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High winds cause fires, damage and power outages  
 

By Mark Jackson {Caldwell Journal}éGusty winds on the  afternoon of Thursday, February 12, 2015 
peeled the roof off on a single-wide mobile home on Marcus Drive in Sawmills, NC.  William 
Blankenship said he was watching television in his home, when he heard loud banging and then half of 
the steel roof blew off of his single-wide mobile home.  Neither Blankenship nor his wife were injured.  
Sawmills Volunteer Fire & Rescue Department along with Caldwell County EMS responded.  There were 
no injuries but the home has been left vulnerable to the elements and the homeowner is in need of assis-
tance.  Caldwell County EMS was working to find assistance for the homeowner. 
 

On Saturday, February 14, 2015 several calls came in all at once for fires in the Gamewell Fire District 
late in the afternoon causing the Gamewell Fire Department to be overwhelmed but they quickly re-
sponded with assistance from other departments.  It has not been confirmed yet but downed/arcing 
power lines may have been responsible for the major wildfire in the Gamewell Fire District this past Sat-
urday.  This wildfire started at Briarcliff Lane just off Morganton Blvd. and Playmore Beach Road.   Fire-
fighters said this wildfire spread quickly and endangered several residential structures.   One firefighter 
said it ñlooked like hell.ò  Continued on page 2...  



 

Caldwell Journal Weather  
 

Thursday (19th):   Very cold with clouds & sun. 
High 19 Low -5 

Precipitation:  0.00 in.  

 
Friday (20th):   Mostly cloudy & not as cold. 

High 29 Low 15 
Precipitation:  0.00in.  

 
Saturday (21st):   Snow, some ice early. 

High 37 Low 36 
Precipitation:  0.49 in.  

 
Sunday (22nd):   Times of rain. 

High 51 Low 29 
Precipitation:  0.29 in.  

 
Monday (23rd):   Chilly with partial sunshine.  

High 46 Low 19 
Precipitation:  0.00 in.  

 
Tuesday (24th):   Clearing & chilly.  

High 41 Low 21 
Precipitation:  0.00 in.  

 
Wednesday (25th):   Partly sunny & cold. 

High 38 Low 15 
Precipitation:  0.00 in.  
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High winds cause fires, damage and 
power outages Continued from page 1...  

 

Practically every fire department in Caldwell 
County and one from Burke County were called in 
to assist in fighting this wildfire as well as protect 
residential structures.  The N.C. Forest Service util-
ized all of its resources as well.  After the wildfire 
was contained the N.C. Forest Service remained 
onsite to make sure the fire was completely out.  
Another brush/grass fire was ignited by arcing 
power lines at the Clay Apartments in Gamewell 
that threatened many residences as well.  These 
residents lost their power for several hours.   There 
were no reports of property damage from the wild-
fires. 
 

I have never seen anything like this, there were 
firefighters and fire trucks racing up and down 
HWY 18.  It seemed like the whole area was on fire. 
Not only were they fighting the wildfire, they were 
protecting lives and homes.  The communication 
and teamwork between all of the fire departments 
was amazing. 
 

Photo below from the end of Briarcliff Lane in Le-
noir.  Photo taken by Mark Jackson {Caldwell 
Journal}.  

Many thanks to the Caldwell County Fire Depart-
ments, Caldwell County EMS, NC Forest Service, 
all law enforcement, Red Cross and power compa-
nies for keeping us safe and warm in the cold, 
windy and dangerous conditions this past week.  
Many had to miss supper and spending Valentineôs 
Day with their loved ones in doing so!!!  
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Caldwell Journal Weekly Recipe  
 

Lemon Pull -Aparts  
 

Ingredients  
12 Dinner Rolls, thawed but still cold  

 

2 Lemon rinds, grated 
 

1/2 cup sugar 
 

1/4 cut melted butter  
  

Citrus Glaze  
1 cup powdered sugar 

 

1 tablespoon butter, melted 
 

2 tablespoons, fresh lemon juice 
 

Mix grated lemon rind with sugar. Cut rolls in half 
and place in a 12 inch deep dish pizza pan or 9 X 
13 baking pan sprayed with nonstick cooking 
spray. Drizzle 1/4 cup melted butter ober rolls. 
Sprinkle with lemon ring/sugar mixture, reserving 
1/2 of mixture to sprinkle on just before baking. 
Cover with sprayed plastic wrap. 
 

Let rise until double in size. Remove wrap. Sprin-
kle on remaining mixture. Bake at 350 degrees for 
20 to 25 minutes. Remove immediately from pan 
and place on cooling rack. Combine powdered 
sugar, butter and lemon juice. Mix Well. Drizzle 
glaze over pull-aparts. 

 

Located just north of McDonalds in Granite Falls & 
across from the State Employees Credit Union on 321. 

4535 Lower Cedar Valley Road Å Hudson, NC 

828 -396 -1099  

Mon thru Sat  10am to 5pm 

Sun  1pm to 5pm 

 

Mobile Home Explodes  
Indirectly caused by wind damage causing power 

to be lost at this residence 
 

By Mark Jackson {Caldwell Journal}...A man was 
trying to heat his home with a propane heater that 
was not designed for inside use after the power 
went out at his residence.  The propane tank over-
heated causing an explosion that blew out exterior 
walls and windows.  The man suffered second and 
third degree burns and was taken to the hospital.  
It was reported that the man told crews he got out 
of the house by shooting out a window and then 
crawling out.  The accident occurred on Saturday, 
February 14, 2015 at approximately 10pm on An-
tique Lane just off Abington Road in Lenoir.  Photo 
by Mark Jackson {Caldwell Journal)  
 

Gracie Davenportôs condition  
is improving  

 

By Mark Jackson {Caldwell Journal} ...Gracie 
Davenport was struck by a vehicle last week in Le-
noir while crossing a street and was rushed to 
Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte.  Gracie is 
the mother of Keith Davenport, the Lovelady Res-
cue Squad Chief.  Her grandson Chad Davenport 
said, ñPrayers definitely work if you don't think 
they do!  Thank you for everyone that has been 
praying.  Please continue to pray that she will con-
tinue to improve.  This woman is the strongest 
woman I have ever seenéI love her to death and 
she is a fighter and will get through!  She is doing 
better every day got her smiling at us and they ex-
tubated her today.ò 
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Mackie Furniture Company  
 

Complete Home Furnishings and Appliances 
 

ñWe Service What We Sellò 
 

DOWNTOWN - GRANITE FALLS 
 

13 North Main Street  828-396-3313 
 

info@mackiefurniture.com   www.mackiefurniture.com 

We Buy, Sell & Trade   Tues thru Fri 9 to 5  Sat 9 to 1 

YESTERYEARS  
Antiques & Collectibles 

 
538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638 

 

828.728.3161   yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net 

 
Step Back In Timeé 

 

Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!! 
 

1000ôs Of Items 

 

New William Lenoir Middle School 
construction update  

 

By Mark Jackson {Caldwell Journal} é
Construction of the new William Lenoir Middle 
School that will be located next to Hibriten High 
School is a little behind schedule due to some 
weather related setbacks. Even though this is the 
case, Caldwell County Schools Assistant Superin-
tendent Dr. Jeff Church informed us that they are 
still planning to start the new school year in the 
new building.  

 
Union Grove Baptist Church  

 

Union Grove Baptist Church will hold a benefit 
barbeque dinner (dine-in or take-out) on Saturday, 
February 28 beginning at 11am until 7pm in the 
new Fellowship Hall. 100% of the donations will go 
toward the medical bills for Fred Price. Everyone is 
invited to come out for the great food and help 
support this worthy cause. 

 
Rash of car break -ins in  

Granite Falls  
 

By Mark Jackson {Caldwell Journal} éòThere 
has been an increase in cars being broken into 
throughout town. The suspects have been targeting 
cars that are unlocked. The police department is 
following up on leads, checking surveillance videos 
and increasing patrols in the affected areas. We are 
also asking citizens to be vigilant about protecting 
your property by ensuring that you lock the doors 
on your vehicles and your houses. Also please call 
the police department if you notice anything in 
your neighborhood that is unusual or out of 
place.òGranite Falls Police Department  
 

Because people leave their car doors unlocked, 
many say itôs a crime of opportunity. 
 

Criminals do not like to break windows because it 
makes noise. 
 

The easiest ways to avoid this type of break-in is to 
lock your car doors and donôt keep anything valu-
able in your vehicle that thieves can see. 

the Salon at Park Square 
òAn Upscale Salon Without Upscale Prices!ó 

 

We now offer massage therapy by Megan Arndt  
 

Pedicures, Manicures, Shellacs, Brisa Gel, Electrolysis 
 

10 Park Square  Granite Falls, North Carolina 28630 

828.396.7878 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

We Are Located  
In Downtown  
Granite Falls  

Next To  
Sherrillôs Jewelry 
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Music at Your Fingertips ! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

INTRODUCING MY MEDIA BURN BAR  
 

Available at Leap of Faith Christian Book Store  
 

§ Access to thousands of the latest songs from Christian contemporary, Southern 
Gospel and Bluegrass artists. 

 
§ No need to order and wait for accompaniment tracks.  Use the My Media Burn Bar 

kiosk to select, listen and burn the track in the store while you shop. 
 
§ Customize your own CD by selecting songs from different soundtracks. 
 
 

Visit the store or call 828-758-0777 for more information. 
 

 
 Leap of Faith Christian Books and Gifts  

2025-A3 Morganton Blvd.  

Lenoir, NC  28645   828-758-0777 
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Good Christian Learning At Affordable Prices 
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years  828-212-0900 

Mackie Funeral Home 
ñWhere our focus is on  

Serving Families, not Selling Funerals ò 
 

Family Owned & Operated 
35 Duke Street  Granite Falls, NC 

828 -396 -3385  

www.mackiefh.com 

Mackie 
F U N E R A L  H O M E  

www.mackiefh.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lenoir Police Department offers  
advice for nuisance dogs  

 

Nuisance (Dogs) - What can I do? 
 

Calls involving vicious dogs, dogs at large, and 
barking dogs are one of the most difficult types of 
calls to address. 
 

Vicious Dogs and Dog Bites:  
 

If someone has been bit, call 9-1-1 immediately. 
 

If you see a KNOWN dog that is vicious running 
loose, call 828-757-2100 so an officer can be dis-
patched. 
 

If possible, keep the dog in sight so you can direct 
the officer to its whereabouts or last known direc-
tion of travel.  
 

Provide the officer with as much information as 
possible (i.e. owner, history, timeframe offense 
usually occurs - when applicable). 
 

Barking Dogs:  
 

When the dog(s) is barking, call 828-757-2100 so 
an officer can be dispatched at the time of the oc-
currence. 
 

The officer has to witness the dog(s) barking in 
order to make a determination and address the 
issue with the owners. 
 

Improper Care:  
 

If you see an animal that is abandoned, malnour-
ished, or living in less than sanitary (humane) con-
ditions, please call 828-757-2100. 
 

An officer will be dispatched to address the situa-
tion and contact Animal Control for assistance.  
 

Injured Dog in the Roadway / Death by vehicle:  
 

If the accident is new and the animal is still alive, 
do not handle it.  
 

Call 828-757-2100 so an officer can be dispatched. 
Injured animals are likely to bite in order to pro-
tect themselves. 
 

If you see that an animal is dead, please call 828-
757-2100 so that we may contact the Street Depart-
ment for clean-up. 
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CCC&TI Announces Latest Edition of 
Branches, Reception and Reading  

 

By CCC&TI éCCC&TI has announced that 
Branches, the collegeôs literary and arts magazine 
will be released in February. The publication fea-
tures prose, poetry and artwork from both CCC&TI 
students and members of the community. 
 

A call for submissions was issued last spring and 
more than 160 literature and art entries were re-
ceived. The final publication includes 22 written 
selections and 33 fine art selections. 
 

Award winners will 
be named in the po-
etry, prose and art-
work categories at 
upcoming reading 
and reception events 
planned to celebrate 
the release of the 
publ icat ion .  On 
Thursday, Feb. 26, at 
5:30 p.m. a reception 
will be held in the 
Learning Resource 
Center (Library) on the Caldwell Campus of 
CCC&TI. On Thursday, March 5, a reception will be 
held in Room 106 of the Watauga Occupational 
Training Facility on the CCC&TI Watauga Campus 
at 5:30 p.m. (In case of inclement weather, the Wa-
tauga event will be held on Thursday, March 19.) 
Artwork from the magazine will be on display and 
several authors of published pieces will be on hand 
for a reading at both events. The readings and 
presentation of awards will begin at 6 p.m. 
 

The CCC&TI Foundation helped fund the project. 
Providing direction for the project was the 
Branches Editorial Team, which includes Jessica 
Chapman, Heather Chapman, DeAnna Chester, 
Brad Prestwood and Suzanne Shaut as Literary 
Editors; Laura Aultman, Justin Butler and Tom 
Thielemann as the Visual Art Jurors; Tom Thiele-
mann as Fine Arts Editor; and Ron Wilson as Pro-
duction Editor.  
 

Copies of the magazine will be available at each of 
the receptions and on CCC&TIôs Caldwell and Wa-
tauga Campuses. 


