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Happy New Year 



 

Caldwell Journal Weather  
 

Thursday (1st):   Partly sunny. 
High 49 Low 27 

Precipitation:  0.00 in.  

 
Friday (2nd):   Sun & areas of high clouds. 

High 52 Low 37 
Precipitation:  0.06in.  

 
Saturday (3rd):   Cloudy & colder; p.m. rain.  

High 46 Low 43  
Precipitation:  0.99 in.  

 
Sunday (4th):   Sun, then clouds. 

High 56 Low 30  
Precipitation:  0.00 in.  

 
Monday (5th):   Times of clouds & sun. 

High 48 Low 29  
Precipitation:  0.00 in.  

 
Tuesday (6th):   Times of clouds & sun. 

High 50 Low 29  
Precipitation:  0.00 in.  

 
Wednesday (7th):   Mostly cloudy & colder.  

High 42 Low 33 
Precipitation:  0.00 in.  
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Caldwell Journal Info  
ñPublished each Thursday by the Caldwell Journalò 

Established October 2, 2014   Volume 1, Issue 14  
 

Advertising Rates:  
1/12 Page Ad - $30.00 for 4 weeks (1.275ò high x 3.225ò wide) 
1/6 Page Ad - $45.00 for 4 weeks (2.55ò high x 3.225ò wide) 
1/2 Page Ad - $65.00 for 4 weeks (7.65ò high x 3.225ò wide) 
Full Page Ad - $95.00 for 4 weeks (7.65ò high x 6.45ò wide) 

 

Contact Us:  
www.caldwelljournal.com  

www.facebook.com/CaldwellJournal  
mark.jackson@caldwelljournal.com  828.493.4798  

 

The content of the articles or the advertisements does not necessarily  
represent the opinions of anyone affiliated with the Caldwell Journal.  

The Caldwell Journal is a non -discriminatory paper.  
 

Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm For Next Week's Paper  

 

Nostalgic Memories of Oak Grove 
Baptist Church  

 

Sometimes when I am in the mountains and see a 
little white church nestled down in a valley, my mem-
ory returns to yesteryear.  I recall a time when mama, 
dad, my brother Joe and I attended a similar little 
white country church known as Oak Grove Baptist 
Church.  This attendance began shortly after it was 
organized on November 20, 1938.  How well I re-
member the pot-bellied stove and the rough-worn 
benches!  The Sunday School rooms were divided by 
curtains and I can still hear the soft swishing sound 
as they were opened or closed. 
 

I can see again the sweet, endearing smile on dad's 
face when he was happy...just rejoicing in the Lord.  I 
don't ever recall mama or dad speaking in church.  
However, their faithfulness and dedication to the 
Lord spoke louder than words.  I remember their 
manner left a deep impression upon me.  Mama had 
more patience than anyone I ever knew.  I remember 
their kindness and thoughtfulness toward others.  
 

I often reflect back to when Joe was Sunday School 
Superintendent, deacon, teacher and did interim 
work at Oak Grove.  He and his wife, Mildred, 
worked together in Vacation Bible School, too.  I am 
sure this early training helped tremendously in his 
ministry at other churches.  Mildred was truly a good 
help-mate.  In their 5l years together, they were faith-
ful servants of God.  I remember with nostalgia al-
most a year ago on a perfectly blue and cloudless Oc-
tober day when my beloved brother went home to be 
with the Lord.  Roses were Joe's favorite flower, and I 
can envision him now in that land where the roses 
never lade.  Joe was brought back to his home church 
October 7, 1997, and was laid to rest near mama and 
dad in the small cemetery at Oak Grove. 
 

My Grandfather Richards was one of the first dea-
cons at Oak Grove and always sat in the "amen cor-
ner" of the church.  I can almost hear reverberating 
down through the years, the voice of my Grand-
mother Richards as she knelt at the altar, pummeling 
her fists repeatedly on the bench before her beseech-
ing earnestly for God to pour down His blessings on 
all of us.  There were many others at the altar also 
praying just as fervently.  
 

The children of John and Julia Richards have a place 
in the history of Oak Grove, too:  

Continued on page 3...  
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Caldwell Journal Weekly Recipe  
 

Potato Chowder  
 

2 cups diced pared potatoes 

3/4 cup minced onion  

1/2 cup diced celery 

2 1/2 cups water (boiling)  

4 tbsp margarine 

1/4 tsp pepper 

1/2 tsp powdered mustard 

2 cups milk 

1/4 lb. grated cheese (1 - 1 1/2 cups) 

1 tbsp minced parsley 

1 can canned tomatoes 

 
Combine potatoes, celery, onion and 1 tsp. 
salt and boiling water in covered kettle.  Sim-
mer 15 min.  Melt butter in pan. Stir in flour 
until smooth.  Add remaining 1 1/2 tsp salt 
and next three ingredients while stirring.  
Cook until thick.  Add cheese, stir until 
melted.  Stir into potato mixture.  Add parsley 
and tomatoes.  Heat and serve. 

 

Located just north of McDonalds in Granite Falls & 
across from the State Employees Credit Union on 321. 

4535 Lower Cedar Valley Road Å Hudson, NC 

828 -396 -1099  

Mon thru Sat  10am to 5pm 

Sun  1pm to 5pm 

 

Nostalgic Memories of Oak Grove 
Baptist Church Continued from page 2...  

 

Cora worked in the nursery for 15 years; Clarence, 
my dad, was a deacon for many years; Henry, a Sun-
day School Superintendent; Jim helped to organize 
the church; Bill, a choir director; Hattie sang in the 
church choir and helped in Vacation Bible School; 
Sanford, a church treasurer; Dave was a pianist for 
many years, and before coming to Oak Grove had 
played the pedal organ and piano at Concord Baptist 
Church ever since early childhood.  Gathias and Car-
rie were members of Concord Baptist Church.  Many 
of John and Julia's descendants are still very much a 
part of Oak Grove. 
 

Hattie reminded me so much of my Grandmother 
when she prayed so earnestly and gave her testimony 
in church.  There must have been great rejoicing and 
singing in heaven that beautiful October day when 
Hattie left us and was reunited with all the other 
Richards who had gone on before. 
 

My memory often returns to the time Hattie, Ruby 
and I sang in the church choir.  I remember so well 
how much I enjoyed singing those old hymns. Hattie 
is gone now and Ruby and I are much older, but we 
still look forward to singing in the choir just as we 
did in bygone days of yesteryear.  I hope my vision 
improves somewhat so I can write and continue with 
the genealogy of my family. 
 

I vividly recall the night when Charles Poovey, Ruby's 
husband was saved.  She became so happy and 
shouted so til her hat tumbled to the floor.  Charles 
served as deacon and treasurer at Oak Grove.  They 
both taught Sunday School, Training Union and Va-
cation Bible School.  Ruby is still a teacher at Oak 
Grove. 
 

I once went to a foot-washing at Oak Grove.  The 
people who participated in this event seemed to en-
joy it thoroughly.  Their joy and enthusiasm was con-
tagious to the rest of us. 
 

The Homecoming in late summer was always one of 
the highlights of the year.  The people gathered to-
gether for an all day preaching and singing with din-
ner on the grounds. 
 

After the preaching service Sunday morning, the peo-
ple gathered in the shade of the towering oak trees in 
the church yard for an old-fashioned dinner.  

Continued on page 4...  
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Mackie Furniture Company  
 

Complete Home Furnishings and Appliances  
 

ñWe Service What We Sellò 
 

DOWNTOWN - GRANITE FALLS  
 

13 North Main Street  828 -396-3313 
 

info@mackiefurniture.com   www.mackiefurniture.com  

We Buy, Sell & Trade   Tues thru Fri 9 to 5  Sat 9 to 1  

YESTERYEARS  
Antiques & Collectibles  

 
538 Central Street, Hudson , NC 28638 

 

828.728.3161   yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net 

 
Step Back In Timeé 

 

Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!! 
 

1000ôs Of Items 

GRANITE MACHINERY  
& EQUIPMENT  

 

Salesé..Serviceé...Parts 

Serving Caldwell County For Over 60 Years 
 

828-396-3391 
575 North Main Street Å Granite Falls, NC 

 

Nostalgic Memories of Oak Grove 
Baptist Church Continued from page 3...  

 

They carried baskets and boxes of food to the long 
tables made of wide planks laid on saw horses and 
covered with white tablecloths. 
 

I especially remember the crisp fried chicken, ham 
biscuits piled high on a platter, fresh green beans 
from the garden and seasoned with salt pork, corn on 
the cob, potato salad and all kinds of luscious cakes 
and pies.  My favorite dessert was a succulent rhu-
barb and strawberry deep-dish pie, and of course, 
plenty of ice-cold lemonade.  After the good eating, 
sociability and lively conversations, they once again 
gathered in the church for an afternoon of singing 
and fellowship.  In the early years at Oak Grove, I 
have fond recollections of all day preaching and sing-
ing with dinner on the grounds and this will forever 
be etched in my memory. 
 

I can almost hear the echoing of saws and hammers 
when Ray Yarborough and the men of the church 
built the parsonage with little help from skilled work-
men.  Incidentally, Pete Myers once said that he ac-
quired his experience as a carpenter from helping to 
build the parsonage.  This enabled him later to build 
his own home.  Pete was a deacon, teacher and did 
interim work at Oak Grove.  
 

The men worked at their regular jobs during the day, 
however in the afternoon, they worked diligently and 
with perseverance on the parsonage.  They also 
helped when the brick church was constructed.  
When the parsonage was renovated years later, the 
church was financially able to obtain professional 
help.  Down through the years, the women of the 
church have been tremendously supportive and 
helped in every way possible. 
 

Rev. Wayne White is our pastor at Oak Grove now.  
Wayne, Thomasine, Nathaniel and Sarah are truly a 
blessing to me. 
 

Sometimes when I look back to the far distant past, I 
hear again a faint echo of the preacher's strong voice, 
the alter call and the beautiful songs of praise.  I see 
people milling around the altar, shouting and prais-
ing the Lord.  I can almost hear the shuffling of feet, 
the goodbyes being said and the people going home.  
Then quietness once again closes in around the little 
white church.  
 

By: Vera Richards August 1998 
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Music at Your Fingertips ! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

INTRODUCING MY MEDIA BURN BAR  
 

Available at Leap of Faith Christian Book Store  
 

§ Access to thousands of the latest songs from Christian contemporary, Southern 
Gospel and Bluegrass artists. 

 
§ No need to order and wait for accompaniment tracks.  Use the My Media Burn Bar 

kiosk to select, listen and burn the track in the store while you shop. 
 
§ Customize your own CD by selecting songs from different soundtracks. 
 
 

Visit the store or call 828-758-0777 for more information. 
 

 
 Leap of Faith Christian Books and Gifts  

2025-A3 Morganton Blvd.  

Lenoir, NC  28645   828-758-0777 


