
NCDOT Releases Regional Projects for Division 11 
 

NORTH WILKESBORO, NC (August 31, 2018) -- The N.C. Department of Transportation today identi-
fied 138 regional highway, aviation, ferry, rail and transit projects it anticipates funding and scheduling 
for construction over the next decade. 
 

All regional projects across state total $2.7 billion… 
 

The evaluation of 915 regional impact projects across the state identified the top-scoring projects to be 
programmed for construction in the forthcoming 2020-2029 State Transportation Improvement Pro-
gram (STIP). They include 115 highway projects programmed for $2.4 billion in funding, seven rail pro-
jects for $96 million, three ferry projects for $26 million, and three transit projects for $191 million. 
 

Eight regional projects will be programmed for construction in Division 11 (Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, 
Caldwell, Surry, Watauga, Wilkes and Yadkin counties), including: 
 

• N.C. 268 relocation northwest of Wilkesboro and North Wilkesboro in Wilkes County (previously 
funded) 
 

The Strategic Transportation Investments (STI) law established a data-driven process for ranking trans-
portation projects in three categories: Statewide Mobility, Regional Impact and Division Needs.  In 
April, NCDOT identified 77 Statewide Mobility projects that will share 40 percent of the state’s available 
project funds.  All projects were ranked according to data scores based on safety, congestion reduction, 
cost-benefit analysis and other criteria. 
 

The remaining 60 percent of the funds available over the next 10 years will be divided equally between 
the other two categories:  Regional Impact projects, announced today, and Division Needs (local) pro-
jects, which will be announced in December.  The regional and division project rankings combine data 
scores with local input points assigned by local planning organizations and NCDOT engineers.  Regional 
projects that did not score high enough can be considered for possible funding in the Division category. 
 

NCDOT and local planning organizations received public comment on all projects in May and early 
June.  In the coming weeks, each of NCDOT's 14 divisions will receive additional public comment on 
Division Needs project rankings and priorities. 
 

More information about the STIP development process, including lists of projects ranked high enough 
to win funding at the Statewide Mobility and Regional Impact levels, is available on the NCDOT website.  
To see details and data scores for all 2,100 statewide, regional and division projects evaluated in April, 
download this spreadsheet. 
 

To comment on Division Needs projects in Division 11, contact Sean Sizemore (336-903-9113 or 
sbsizemore@ncdot.gov) between Sept. 24 and Oct. 5. 
 

Residents also can submit comments in person between Oct. 1 and Oct. 5 by visiting the Division 11 of-
fice at 801 Statesville Road, North Wilkesboro 28659. 
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Caldwell Journal Weather 
 

High 87 Low 66 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
  

High 88 Low 66 
Precipitation:  0.04 in. 

 
  

High 84 Low 67 
Precipitation:  0.25 in. 

 
 A p.m. t-storm in spots

High 78 Low 66 
Precipitation:  0.69 in. 

 
 

High 82 Low 64 
Precipitation:  0.08 in. 

 
 . 

High 85 Low 64 
Precipitation:  0.00 in. 

 
 A t-storm possible

High 81 Low 63 
Precipitation:  0.04 in. 
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Caldwell Journal Info 
“Published each Thursday by the Caldwell Journal” 

Established October 2, 2014 
 

Advertising Rates: 
1/12 Page Ad - $30.00 for 4 weeks (1.275” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/6 Page Ad - $45.00 for 4 weeks (2.55” high x 3.225” wide) 
1/2 Page Ad - $65.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 3.225” wide) 
Full Page Ad - $95.00 for 4 weeks (7.65” high x 6.45” wide) 

 

Contact Us: 
www.caldwelljournal.com 

www.facebook.com/CaldwellJournal 
mark.jackson@caldwelljournal.com  828.493.4798 

 
The content of the articles or the advertisements does not necessarily  
represent the opinions of anyone affiliated with the Caldwell Journal. 

The Caldwell Journal is a non-discriminatory paper. 
 

Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm For Next Week's Paper 

 

More SRO’s for safer  
school campuses 

 

LENOIR, NC (August 31, 2018) -- Schools opened 
last week with a record-number of law enforce-
ment officers on campuses, as Chiefs of Police, the 
Sheriff and on-duty officers patrolled campuses 
alongside the 19 full-time School Resource Officers 
(SROs) that are now a permanent measure of safe-
ty and protection. 
 

Prior to school starting, 12 full-time SROs were 
positioned in high schools, middle schools and one 
at an elementary school. District administration 
and law enforcement agencies have worked toward 
adding more than a part-time or shared SRO at 
most elementary schools. 
 

The Caldwell County Commission recently funded 
six full-time positions at the Sheriff’s Department 
for full-time deputies in outlying Pre-K-8 schools 
and in the remaining Pre-K-5 elementary schools 
located within the county jurisdiction. 
 

In collaboration with the county’s efforts to pro-
vide more SROs, the school district sought funding 
through the School Safety Grants Program, which 
launched a 3-week window for applications in July. 
The grant program, supported by the North Caroli-
na General Assembly through the NC Department 
of Public Education, earmarked grant funds for 
elementary and middle school SRO positions. 
 

Funds were awarded by the State Superintendent 
of Schools through a competitive grant process. 
The Caldwell County School System was awarded 
$233,331. This allowed funding of salary and bene-
fits for four SRO grant-funded positions previously 
assigned and an additional SRO position at the 
Lenoir Police Department. The grant funds will 
also cover training costs of SROs. 
 

The school system will continue to pursue funding 
sources that will support a full-time SRO at every 
school in the district. School Resource Officers, in 
conjunction with nationally recommended areas of 
mental health screening of students; facility and 
equipment improvements; and training, continue 
to serve as integral components to maintaining a 
safe and secure school for all students.  
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10th Annual Granite Falls  
Merchants’ Association  

Festival On Main 
 

GRANITE FALLS, NC (August 30, 2018) -- The 
10th annual Granite Falls Merchants’ Association 
Festival on Main will be held Saturday, September 
15th from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. in historic downtown 
Granite Falls. Vendors will sell various crafts in-
cluding jewelry, home and lawn décor, candles, 
and other items including cosmetics, clothing and 
accessories. Food vendors will offer an outstanding 
assortment of foods and beverages including bar-
becue, hot dogs, hamburgers, kettle corn, funnel 
cakes, and roasted corn. Beer and wine will be 
available at local wine and bottle shops for on 
premise consumption and sold for off premise con-
sumption. The Festival has a special section for 
kids with bounce houses and a DARE program dis-
play. The Mobile Screening Unit from NC Lions, 
Inc. and the Granite Falls Lions Club will be at the 
festival offering free vision checks. Entertainment 
scheduled includes the South Caldwell High ROTC 
and Marching Band, The Sims Country Cloggers, 
Winkler’s Karate Studio and the Soulution Band 
(R&B, Soul, Dance, Pop, and Beach). Bring your 
family and friends and join us for a day of food, 
entertainment and fun. Bring your dancing shoes 
too! Please remember that animals (with the ex-
ception of service animals) are not allowed at Town 
events. Visit www.granitefallsmerchantsnc.org for 
more details and a schedule of events. The Festival 
on Main is sponsored by our Platinum Sponsor, 
Republic Services. 
 
Union Grove Baptist Church will be having 
Homecoming on Sunday, September 9. Rev. Guy 
Helms, pastor of the church from 1979 to 1990, 
will be the guest speaker. Lunch will be served im-
mediately following the service. Rev. Sam Craven 
and the congregation of Union Grove invite every-
one to join them in this special service. The church 
is located at 1808 Union Grove Road, Lenoir. 
 
Miller Hill Baptist Church will have Fall Reviv-
al September 16-19 beginning at 7:00pm each 
night. Rev. Jeff Collins will be the guest speaker. 

 

Homemade Spaghetti Sauce 
 

Ingredients 

Hamburger (1 or 2 pounds) 
Mushrooms 

Onions 
Green Peppers 

Celery 
Garlic 

Salt & Pepper to taste 
1 can spaghetti sauce 

1 can tomato paste (8oz.) 
1 can tomato sauce (8oz.) 
1 can V-8 or tomato juice 

2 teaspoons sugar 
 

Instructions 

Fry hamburger with mushrooms, onions, green 
peppers, celery, garlic, salt & pepper and drain.  
Add other ingredients and simmer on medium 
heat for one hour, stirring occasionally. 
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This Was Football, Not Basketball by Dan O'Neal 
 

SAWMILLS, NC (August 31, 2018) -- One could read the final score being 70-44 and possibly ask “is it 
basketball season already?" The outcome of Friday's game certainly looked more like a basketball score; 
think Virginia and they way they hold their college basketball opposition to similar results with the ex-
ception of being the first ever number 1 seed losing to a 16 seed in the NCAA tournament a few months 
back. 
 

Pay attention if you will to the game statistics for understanding how South managed to put up forty-
four points on the scoreboard. If you chose to depart after the near lightning storm, may I say you 
missed quite the barn-burner of a game. It was like South scored a touchdown, then East Rutherford 
scored two quick sixes. 
 

It does not make sense that a team puts up that many points, gains twenty first downs, and gains more 
than their opposition from scrimmage by one-hundred-fifty-eight yards and yet still loses by twenty-six. 
 

Here again, zoom in on the statistical data. The Cavaliers' extremely fast all-purpose athlete Jayden 
Waddell had kickoff returns of seventy-eight and sixty yards to the end zone. There was the interception 
thrown to Cavs' cornerback Joseph Detetta who returned a pick six with one-minute left in the game. 
There were the Cavaliers long runs to the house from the line of scrimmage on six series of plays. The 
Spartans coaching staff and players of defense and special teams know they still have work to do and 
will do what they can to correct miscues. And, had it not been for fumbles by the offense at certain stag-
es of the contest, this game could have resulted in both teams finishing tied at 70 with overtime having 
both teams reaching the century mark; then it would have been the equivalent of an NBA game. 
 

Take nothing away from the effort by the Spartans coaches and players. Spencer Piercy played the game 
of his life in his 204 rushing yards and three scores. Platooning quarterbacks Jason Martin and Avery 
Raynor threw beautiful strikes to tight end Blake Martin and wideout Samuel Craig along with Raynor's 
sixty yards rushing with two scores. Sophomore Isaiah Kirby had a breakout evening with 122 yards on 
sixteen carries and a touchdown. It can be said that the Spartans offense is starting to return to form 
and the offensive line overall did a quality job of blocking. 
 

After the high scoring contest which concluded around 11:30pm, Spartans head coach stated, "We got 
down early and fought back. Special teams had weaknesses and those kickoff returns bit us in the derri-
ere. But we also have some guys who are turning the corner and giving the effort we are looking for." 
Jason Martin also added his thoughts, "We just got to prepare better for next week and keep playing as 
a unit. We worked too hard this summer and we just got to believe." 
 

Given this Friday's opposition, playing as a unit and capitalizing on special teams will be greatly needed 
as the Spartans face not only Caldwell County rival Hibriten but a team coming off the NCHSAA 2A 
Championship title with many of their starters returning. Should South pull off the stunner and defeat 
West Caldwell in conference play, the Caldwell Cup given by the Lenoir News Topic, will return to the 
Spartans' trophy case. Kickoff is set for 7:30pm at Spartan Stadium. 
 

Reflections — Special thanks to Robby Shelby for all of his outstanding work in getting the press box 
along with the other logistics he performs so very well. Special thanks to Mrs. Hobbs and Mrs. Parham 
for the food spread in the press box during home games. Olive Garden is the fare this Friday, say yes to 
those bread sticks!!  And it's great getting what I refer to as the "band getting back together" in the press 
box; got to love the family atmosphere and humor up there. Here's hoping that "Detroit Rock City" will 
play over the loudspeakers again. And who knows, maybe the 50/50 in the Hibriten/South Caldwell 
game will surpass the Tuscola/Pisgah game last Friday where the winner collected 43K, i.e. $43,000. 
You'll simply just have to come to the game and help make that happen! 
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Hudson Festival of the Arts set for Saturday, September 15th 
 

HUDSON, NC (September 3, 2018) -- The third annual Hudson Festival of the Arts will be held, Satur-
day September 15th on Central Street in Hudson from 10 until 4.  The festival features local and regional 
painters, potters, woodworkers, metalworkers, jewelers and more.   You can also enjoy live artist 
demonstrations and an interactive kid’s space.  There will be live bluegrass, jazz and American music as 
well as great food, beer and wine vendors. Information will also be available about town’s 26th dinner 
theater in October, Children of Eden.   This festival features something for everyone, and is growing into 
a favorite gathering for artisans and craftsman. 
 

The festival is a true celebration and recognition of the arts in Hudson and throughout the region. It is 
an example of many more exciting events and changes coming to Hudson in the near future.  You are 
invited to attend and hear more about our “new home town” the connection of art and business, and the 
positive impact it will have on Hudson and the surrounding communities.  

 

Prepare your girl to unleash her inner strength - join Girl Scouts today! 
 

COLFAX, NC (August 27, 2018) -- Summer is ending and school is starting, and that means it time to 
start thinking about how your daughter will spend her time outside of the classroom. 
 

With dozens of Girl Scout Information Events scheduled into October, local girls and their families are 
encouraged to come learn more about Girl Scouts and how to get involved with the organization.  
 

In a safe, all-girl space, Girl Scouts develop important skills, including confidence and perseverance, as 
well as hard skills, setting them up for success and preparing them to take action for a better world. To-
day’s youth are more vocal than ever about the change they want to see, and the results are proven: girls 
who participate in Girl Scouts are more than twice as likely to exhibit community problem-solving skills 
than girls who don’t (57 percent versus 28 percent). Additionally, 76 percent of women today wish they 
had learned more about leadership and had more leadership opportunities while growing up, demon-
strating how imperative it is for girls and volunteers to join Girl Scouts.  
 

“The unique Girl Scout environment provides fun, exciting and essential experiences that carry into 
girls’ future careers and life successes,” said Lane Cook, chief executive officer of Girl Scouts Carolinas 
Peaks to Piedmont (GSCP2P). “We know that offering girls a girl-friendly and girl-led environment is 
important to their development and we are committed to bringing the Girl Scout program to them.” 
 

In July 2018, Girl Scouts of the USA unveiled 30 new badges for all age levels, ages 5-18, that not only 
enhance the one-of-a-kind Girl Scout experience, but also address some of society’s most pressing 
needs, such as cybersecurity, environmental advocacy, mechanical engineering, robotics, computer sci-
ence, and space exploration. With these new focused programs and badges, girls are learning how to 
proactively address some of the foremost challenges in today’s society while building skills that will set 
them up for a lifetime of leadership.  
 

To learn more about joining Girl Scouts in your area or starting a troop, please contact in-
fo@girlscoutsp2p.org or call 800-672-2148. Girl Scout Information Events near you can also be found 
on the online event calendar at www.girlscoutsp2p.org. 
 
Caldwell Hospice & Palliative Care will offer the Virtual Dementia Tour (VDT) at the McCreary 
Family Professional Center on 526 Pine Mountain Road in Hudson. VDT is a scientifically proven meth-
od of building a greater understanding of dementia. During this experience, trained facilitators guide 
participants outfitted with patented devices that alter their senses while they try to complete common 
everyday tasks. VDT will be offered on October 10 from 1-3pm. For more information, to register, or be 
placed on the VDT waiting list, please email prc@caldwellhospice.org or call 828-754-0101.  



 
 
 

Vintage Café (Café & Bakery) 
540 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-3043   www.facebook.com/VintageCafeBakery 

 
The Local Bean (Coffee shop) 

536 Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 726-3888   www.facebook.com/thelocalbeanhudson 

 
Blanca’s Cakes 

534B Central Street 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 640-7701   www.facebook.com/blancas.cakes.3 

 
State Farm Insurance 

534A Central Street Suite A 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 728-5581   www.insuremeangel.com 

 
Just Roll With It (Food, Wine & Beer) 

107 Fairway Ave 
Hudson, NC 28638 

(828) 572-5588   www.facebook.com/justrollwithithudson 

 
 

Shop in downtown Hudson & support local!!! 

We Buy, Sell & Trade   Tues thru Fri 9 to 5  Sat 9 to 1 

YESTERYEARS 
Antiques & Collectibles 

 

538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638 
  

828.728.3161   yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net 
 

Step Back In Time…Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!!  1000’s Of Items

Shop 
Local 

Shop 
Local 
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Quarterly Sunshine Award Winner 
at Caldwell UNC Health Care 

 

LENOIR, NC (August, 2018) -- Jan Simmons, CNA 
with Caldwell UNC Health Care is the recipient of 
our quarterly Sunshine Award given for outstand-
ing patient care. 
 

Sunshine stands for: Someone who is Understand-
ing, Never says never, Supportive, Helpful, Inspir-
ing, Nurturing and Empathetic. 
 

We salute Jan for her professionalism and out-
standing attitude toward her patients and co-
workers. 
 

Leonora Mahoney, Clinical Leader, 4-West Telem-
etry, Jan Simmons, CNA and Jerrell Suddreth, 
Nursing Manager 

 

Art Classes Being Offered 
 

LENOIR, NC (August 29, 2018) --Wednesday 
morning, September 12, 2018, classes in art will 
begin at the studio-home of Waitsel Smith of Le-
noir. Waitsel is offering instruction in both oil 
painting and watercolor. Each class will run for 
eight consecutive weeks, with two make-up ses-
sions. The cost is $240 for a total of 24 hours of 
instruction and fun. The deadline for signing up is 
September 12, but each class will remain open for 
four weeks. Waitsel is an award-winning artist and 
experienced teacher with over 40 years of profes-
sional experience in both oil and watercolor. His 
studio is located at 1419 Poplar St NW, Lenoir. For 
more information, call 404-357-2163, or go to 
waitsel.com. 

 
Central Baptist Church will be celebrating their 
80th Homecoming Anniversary on Sunday, Sep-
tember 9. Rev. Clyde Buckner will lead the worship 
service with special music by Tommy and Tracy 
Wilson Smith and family. This celebration service 
will begin at 10:30am with a covered dish lunch to 
follow in the Family Life Center. Everyone is invit-
ed to attend. Visit our Facebook page at Central 
Baptist Lenoir for updates. 

 
Miller Hill Baptist Church will be celebrating 
their 83rd Annual Homecoming on Sunday, Sep-
tember 9. Rev. Carl Hamm will be the speaker and 
The Faith Trio will be singing. Lunch will immedi-
ately follow the service. Everyone is welcome. 

Granite Drug Center 
828.212.1066 
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Largest Independent 
Drug Store In  

North Carolina 

GRANITE DRUG CENTER 
21 Falls Avenue 

Granite Falls, NC  28630 

(828) 396-2144 

(828) 396-7820 

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE 

T-Shirts 
Hats 

We are now featuring work from local Artisans 

15% Off 
Select Apparel 

 

25% Off 
Select Summer Items 

 

We have a great selection of Traeger Grills & Accessories 

We Fill 
Propane 
Tanks 

Traeger Grills 

We have Air Conditioners and 
Fans to keep you cool! 

Orca Coolers 
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Trooper’s Act of Heroism Saves 
Drowning Woman 

  

RALEIGH, NC (September 5, 2018) -- A North 
Carolina State Trooper and a few Good Samaritans 
are to be held as heroes for saving the life of a 
woman caught in rapids while tubing in the Tucka-
segee River near Bryson City.   
  

On Tuesday, September 4 at approximately 1:15 
p.m., Trp. J. T. Gibbs was traveling on US 19 near 
the Governor’s Island Bridge in Swain County 
when he was flagged down and notified a woman 
was drowning in the river.  Gibbs exited his patrol 
vehicle and observed Lindsey Lamm Woolard, 35, 
of Wilmington, trapped partially under a log jam.   
  

Gibbs immediately obtained his issued swift water 
equipment consisting of a life preserver and throw 
rope.  After carefully crawling onto the log jam, 
Gibbs reached Woolard and placed the life preserv-
er around her.  Using the throw rope, Gibbs and 
other civilians were able to free her from the 
water’s current and pull her to safety.   
  

Woolard was treated and released by EMS at the 
scene.  

 

Hartland Baptist Church will have a Youth Ral-
ly on Saturday, September 8 from 10:30am - 4:00 
pm. This rally is for grade 6 to college. Lunch, 
games, prizes and special music by John Lewis will 
be provided. The church is located at 3730 Hart-
land Road, Morganton. For more information call 
828-437-8940. 

 

World Day of Prayer 
November 5, 7:00pm 

 

All women, whether affiliated with WMU or not, 
are invited to this World Day of Prayer at Central 
Baptist Church on Monday, November 5 at 
7:00pm. Let's come together to learn and pray 
about missions around the world. The church is 
located at 311 Connelly Springs Road, Lenoir. 

  
  
  
  

  

 Good Christian Learning At Affordable Prices 
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years  828-212-0900 
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