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COMING ATTRACTIONS 
What’s Next at the Museum? 

 
March  2nd - Voting for quilts begins at 2 p.m. 
March 16th - Hike to the Falls begins at 2 p. m. 
March 30th - Voting for quilts ends at 4 p.m. 
March 31st - Reception and awards presentation 2 - 4 p.m. 
April - Leave Photo Contest Entries at the museum 
May 4th - Voting for photos begins at 2 p.m. 
TBA - Voting for photos ends at 4 p.m. 
TBA - Reception and awards presentation 2 - 4 p.m. 

COMING IN MARCH 
Annual Quilt Show and Contest 

In honor of National Quilting Month, the Granite 
Falls History Committee is sponsoring its annual 
quilt show and contest at the museum during 
March.  This year, the committee has added a 
second People’s Choice Award in order to 
recognize lap quilts as well as regular size quilts.  
Each person who visits the museum between 2 
p.m. on Saturday, March 2nd and 4 p.m. on 
Saturday,  March 30th may vote for one quilt in 
each category.   

Persons wishing to show their quilts may call 
Barbara Ross at 396-1668 by March 1st to make 
arrangements.   

The presentation of awards will be during a 
reception to honor quilters on Sunday, March 
31st from 2 until 4 p.m.  The public is invited to 
attend.   

Shown below is last year’s winning quilt, Forest 
Galorest, by Betsy Lail.   

NEWS ABOVE US 
Super Blood Wolf Total Lunar Eclipse 

Carl Compton captured this beautiful photo of the Super Blood 
Wolf Total Lunar Eclipse that appeared in the sky from Sunday, 
January 20th until  Monday, January 21st.   According to The 
Weather Network, the eclipse began at 9:36 p.m. EST on 
January 20th, reached it peak at 12:12 a.m. on the 21st, and 
ended at 2:38 a.m. on the 21st - 5 hours and 12 minutes after it 
began.   The total eclipse lasted 1 hour and 2 minutes.   

A total lunar eclipse happens when the moon passes “through 
the northern half of the earth’s shadow.”  This particular eclipse 
gets its long name from various sources.  “Super”  means that it 
appears at a time the moon is the closest to earth. “Blood” 
comes from the color, and  “Wolf” is a name that almanacs 
have given to the first full moon of the year. 

The article did not give the date of the next Super Blood Wolf 
Total Lunar Eclipse in our area, but it noted that there would be 
a total lunar eclipse that is centered over North America is May 
2022.   

Photo by Carl Compton 

REMEMBERING HUGO 
Thirty Years Later 

The  History Committee would like to have an 
exbibit in September 2019 to commemorate 
Hurricane Hugo, which hit the Carolinas Friday, 
September 22, 1989.  If you have any 
mementos of this disastrous storm, please 
contact Linda Crowder at (828) 396-1066.   
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McKissick Associates 

Home of Jenny Davis 

 

From the January 2004 Newsletter 

GRANT AWARDED TO THE TOWN:  The Town of 
Granite Falls was awarded a grant in the amount of 
$558,000 from NC Clean Water Management Trust Fund 
and a grant in the amount of $250,000 from NC Parks 
and Recreation Trust Fund to help purchase 70 acres of 
land from Crescent Resources that adjoins the water 
treatment plant on Lakeside Avenue.  Owning the 
property will allow the Town to protect the water supply 
and to provide recreational opportunities. 

From the April 2004 Newsletter 

LAKE HICKORY ANIMAL HOSPITAL:   Mayor  Barry 
Hayes represented the Town at the groundbreaking for 
the new Lake Hickory Animal Hospital being built for Dr. 
Denise Glander.  Located just south of the original 
location on Hwy 321, the facilities added boarding and 
grooming to the veterinary services already provided.   
The estimated cost of construction was $995,000.  
According to the December 2004 Newsletter, the hospital 
moved into its new facilities in October and held Open 
House on October 31st.   

From the July 2004 Newsletter 

50 YEARS OF SERVICE:  The Granite Falls Town 
Council recognized John A. Forlines, Jr. for fifty years of 
service to the Bank of Granite.  Mr. Forlines moved to 
Granite Falls in 1954 to take over the leadership of the 
bank.  Under his guidance, the bank grew from one office 
with $1.2 million in assets to 20 locations with assets 
exceeding $971 million. While building the bank, Mr. 
Forlines also helped build up his adopted home town and 
county by working to establish Caldwell Hospice and 
Caldwell Community College.   

PAUL BRITTAIN RETIRED:  Police Officer Paul Brittain 
retired February 28th from GFPD after 27 years of service 
(1977 - 2004).   

AMERICA’S NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME:  The Granite 
Falls Police Department hosted a “National Night Out” on  
Tuesday, August 3rd downtown from 6:00 - 9:00  p.m.  

There were activities for children, sales of hot dogs/
hamburgers, demonstrations of police equipment/
vehicles, and a dunking booth to allow citizens to dunk 
their favorite police officers.  Sponsored by the National 
Association of Town Watch, the event was established in 
1984 to raise awareness for crime and drug prevention.  

From the December 2004 Newsletter 

ABC REFERENDUM:  In August, the Granite Falls Town 
Council approved a referendum  to allow citizens the 
opportunity to vote for or against increasing access to 
alcoholic beverages in Granite Falls.  There were three 
proposals on the ballot - 1.  To permit the  “on-premises” 
and “off premises” sale of  malt beverages.  2.  To permit 
the “on-premises” and “off-premises” sale of unfortified 
wine.  3.  To permit the sale of mixed beverages in hotels, 
restaurants, private clubs, community theaters, and 
convention centers.”  The referendum was held on 
December 7, 2004, and all three (3) proposals passed. 

EAGLE SCOUT:  In 2004, Steele Parris, son of Rhon and 
Leah Parris of Woodlane Street, attained the rank of 
Eagle Scout, the highest rank bestowed in Scouting.    

RECREATION NEWS:   Both soccer teams from Granite 
Falls (8 & Under and 10 & Under) won the Western Youth 
All-Star Tournaments.   

From the April 2005 Newsletter 

GRANITE FALLS HISTORY AND TRANSPORTATION 
MUSEUM:  The Granite Falls Town Council awarded the 
contract for renovations to the Baird House to White-Fox 
Construction Company.  They began construction in 
November, and the contractor expected to finish by July 
2005 

FIRE FIGHTER OF THE YEAR:  Members of the Granite 
Falls Fire Department chose Volunteer Firefighter Roger 
Sigmon as the 2004 Firefighter of the Year.   

2004 POLICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR:  Granite Falls 
Police Officers selected Chris Jenkins as the 2004 
Granite Falls Police Officer of the Year.   

From BPW Archives 

GRANITE FALLS WOMAN OF THE 
YEAR 2004:  The Granite Falls 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Club named Brenda C. Poe the 
Granite Falls Woman of the Year for 
2004.  At the time, Mrs. Poe was the 
tax collector and deputy finance 
officer for the Town of Granite Falls, 
where she had worked for 24 years.  
She received the award in 
recognition of her dedicated service 
to the Town and the assistance she provided Town 
Officials and individual residents through her job, church, 
and community activities.  She is married to Nick Poe, 
and they have two (2) children -  Drew and Amy. 

Updating Etched in Granite 
2004 



Family Treasures 

FROM THE KITCHEN OF Metaleen Cline Thomas 

Mama’s Chicken Dumplins 

1 chicken breast      1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 cup flour        2 tablespoons Crisco 
1 1/2 teaspoon baking powder  1/4 cup milk 

Cook chicken breast in water with a few shakes of salt, pepper, and 
sage, if available, about an hour.  Debone chicken and return to pot. 
Mix flour, baking powder, and salt.  Cut in Crisco.  Add milk and stir 
with a fork until all stick together.  Knead a little and roll out on a 
floured board.  Cut into 1 inch squares.  Drop into chicken broth.  
Cook covered 15 - 20 minutes.  Check seasonings.  Add more salt 
and pepper, if  needed. (Note:  This recipe is one of Metaleen’s 
favorites from the Cline Family.  It came from her grandmother, who 
was the second wife of D. F. Cline.) 

MEET TWO  MAYORS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
Ephraim Elkanah (Cain) and Elias Carr Cline 

Ephraim Elkanah (Cain) Cline (1833 - 1929)  enlisted in the 
Confederate Army Co. E 57th Regiment and served as a Second 
Lieutenant.  He  later transferred to Company C.  Records show that 
he was wounded, but served until his discharge at the end of the 
war in 1865.  He became  a successful farmer and blacksmith in 
Granite Falls.  Voters elected him to serve as the  Mayor of Granite 
Falls from 1900 - 1903.  Cline was also a representative to the N. C. 
State Legislature.   

He was married twice - first to Malinda (Linna) Rader.  They had 
eight (8) children.  After she passed away, he married Mary Isdora 
Abernethy who was 18 years old.  He was 46.  They had five (5)
children, including Elias Carr who would become Mayor from 1948 -  
1952.   

Carr Cline (1/18/1893 - 11/1954) owned/operated Granite Ice and 
Fuel Company.  He married Elizabeth L. Woody, a teacher at 
Granite Falls Elementary School.  They had a daughter,  Ann 
Raines Cline, who married Rev. Cyrus Frazier, Jr.  They  had three 
(3) children  - Laura Cline, Cyrus Field, III (Rusty); and Matthew 
Woody.  Rev. Frazier’s father, Cyrus F. Frazier, was the telegraph 
operator from 1940 - 1952 at the Granite Falls Depot.   

Rusty Frazier recently donated a bed frame made by his maternal 
great grandfather (E. E. Cline) and a handset from the telegraph 
machine used by his paternal grandfather (Cyrus Frazier) to the 
Granite Falls Historical Association.  Both items are on display at the 
museum.  Shown below are Metaleen Cline Thomas (left) 

presenting Rusty and his son 
with a copy of the E. E. Cline 
Genealogy that she prepared for 
them.  The bed frame is in the 
background, propped up against 
the stairwell.   Mike Mackie of 
Mackie Furniture has donated a 
special set of short bedrails so 
the head and foot boards can be 
set up as a bed without taking 
up extra space. 
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with Linda Richards Crowder 

Growing up in Granite Falls, I 
knew we had an actual falls that gave our 
town its name, but I do not recall seeing it 
until October 21, 2017, when the Historical 
Association sponsored its first Hike to the 
Falls.  I went again on March 17, 2018 when 
we sponsored our second Hike.   

Our third Hike to the Falls will be Saturday, 
March 16, 2019. We expect to make two (2) 
trips  - one beginning shortly after the 
museum opens at 2 p.m. and one beginning 
when the first hikers return (about 3 p.m.).  
The museum will be open from 2 p.m. until 4 
p.m.  Hikers returning at 3 p.m. will have 
time to see the exhibit (and vote in the  quilt 
contest) before the  museum closes, but 
those beginning the hike at 3 p.m. should 
come early so they will have time to see the 
quilts and vote.  The Historical Association 
will provide bottled water and serve cookies 
in the museum’s Welcome Center. 

If you are wondering about the terrain and 
what to expect, go to our website and check 
out the video I made of the walk in October 
2017.  Foliage limited our view of the falls so 
we picked a mid-March date for later hikes. 

Here is the path to the video:  Go to 
www.granitefallshistorymuseum.org.  Click 
on “Homepage” and then click on “A Hike to 
the Falls.”  You will have to access the 
website from a computer with Adobe Flash 
Player because that is the way the website 
hosting service designed their software. You 
can also see the video on a DVD at the 
museum.  The falls are beautiful, and I hope 
you get to see them in person.  Please pre-
register by calling me at 828-396-1066 or 
sending an email to lrdrcrowder@gmail.com. 



The Granite Tablet is a publication of  the Granite Falls History Committee, which manages the Granite Falls History and 
Transportation Museum.  The museum is located in the historic home of  Andrew Baird, an early settler.  The building is the 
second oldest residence in  Caldwell County.  The Baird House was built around 1795 with additions made over the next 
hundred years.  The house remained a residence until 2001 when the owner sought permission to have it burned down due to 
the high cost of maintenance.  Recognizing the historical significance of the building, the Town of Granite Falls purchased the 
home with the intentions of turning it into a museum.  With the help of a grant from the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation and hours of hard work by dedicated people, the vision became a reality.   The Granite Falls History and  
Transportation Museum held its grand opening and ribbon cutting on January 18, 2007.   

 
      
  Committee Chair:  Dr. Caryl Burns  
  Vice Chair and Newsletter Editor: Linda Crowder 
 
  Granite Falls History and Transportation Museum 
  107 Falls Avenue 
  Granite Falls, North  Carolina 28630 
  Phone:  828-396-2792 
 
  Visit us on the web at  www.granitefallshistorymuseum.org and on    
  Facebook at Granite Falls History and Transportation Museum 
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HISTORY IN THE MAKING 
Next Photo Contest 

The Town of Granite Falls will celebrate its 
120th Birthday on May 1, 2019, and the 
History Committee has decided to 
commemorate this milestone with a photo 
contest that depicts life in Granite Falls 

between May 1, 2018 and April 30, 2019.  There will be 
four (4) different categories: 

1. The Town of Granite Falls - photos that show 
employees and/or volunteers providing services.  

2. Businesses in Granite Falls - photos that feature 
employees making products or providing services for 
their customers.   

3. Transportation - photos of various types of vehicles 
(land, air, and water) as well as roads, train tracks, 
gasoline pumps, traffic signs, road construction sites, 
etc. 

4. Activities and Events - photos that depict festivals, 
sports, hobbies, theatrical presentations, church 
events, school activities,  civic club projects, etc.   

Entries will be exhibited in the museum during May 2019, 
and visitors will choose a winner in each category.  In 
addition to recognizing local photographers, the History 
Committee is seeking photos that the Granite Falls 
Historical Association can use to illustrate Volume II of 
Etched in Granite, the History of Granite Falls, North 
Carolina.  Photographers are asked to choose subjects 
that depict current customs, hair styles, fads, fashions, 
etc.  

Photos must be matted or mounted on heavy card board 
so they can be hung from the museum’s display boards. 
Entry forms will be available online and at the museum.  
Entries may be left at the museum between 2 and 4 p.m. 
on Saturdays and Sundays during April, except Easter 

weekend (Saturday, April 20th and Sunday, April 21s).  
Visitors to the museum in May will select one photo from 
each category for a People’s Choice Award.  The ending 
date for voting and the date of the awards presentation 
have not been set yet.   However, the History Committee 
would like to keep all photos on exhibit for a month or two 
after the winners have been selected to give more people 
an opportunity to see them.   

DRAWING HISTORY 
The Twelve Days of Christmas 

Here are the winners of the “Twelve Days of Christmas” 
Art Contest held during December for art students at 
Granite Falls Elementary School and Granite Falls Middle 
School: 

GFES:  1st place - Natalie Pina, 2nd place - Nathan Hall, 
3rd place - Gracie Elliott 

GFMS:  1st place - Dawson Miller, 2nd place - Kiersten 
Smith, 3rd place tie - Lucia Santos-Barrios and Ricky 
Coffey. 

The judge was Ellen Schwarzbek, a professional artist 
from Hickory.  She has a degree in painting from Rhode 
Island School of Design and a Master’s in  Art History 
form UNC-Chapel Hill.  Her work is currently on exhibit at 
Full Circle Arts Gallery in Hickory. 

People’s Choice Award, selected by visitors to the 
museum, went to Elijah Albright at the Granite Falls 
Middle School for “Four Calling Birds.” 

Claudia Bujold coordinated the Art Contest.  She and Dr. 
Caryl Burns, Mayor Pro Tem and Chairman of the Granite  
Falls History Committee, presented awards during a 
special “Twelfth Night” Reception held at the museum on 
Sunday, January 6th.  Photos of the exhibit are on the 
museum’s website:  www.granitefallshistorymuseum.org 
and Facebook page under “Granite Falls History and 
Transportation Museum.”   


