itself between these two seemingly irreconcilable 
points of view with the agility of, well, a fiddler on the roof. 
 

Thinking of other musicals which sing but also have something to say, it struck me that it was a curious 
coincidence that two more of my favorites were directed by the same director, Bob Fosse. When he di-
rected "Cabaret"in 1972, although the story had already existed as a musical stage play, the film arrived 
in theaters like an incendiary bomb and, like a bomb, it blew up viewer's expectations about what a mu-
sical should be and how it should work. First of all, all of the music that takes place in the film is dieget-
ic, that is, its music which the characters can also hear, either because they are performing it or listen-
ing to it within the world of the film. There are no instances where some transcendental, Greek chorus-
like musical accompaniment serves as counterpoint to the actions of the figures onscreen. However, the 
songs which the members of the cabaret perform do sometimes act as a type of expository critique, oc-
casionally ironic, occasionally not, to the personalities of the people performing them. This was a revo-
lutionary way of using music in film but there were other innovations as well; although some of the 
characters do have love lives, the setting of the film is the least romantic time and place imaginable - 
Germany, between the World Wars, just as the Nazi party is beginning to consolidate its power. 

Continued on page 11... 
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Sing, Yes, But Also Say Something by Mike Holsclaw 
Continued from page 10... 

 

Consequently, the sickly hues of a society that is quickly losing its soul to a demonic leader colors every-
thing that happens in the film and even serves as an undertone to the musical acts in the cabaret; there 
is more than just a whiff of the decadence which permeated the Weimar Republic woven into the very 
texture of the film and this was a most unusual atmosphere to find in a Hollywood musical. Finally, the 
film refused to make any concessions to the form of the traditional musical, especially in not bowing to 
the demand for a happy ending (considering the setting, how could there have been one?). 
 

The uniqueness of what Fosse had done was recognized by the American film community; "Cabaret" 
won eight Academy awards that year, the most ever won by a film that did not also win Best Picture 
("The Godfather" claimed that prize that year). I was especially gratified to learn of all this acclaim be-
cause it showed me that I wasn't the only one who expected more out of musicals and that I wasn't the 
only one who appreciated it when they got it. 
 

Six years later, in 1979, Fosse also directed "All That Jazz", which, in some ways, was even more star-
tling than "Cabaret"; where "Cabaret" was able to carve out a deeply interesting and even perversely 
entertaining story from one of the worst periods in the history of the world, Fosse used the raw material 
of his own life to provide the narrative details for "All That Jazz", and he was unbelievably merciless, to 
himself, in the way he dissected the facts of his sometimes sordid life. I've never read or seen an autobi-
ographical work that was as dry-eyed in admitting to the many failings of the subject's life, but Fosse 
resolutely refused to let himself off the hook for his previous misdeeds. Fosse was a deeply imperfect 
man; for all his creative genius, he was infamous for his marital infidelities and for his total failure to 
remain faithful to anyone he might become romantically involved with; at best, he was sometimes capa-
ble of serial monogamy. Plus, in addition to this particular weakness of the flesh, he ruthlessly abused 
his body with caffeine, nicotine, and other, much more serious drugs, in order to "jump start" his mind 
so he could achieve the amazing feats of creativity which he accomplished. Truly, he was a rebel in many 
of the most extreme iterations of that word, both positive and negative. 
 

In spite of his enormous character defects, he had such a charismatic personality that, miraculously, he 
was able to remain on friendly terms with most of his ex-wives and lovers, and his talent was so brilliant 
that, despite any prickliness he might show in the production of his Broadway shows and movies, he 
was genuinely well-liked by the people he worked with. Also, I have to confess, I have a great deal of 
grudging admiration for his searing honesty about himself in "All That Jazz"; he might have been a 
scoundrel, but he wasn't a hypocrite. 
 

"All That Jazz" assays, with alarming faithfulness, Fosse's personal history but it also uses a narrative 
device that I've always found extremely appealing; the story is framed by the film's Fosse surrogate, Joe 
Gideon, (played by Roy Scheider), relating the events of his life to a mysterious, beautiful woman, veiled 
in white.  Continued on page 12... 



Thursday, May 17, 2018 12 
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As the film progresses, we realize that the woman, Angelique, is actually the angel of death and that the 

dialogue that she and Joe are engaging in will ultimately determine whether he will live or die. These 

fantasy sequences could have been incredibly clumsy or clunky, but Fosse pulls them off with 'elan; to 

me they are suggestive of some of the more witty bits of fabulism in Fellini and, though it may be hereti-

cal to say so, at places I even think that he "out-fellinis" Fellini. However, regardless of aesthetic consid-

erations, these conversations always put me in a philosophical state of mind and they make me wonder 

what the outcome of my own little performance review with the powers that be will be like someday... 
 

These are just several of the musicals that have stuck with me over the years because they have a little 

more depth than the typical song-and-dance (which is not to say that I don't sometimes like something 

less demanding; my taste is nothing if not occasionally inconsistent!). Doing this mental inventory has 

reminded me of other films that fall into this category but, considering the length of this post and the 

lateness of the hour, I think I'll spare you any more examples just at present. Just remember that great 

musicals come in all types and that sometimes, it’s a good thing if a story of this sort also wants to be 

stimulating or provocative in a slightly more weighty fashion; don't just sing, speak! 
 

Learn more about classic films and enjoy the magic of movies at Movies with Mike. Held 

the 1st Thursday of each month at 6:00pm downstairs at the Lenoir Library. This program is free and 

popcorn is provided! For more information, please call 828-728-4207.  Caldwell County Public Li-

brary website:  http://ccpl.libguides.com/main 

 

Fifth Annual Dining with the Demons held recently 
 

LENOIR, NC (May 12, 2018)…The 5th Annual "Dining with the Demons" was held at the Caldwell 

County Fairground on Hwy 321 in Lenoir on Saturday, May 5, 2018.  Over 275 people participated in 

the reunion for students who attended Granite Falls High School before its merger in 1977 with Hudson 

to form South Caldwell High School.   Special guests were former teachers - Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kirk-

patrick, Mrs. Helen Fowler, and Mrs. Martha Martin.  Alumni began the program with the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the American Flag and recognition of Blue Demons who served in the U. S. Military.  Rev. 

Jack Coffey (class of 1948) gave the blessing for the covered dish lunch.  Debra Burns (Class of 1970) 

emceed the event.  In addition to enjoying great food and fellowship, GFHA alumni donated over 350 

pounds of food to Pay It Forward Food Bank and South Caldwell Christian Ministries plus a box of hy-

giene products to SCCM.  DWTD was begun in 2014 by the late George Keller (Class of 1967), who 

passed away a few days before he could see his dream come true.   Other alumni took up the reins, and 

it has become an annual event on the first Saturday in May.  The next one will be Saturday, May 4, 

2019.   For more information and to view photos, check out the Dining with the Demons 2018 Facebook 

page. 

 

Yadkin Valley Volunteer Fire-Rescue Department awarded grant 
 

LENOIR, NC (May 15, 2018)…YVFR received notification that they have been awarded a 2018 Volun-

teer Fire Department Fund grant through the N.C. Department of Insurance. The grant totals $15,240 

and is a 50/50 matching grant. This will allow them to purchase and replace 6 sets of personal protec-

tive firefighting gear to provide the best protection for their members.  www.facebook.com/yvfire 
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North Carolina’s Blue Ridge Energy Wins National Co-op Communication 
Award for Launch of Community Solar Program 

 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH (May 15, 2018)…Blue Ridge Energy is the 2018 recipient of the Edgar F. 
Chesnutt Award for Best Total Communication Program among America’s electric cooperatives, the 
highest honor in the Spotlight on Excellence Awards program. 
 

Located in Lenoir, North Carolina, Blue Ridge Energy established a new community solar program in 
response to consumer requests for additional renewable energy options.  Their communications cam-
paign was so effective that every panel in the solar array was sold in just 10 months. 
 

“Blue Ridge Energy’s impressive understanding of their consumer and community needs is clearly evi-
dent in their marketing and communications strategy in support of this new solar project,” said Scott 
Peterson, NRECA’s senior vice president of communications.  “By working towards meeting its member 
expectations for renewable energy and a better future for their members, Blue Ridge Energy demon-
strated a genuine concern for community. NRECA applauds their dedication and commitment to effec-
tive communications.” 
 

Blue Ridge Energy segmented their communications outreach into four distinct phases, a key step to-
wards successfully promoting their new community solar program. Communications methods included 
traditional and digital channels to reach every relevant demographic. 
 

"We are honored to be named the 2018 recipient of the Edgar F. Chesnutt Award for Best Total Com-
munication Program," said John Coffey, chief operating officer for Blue Ridge Energy. "Blue Ridge En-
ergy's community solar program was truly a group effort. I'm proud to be recognized for our dedication 
to find renewable energy options that meet our member's needs while promoting a healthy environ-
ment.” 
 

Blue Ridge Energy received their award at CONNECT ‘18, a national communications, marketing and 
member services conference organized by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). 
 

Edgar F. Chesnutt, for whom the award is named, was manager of corporate communication with Ar-
kansas Electric Cooperatives in Little Rock from 1961 until 1987.  The Spotlight on Excellence Awards 
competition recognizes the top-rated communication and marketing efforts by electric cooperatives and 
related organizations. The competition is in its 30th year. 
 

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association is the national trade association representing 
more than 900 local electric cooperatives. From growing suburbs to remote farming communities, 
electric co-ops serve as engines of economic development for 42 million Americans across 56 percent 
of the nation’s landscape. As local businesses built by the consumers they serve, electric cooperatives 
have meaningful ties to rural America and invest $12 billion annually in their communities. 
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Volunteers move dirt at Beall Street Gardens in Lenoir 
 

LENOIR, NC (May 11, 2018)…On Saturday, May 5, 
2018, a group of volunteers from Martin Marietta Ag-
gregates, First United Methodist Church, West Cald-
well High School, the Master Gardeners Association, 
the Caldwell County Agricultural Extension, and com-
munity members donated a lot of time and muscle 
power at the Beall Street Community Gardens. 
 

The group worked to fill 26 new raised beds, built and 
placed by the City Public Works Department, with 28 
cubic yards of gardening soil. 
 

“The volunteers worked hard and moved a lot of soil using only shovels, wheelbarrows, and rakes,” Pub-
lic Works Jared Wright said. “We would like to offer all of these volunteers a huge ‘Thank you’ for their 
work.” 
 

Due to recent rains and the site’s topography, Wright said his crews were not able to use heavy using 
equipment to place the soil. 
 

More info at www.cityoflenoir.com/communitygardens. 
 

Granite Drug Center Sidewalk Sale & Artisan Showcase 

Saturday, June 16th 9am to 4pm 

  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Largest Independent 
Drug Store In  

North Carolina 

GRANITE DRUG CENTER 
21 Falls Avenue 

Granite Falls, NC  28630 

(828) 396-2144 

(828) 396-7820 

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE 

T-Shirts 
Hats 

We are now featuring work from local Artisans 
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Caldwell Arts Council announces 4th Semi-Annual Hues & Brews  
Artists & Craft Brewer Celebration 

 

GRANITE FALLS, NC (May 11, 2018)…Granite Falls Brewing will host the 4th Semi-Annual HUES & 
BREWS fundraising event for the Caldwell Arts Council on Saturday, May 19, 2018 from 12:00 Noon to 
5:00 p.m.  Granite Falls Brewing is located at 47 Duke Street in Granite Falls. 
 

Check out the latest from regional breweries, wineries, cideries and distilleries, handcrafted art by local 
artisans, and with live music by Andrew Massey and the Midnight Americans, and the Shelby Rae 
Moore band. 
 

The festival is FREE, family friendly, and dog friendly!  Pint pours are $5 each. Proceeds benefit the 
Caldwell Arts Council. 
 

About the Caldwell Arts Council 
The Caldwell Arts Council presents art exhibits, education and collection programs that foster cultural 
arts in Caldwell County. 
 

For more information please call 828-754-2486 or visit www.caldwellarts.com.  The Caldwell Arts 
Council’s programs are supported by the North Carolina Arts Council, a division of the Department of 
Cultural Resources and by individual and corporate donors. 
 

Granite Falls Hardware Customer Appreciation Day 
Friday, June 8th 

 

Spring Is Here! 
 

Stop by and see us for: 
 

Tomato & Pepper Plants 
 

Squash & Cucumbers Plants 
 

Assorted Flowers & A Great Selection of Seeds 
 

Fertilizer, Lime, Grass Seed and Much More 

We Fill 
Propane 
Tanks 
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